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Spanish sailor, Briton killed 

MADRID (AP) — A Spanish navy tailor bon in a missile launching 
exenose in the Gulf died Wednesday in an Abu Dhabi hospital, a Defence 
Ministry spokesman aid. The accident cook place Tuesday when die 
recoil action of a missile launcher struck and seriously injured Petty 
Officer Ignaci o Romero Romero, 22. during a weapons exercise on the 
Spanish frigate Numanda, said ministry spokesman Pedro Meyer. The 
sailor died at Abo Dhabi's central hospital, where be had bees 
transported by heGcopier, Meyer said. A member of the royal medical 
corps died of a gunshot wound to the bead, a British mOitaiy spokesman 
said Tuesday. No other soldiers were involved in the shooting, the 
spokesman said. The royal military police were investigating. The body of 
Richard Gowing. 30. who was based with the 400-bed 33rd field hospital, 
was found Friday ax a tented camp near Jubail in northeastern Saudi 
Arabia. Details were not announced until Tuesday. Fifty American 
military personnel and one Frenchman have also died since Operation 
Desert Shield began Aug. 7, boost of them in air crashes and accidents. 
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Velayati In Paris for Gulf talks 


PARIS (R) — Ali Akbar Velayati. the first Iranian foreign minister to 
visit France officially since the 1979 Islamic revolution, arrived in Paris 
Wednesday for talks on Ac Gulf and on rebuilding bilateral Lies. Velayati 
went straight into talks with bis French counterpart, Roland Dumas. He 
was to meet President Francois Mitterrand and Prime Minister Michel 
Roeard Thursday. Tehran has been alarmed by indications France could 
accept a redrawing of Kuwait's borders in return for an Iraqi withdrawal. 
Tehran Radio, apparently referring to remarks by French Defence 
Minister Jean- Pierre Chevencment on possible territorial concessions to 
Iraq, repeated Wednesday that Iran opposed any change in the region's 
borders. French officials said the situation in the GaU would top 
discussions on inientaiioual developments. The Iranian news ageny IRNA 
said Velayati would discuss diplomatic moves following a United Nations 
resolution authorising the use of force against Iraq. 
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Protesters disrupt 
Wellington assembly 

WELLINGTON (AP) — ■ A mao 

who splashed himsetf with animal 
blood to protest New Zealand's 
military involvement in the Guif 
disrupted parliament Wednes- 
day. scuffling with three politi- 
cians. The man, wbo was not 
identified, jumped four metres 
from the public gallery before 
being overpowered by three 
members of parliament, led by 
Police Minister John Banks. The 
man was taken into custody. 
Three women wbo had been sit- 
ting in the public gallery started 
the protest by climbing into large 
white plastic bags to symbolise 
body bags. Two of the women 
then draped a doth banner over 
the gallery’s ledge which read: 
“Send MPs to fight in Gulf.” 
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Saddam meets 
Connally 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein conferred 
Wednesday with former U.S. 
Treasury Secretary John Connal- 
ly who apparently is trying to 
negotiate the release of em- 
ployees of a Texan oil company 
held in Iraq. Connally, a member 
of the board of Coastal Corp., 
was accompanied by Oscar 
Wyatt, the bead of the Houston- 
based oil and gas company, the 
Iraqi News Agency reported. The 
agency said those attending the 
meeting also included Saddam’s 
closest aide, Fust Deputy Prime 
Minister Taha Yassin Ramadan, 
Information Minister Latif Jassxm 
and the speaker of the National 
Assembly, Sadi Mehdi Saleh. 

Israe&party head 

visits Egypt 

CAIRO (R) — Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Boutros Ghali 
Wednesday met the most senior 
Israeli official to visit Cairo in IS 
months, diplomats said. 'The 
Egyptians invited rabbi Avraham 
Ravitz to explore the different 
trends within Israel,” an Israeli 
embassy official told Reuters. 
The rabbi is the leader of the 
small orthodox Degel Hatorah 
party which has two members in 
the Knesset. He is also deputy 
housing minister. 


Dubai defers show 

DUBAI (R) — Dubai has post- 
poned until November a major 
aerospace and defence exhibi- 
tion, scheduled to open next 
month, because of a U.N. dead- 
fine for possible war in the Gulf. 
“.... A number of overseas com- 
panies had requested the new 
date after the United Nation’s 
January 15 ultimatum to Iraq,” a 
statement from the organisers, 
quoting Dubai’s civil aviation 
head, said Wednesday. 
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Coup bid 
reported In 
Mauritania 

NOUAKCHOTT (AP) — Au- 
thorities arrested as many as 300 
civilians and military personnel 
after an alleged coup attempt last 
week, informed sources said 
Wednesday. Members of the 
Mauritanian marines were among 
those arrested following the Nov. 
27 coup attempt by black 
Mauritanians, the sources said. It 
wonld be the second coup 
attempt in three years organised 
by blade Mauritanians. 


Israelis bolster 
S. Lebanon forces 

RASHAYA, Lebanon (R) — 
Israel has bolstered its forces in 
South Lebanon following an up- 
surge in guerrialla attacks, 
sources said Wednesday. They 
said 20 Israeli armoured vehicles 
had moved to five frontline posi- 
tions ■ in the eastern sector of 
Israel's self-proclaimed South 
Lebanon' “security zone” within 
the past 24 hours. The deploy- 
ment follows a spate of recent 
attacks by Lebanese and Palesti- 
nian resistance fighters on Israeli 

troops and their nnliria allies of 
tiie South Lebanon Army (SLA). 
Five Israeli soldiers and two 
Palestinian guerrillas were killed 
in a dash OU Nov. 26. SLA 
militiamen lolled five Lebanese 
fighters inside the zone Monday. 


Y emen urges 
Arab summit 


BAGHDAD (R) — Yemeni 
Vice-President Ali Salem Al 
Beedh, fresh from talks with Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, cal- 
led for an Arab summit to pre- 
vent war engulfing the entire 
region. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
Wednesday quoted Beedfa as 
issuing the call after talks in 
Baghdad with Saddam, His 
Majesty King Hussein and Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

"This summit aims at prevent- 
ing a destructive war in the region 
which... will reach every comer 
of the Arab Homeland and will 
harm all the Arab people,” said 
Beedh, who had fresh talks with 
Saddam Wednesday after the four 
way discussions on Tuesday. 

Palestinian sources said senior 
officials from Iraq, Jordan, Ye- 
men and the PLO had further 
talks on the Golf crisis in Bagh- ' 
dad Wednesday. The sources had 
no details. 

Saddam also chaired a meeting 
between Iraq’s supreme body, 
the Revolutionary Command 
Council, and the leadership of the 
ruling B aai h Party. Such joint 
meetings are sometimes followed 
by major policy statements. 

In the only inform ation issued 
on Tuesday’s talks, INA said the 
four leaders were convinced "that 
it is necessary to work at the Arab 


and international levels to solve 
all the region's problems, espe- 
cially the Palestinian question.” 

The meeting was held ahead of 
expected talks in Washington be- 
tween Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tareq Aziz and U.S. President 
George Bush. 

King Hussein and Arafat left 
Baghdad after the talks and 
Beedh flew out Wednesday. 

INA quoted Beedh as saving 
Tuesday's four-way talks had 
"constructive results on the way 
to achieve a complete and just 
peace in the region.” 

He said Yemen planned meet- 
ings with all Arab leaden "to 
restore unity in Arab ranks and 
eliminate all problems that 
caused differences and divisions” 
since the Arab League summit in 
Cairo. 

The summit, held days after 
Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait, 
spbt the organisation. Twelve cf 
the league’s 21 members voted to 
condemn the invasion. 

The split has since widened, 
with Egypt, Syria and Morocco 
sending troops to join a U.S.-led 
multinational force massed in 
Saudi Arabia against Iraq. 

According to INA, Beedh said 
a dialogue attended by all Arab 
leaders was needed to resolve the 
region’s problems especially the 
Palestinian issue. 



VICTIM OF SANCTION: An Iraqi child 

undergoing treatment in a hospital. Iraq 

had said that over 1,400 Iraqi children have died 


because of malnutrition and lack, of medicine as a 
result of the international sanctions against Iraq 
(Photo by 


Bush pessimistic talks 
will settle Gulf crisis 


U.S. will use 




sudden, massive 


force 

Combined agency dispatches 


WASHINGTON — Secretary of 
State James Baker said Wednes- 
day the United States would em- 
ploy force suddenly, massively 
and decisively if Iraq refused to 
withdraw unconditionally from 
Kuwait and release all foreign 
nationals. 

Testifying to the Senate Fore- 
ign Relations Committee, Baker 
said: "Our aim is that if force 
must be used, it wDl be used 
suddenly, massively and decisive- 
ly.” 

The economic squeeze im- 
posed by the U.N. Security 
Council after the Aug. 2 invasion 
"has had little, if any, effect on 
(Iraq’s) inclination to withdraw,” 
Baker told the committee. 

He stopped short of saying the 
Bush administration would 
launch an attack after Jan. IS. 
The United States pushed for a 
U.N. Security Council proposal, 
established last week, demanding 
that Iraq quit Kuwait by Jan. 15 
or face attack. 

But like Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney, Baker left no 
doubt U.S. policy will not depend 
on economic sanctions alone to 
reverse the invasion. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein "must be stopped, peacefully 
if possible, but by force if neces- 
sary,” Baker said. 

“We must show Saddam Hus- 


Baker 

sein that time is not on his side,” 
he told lawmakers. 

The committee's senior Repub- 
lican, Sen. Jesse Helms of North 
Carolina, opened Wednesday’s 
bearings with a vigorous endorse- 
ment of President George Bush’s 
leadership. Bush is a Republican, 
but the Congress is controlled by 
Democrats. 

Helms said criticism of Bush's 
Gulf policy from Congress and 
the American public “debilitates 
the nation....” 

Baker, wbo Bush is sending to 
Baghdad this month for talks with 
Saddam, sought to try to rebut 
arguments made by members of 
Congress, some former U.S. 
military commanders and Tuesday by 
former Defence Secretary Robert 
McNamara that sanctions should 
be given more time to work be- 
fore the U.S.-led coalition attacks 
Iraq. 

On Tuesday, in a sign of grow- 
ing unease. House Democrats 
overwhelmingly adopted a non- 
binding resolution that said Bush 
sbonld not order an attack with- 
out prior approval from Con- 
gress. Democrats voted 177-37 in 
a closed-door caucus foT the 
statement, which also expressed 
support for the president's di- 
plomatic initiatives io the Guif 
crisis (see page 2). 

Baker said Wednesday Bush’s 

(Continued on page 5) 


BUENOS AIRES (Agencies) — 
President George Bush Wednes- 
day expressed doubt that direct 
talks between the United States 
and Iraq would produce a settle- 
ment of the Gulf crisis. 

“I’m not optimistic. I see no 
evidence chat (Iraqi President) 
Saddam Hussein is ready to com- 
ply fully, without condition, with 
the U.N. resolutions,” Bush said, 
referring to demands by the 
world body for a complete Iraqi 
withdrawal from Kuwait: 

Bush's comments came when 
he was asked at a joint news 
conference with Argentine Presi- 
dent Carlos Menem about reports 
from Baghdad the Iraq was ready 
to soften its position on removing 
its troops from Kuwait. 

“Who’s your source? Who's 
saying it?” Bush asked the repor- 


ter who said that a senior Iraqi 
official had let it be known that 
everything would be on the table 
in proposed talks between 
Washington and Baghdad. 

“Iraq has agreed in principle to 
Bush's proposal for high-level 
talks on the Gulf crisis but has not 
formally responded to the presi- 
dent’s offer and no date been set 
for the talks. 

“We hear so many rumours 
about deals and yet every time an 
Iraqi official speaks on the record 
it is that they will not withdraw 
from Kuwait.” Bush said. “My 
view, and I think it's the view- of 
the entire world... is that they 
must withdraw without condi- 
tion.” 

Bush's response was endorsed 
by Menem. “I share everything 
that has been said here fcv the 


president of the United States. 
An aggressor cannot condition 
his withdrawal on the satisfaction 
of his conditions. The only way is 
for Iraq to withdraw without any 
preconditions.” the Argentine 
leader said. 

Bush will meet with Iraqi Fore- 
ign Minister Tareq Aziz in 
Washington on Dec. 17, a French 
radio network reported Wednes- 
day. But the White House said no 
date bad been set. 

Yasser Abed Rabbo, a mem- 
ber cf the executive committee of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), made the disclo- 
sure to Radio France Interna- 
tionale. 

Abed Rabbo attended a meet- 
ing Tuesday in Baghdad of senior 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israelis break up Palestinian 
marches, shoot and wound 16 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Stone-throwing 
Palestinians battled Israeli sol- 
diers Wednesday during marches 
to mark the founding in 1967 of a 
leading Palestinian group. 

Residents said troops wounded 
eight protesters in the West Bank 
town of Ramallah and eight in the 
Gaza Strip. 

Palestinians said hundreds of 
supporters of the Popular From 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) marched in a number of 
West Bank towns and the Gaza 
Strip ahead of the anniversary. 

lire marches were held before 
the actual anniversary because 
Palestinian leaders of the three- 
year-old uprising expect Israel to 
clamp restrictions on the Palesti- 
nians of the occupied territories. 

Sources said the army would 
deploy extra troops to prevent 
protests by the 1.75 million West 
Bank and Gaza Strip Palestinians 
Sunday, the start of the revolt’s 
fourth year. 

Palestinians say the PFLP is the 
second largest group in the four- 
faction unified leadership of the 
uprising. 


Shots fired 
at Israeli bus 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Gunshots were fired at 
an Israeli bus in the occupied 
West Bank and at leas: three 
people were wounded, the 
army and Israeli reports said. 

Military sources said several 
shots were fired at the bus as it 
drove on a main thoroughfare 
near Je l azoun refugee camp, 
north of Ramallah in the West 
Bank. 

Three were slightly wounded 
and rushed to hospital, the 
sources added, without elabor- 
ating. 

Witnesses said some 400 
Palestinians, waving banners and 
Palestinian flags, marched in the 
centre of the West Bank town of 
Ramallah. 

Protesters clashed with Israeli 
soldiers who fired rubber bullets 
and tear-gas to disperse them. 
Hosptai sources said eight people 
were treated for rubber bullet 


injuries, including one hit in the 
eye. Troops clamped a curfew on 
the town centre. 

In Gaza, soldiers shot and 
wounded eight people during a 
similar march by some 1,000 peo- 
ple, Palestinians said. 

In the West Bank town of 
Jenin, unknown assailants shot 
dead Harb Hindawi, 45, sus- 
pected of being an Israeli infor- 
mer, military sources said. 

Israeli soldiers destroyed the 
homes of two West Bank Palesti- 
nians serving life sentences for 
allegedly killing Arabs suspected 
of helping Israel, military sources 
said. 

In a sweeping new security 
measure, hundreds of police have 
set np checkpoints along Israel's 
1967 borders and frisked Palesti- 
nians driving from the occupied 
territories into Israel. 

News reports said Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens plans 
other steps — including renewing 
expulsion of Palestinians and 
blocking thousands more Arabs 
from entering Israel — following 
a wave of stabbing attacks on 
Israelis. 


Kuwaiti delegation speaks out against Gulf build-up 


By Lamis K. Andoni 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — At the end of. a 
five-day visit to Jordan a 
Kuwaiti delegation which is 
seeking public support against 
Baghdad remained uncom- 
promising in its demands for a 
complete Iraqi withdrawal 
from the emirate but shifted to 
a tougher position against the 
U.S.-led mili tary build-up in 
the Gulf. 

At a press conference it held 
before their departure for 
Cairo, the delegation's mem- 
bers also stressed opposition to 
military attacks against Iraq 
prior or after its withdrawal. 

"We are against any assault 
go destroy Iraq... the destruc- 
tion of Iraq will be a destruc- 
tion of the Arab World,” 
Mohammad Jassem A2 Saqer, 
the former editor in chief of 
the influential Kuwaiti Al 


Qabas daily, said stressing that 
the delegation’s views reflected 
the popular and not the official 
.opinion in Kuwait. 

Statements by the Kuwaiti 
visitors, including former offi- 
cials, opposition leaders and 

prominent writers, sharply 
contrasted with the toppled Al 
Sabah family’s repeated sup- 
port for military action against 
Baghdad. 

Tlie delegation's members, 
including the opposition fi- 
gures, however, appeared re- 
luctant to allow their differ- 
ences with Al Sabah family to 
evolve into a serious rift which 
could undermine their struggle 
to restore Kuwait. According 
to one member of the delega- 
tion who preferred anonymity, 
critics and opponents of the 
government will continue to 
insist on the reinstatement of 
the emiri family in power and 
will address their differences 


after a complete Iraqi with- 
drawal from Kuwait. 

But political analysts here 
believe that if the delegation, 
which is touring Arab coun- 
tries, continues to make such 
statements Al Sabah family 
will either be under pressure to 
appease Kuwaiti public opin- 
ion or a rift might emerge even 
prior to an Iraqi withdrawal. 

At the press conference here 
some members of the delega- 
tion implicitly challenged the 
Sabah family’s claims that it 
had sought American help to 
liberate Kuwait. 

"Regardless of whether Iraq 
would have entered Kuwait or 
not, there had been an Amer- 
ican plan to send troops to the 
region. But the (Iraqi move) 
provided the U.S. with a gol- 
den opportunity to justify their 

step,” Saqer said. 

"They (foreign troops) are 
not here to defend Kuwait. 


They are here to defend their 
interests,” he said after being 
repeatedly challenged by local 
journalists to prove that 
Kuwait was not involved in a 
plot to undermine Iraq. 

But all of the delegates vehe- 
mently argued that an Iraqi 
withdrawal from Kuwait was 
not only a key to a settlement 
of the crisis but also crucial to 
Arab demands for the depar- 
ture of foreign troops from the 
region. 

Some even vowed to join 
Iraq in its confrontation with 
the West if Baghdad pulled out 
its army from Kuwait. 

"In our view the presence of 
Iraqi troops in Kuwait in- 
creases the possibilities of an 
attack against Iraq. After the 
withdrawal of Iraqi troops we 
are ready to jots an Arab front 
behind Iraq against the foreign 
troops m the region,” said Dr. 
Ahmad Al Rab’i, a leading 


opposition figure in Kuwait. 

The delegation, however, 
remained firm in its refusal of 
negotiations on Iraq’s territo- 
rial and other daims prior to a 
complete Iraqi pullout from 
Kuwait. 

“Even if the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment accepts such negotiations 
we shall stand against it," said 
Saqer. 

Rab’i said negotiations will 
be possible only after an Iraqi 
withdrawal from Kuwait. 

Initially Rab'i and others in- 
dicated that all Iraqi demands 
— including its claims to the 
oil-rich Bubiyan Island and 
Roumailah fields — were 
negotiable. But when pressed 
to be more specific he express- 
ed strong reservations against 
Iraq retaining the two border 
strips. 

"This is a matter of national 
(Continued on page 5) 


Badran meets Hammadi 


AMMAN (J.T) — Prime Minis- 
ter M udar Badran Wednesday 
held talks with Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Saadoun Hamma- 
di, the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra said. 

During the meeting, which was 
attended by Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Minister of Interior Salem 
Masaadeb and Minister of Indus- 
try and Trade Ziad Fariz, Badran 
and Hammadi discussed issues of 
mutual interest, it said. The 
meeting ws also attended by the 
Iraqi charge d’affaires in Am- 
man. 

The Iraqi minister arrived in 


Jordan from Sudan where be 
delivered a message from Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein to 
Sudanese military leader Omar 
H assail AJ Bashir. The contents 
of the message were not dis- 
closed. 

While in Sudan, Hammadi 
reiterated Iraq's support for a just 
solution to ail regional issues, 
particularly the Palestinian prob- 
elm. He said Iraq will present 
that position to the United States 
when officials of the two coun- 
tries meet for talks on the Gulf 
crisis. 


Badran hits MPs 
for 4 showmanship 9 


By Abdullah Havana t 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In answer to ques- 
tions and charges ranging from 
cancelling martial law to curbing 
prostitution. Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran Wednesday 
lashed out at deputies and de- 
scribed their speeches as a 
“show” intended only to embar- 
rass the government. 

The most serious of a long list 
of charges, made by a number of 
deputies, accused Badran’s gov- 
ernment of failing to fulfil a 
pledge it had made earlier to 
abolish martial law. The prime 
minister said that these laws 
could not be abolished without a 
suitable alternative. 

“The alternative is already with 
you,” Badran said referring to a 
draft defence law that the govern- 
ment had presented to Parlia- 
ment in its last session. 

The prime minister said issues 
like national security could not be 
left “unattended to” in the' abs- 
ence of proper legislation. Bad- 
ran, in his government program- 
me last year, pledged to abolish 
martial laws within six months. 

Answering a query by Amman 
Deputy Fakhri Kawar (Democra- 
tic Bloc) on why the Kingdom 
continues to import American 
goods when many are calling for a 
boycott of these products; the 
premier said: "We in Jordan have 
not decided on boycotting any 
country.” 

He said Jordan floats tenders 
and accords contracts to the best 
bidders. Badran, addressing 
Kawar, said: "I find this very 
strange coming from a deputy 
who just returned from a two- 
week visit to the U.S.” 

The Democratic Bloc called on 
the government to replace the 
existing 30-year-old labour law 
with a new one that would 
“address labour relations in view 
of developments in the country's 
industrial and social infrastruc- 
ture.” 


The prime minister said that his 
government five months ago for- 
warded a draft labour law to 
trade unions, the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Chamber of 
Industry for evaluation. But, he 
said, so far none of these bodies 
has responded. 

In answer to a charge by Irbid 
Deputy Ahmad Al Kofahi (Mus- 
lim Brotherhood) that prostitu- 
tion was rife in the country and 
that prostitutes "can be picked up 
from the pavement,” Badran 
strongly objected to the topic 
being discussed in Parliament and 
said that he "could not see prosti- 
tutes while moving in town.” 

"This is a Muslim country,” 
Badran said: "I will not tolerate 
this; I have already instructed the 
police chief to be on the look 
out,” be told the deputy daring 
the two-hour session during 
which deputies observed a two- 
minute silence when the call for 
everting prayer was heard. 

Another deputy, Abdul Hafeez 
Elawi (Muslim Brotherhood — 
Madaba), strongly criticised Jor- 
dan Television for airing an inter- 
view with Palestinian poet 
Mahmoud Darwish which Elawi 
said advocated “co-existence with 
the Jews.” 

"I want those responsible for 
airing the views of the Marxist 
Darwish be made accountable,” 
the deputy said in a lengthy di- 
atribe. 

Independent deputy Ahma d 
Owaidi Al Abbadi aim criticised 
Jordan Television and demanded 
JTV abstain from transmitting 
the traditional new year celebra- 
tions from Europe. 

Deputies Kawar and Faris 
Nabulsi (Democratic Bloc) criti- 
cised the government for extend- 
ing the term of the Greater Am- 
man Municipality board for 
another two years and called for a 
reexamination of the decision 
since “the government earlier 
pledged to bold elections in Am- 
man and other towns and cities.” 


Egypt gets $1.5 billion aid 
from Saudi Arabia 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Saudi 
Arabia granted Egypt SI .5 billion 
to help it cope with losses incur- 
red in the Gulf crisis, Saudi Fore- 
ign Minister Saud Al Faisal said 
Wednesday. 

Prince Saud, speaking after a 
two-day meeting of a joint com- 
mittee, said Riyadh granted 
Cairo SI billion to support its 
balance of payments and S500 
million to finance development 
projects. 

Four Gulf Arab states, includ- 
ing Saudi Arabia, have forgiven 
about $7 billion owed to them by 
Egypt following Iraq's Aug. 2 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Prince Saud and Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul 
Meguid also issued a statement 
welcoming the U.S. proposal for 
talks with Iraq. 

“The two sides believe the 
proposal ... creates a last chance 
to keep the danger of war from 
the region,” they said in a state - 
meat after the meeting of the 
joint committee. 

Prince Saud and Abdul Meguid 
had talks in Cairo Tuesday with 
their Syrian counterpart Farook 
Al Shara. Their countries have 
insisted U.N. Security Council 
resolutions against Iraq be im- 
plemented in full. 

Hie three ministers made no 
mention of the U.S. proposal at 
the end of their talks. 

Western diplomats say the 
three states were concerned 

Washington had gone over their 
heads in offering to bold direct 


talks with Iraq and they feared 
the United States would make 
"concessions” to Iraq. 

At the end of the meeting 
Wednesday, Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia signed accords worth ab- 
out S97 million for road and sea 
transport projects, agricultural 
schemes in Egypt's Sinai desen and 
a sugar factory. 

Cairo’s S50-billion foreign debt, 
which had been crippling the 
economy , has decreased by 
almost a third since the crisis 
began. 

Egyptian sources quoted by the 
AP said Egypt, Syria and Saudi 
Arabia were moving towards a 
new arrangement to maintain 
Gulf security once the current 
crisis ends. 

The shape of any joint accom- 
modation has not been worked 
out, they said, but it probably 
would entail Saudi financing of 
forces provided by Egypt and 
Syria. 

That would be an Arab version 
of a post-crisis arrangement prop- 
osed three months ago by U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker. 
But Baker’s idea drew criticism 
even among the United States' 
Arab allies like Egypt, who wor- 
ried that it threatened a perma- 
nent Western presence in the 
area. 

Makram Mohammad Ahmad, 
Egyptian magazine editor and a 
confidant of President Hosni 
Mubarak, said the tripartite plan 
was a key element of continuing 
consultations. 
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U.S. Democrats want war 

declaration before assault 

Bush says he is in no mood to ‘negotiate ’ 


WASHINGTON (R) — Con- 
cr?NMon.il Democrats voted over- 
v-hclmingly Tuesday 10 require 
U.S. President Bush to seek a 
declaration of war from Congress 
before attacking Iraqi troops in 
:hc Guif. the first such formal 
signal of concern. 

The vote came as a lawyer for 
Bush and an attorney for 54 
Democratic members of Con- 
gress clashed in federal court over 
■* hither Bush must get congres- 
sional approval before going to 
war against Iraq. 

The 177-37 vote by the Demo- 
crats in the U S. House of Repre- 
sentatives was in response to 
Bush's decision last month to 
boosr the U S. military force in 
the Gulf to about JOO.nnO troops 
to go on the offensive if neces- 
sary. The resolution does not 
bind Bush to any action. 

The first formal congressional 
signal of concern over Bush's 
Nov. is decision came amid fears 
the United States might be head- 
ing towards war and congression- 
al' urging that U.N. economic 
sanctions against Iraq be given 
time to work. 

The resolution adopted behind 
closed doors stated that no offen- 
sive action shall be initiated with- 
out the approval required under 
the U.S. constitution, "except to 
protect American lives from im- 
minent endangerment." 

Officials of the Republican 
administration have said the pres- 
ident requires no extra authority 
from Congress to send troops into 


combat. 

The resolution also said the 
Democrats supported Bush's 
efforts to defend Saudi Arabia, 
demanded that Iraq withdraws 
from Kuwait and supported 
Bush's diplomatic and economic 
moves to resolve the Gulf crisis. 

Congress opens its new session 
on Jan. 3. The United Nations 
has authorised the use of force to 
get Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait 
from Jan. 15. 

The resolution does not pre- 
clude a vote to go to war. 

A lawyer representing Bush 

faced an attorney for 53 House 
members and one senator in a 
hearing before Federal Judge 
Harold Greene which has impor- 
tant ramifications for Bush's Gulf 
policy. 

Assistant Attorney General 
Stuart Gerson, representing the 
administration, said the constitu- 
tion gave the president broad 
powers to send troops abroad and 
ir would be wrong for the courts 
to restrict Bush’s options in the 
Gulf crisis. 

But jules Lobe!, the attorney 
for the Democratic lawmakers, 
said only Congress had the power 
under the constitution to declare 
war. He asked the judge to bar 
Bush from launching a military 
attack against Iraq without con- 
gressional approval. 

Greene seemed sceptical about 
whether he had the authority to 
prevent Bush from attacking 
Iraq. 

He did not immediatelv make a 


decision and gave no indication 
when he would rule. 

Bush Tuesday rejected calls in 
Congress to rely on sanctions to 
drive Iraq from Kuwait but 
Robert McNamara, a prominent 
Vietnam war strategist, added his 
voice to those urging patience in 
the Gulf crisis. 

Bush, travelling in Uruguay, 
said that if Iraq agrees to send 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz to 
the White House next week as he 
has proposed, "the message is: 
get out of Kuwait in full com- 
pliance with all U.N. rcsoiu- 

■ »• 

tions. 

"I'm not in a negotiating 
mood, or anything of that nature, 
when I meet Aziz.” Bush said 
during a news conference with 
Uruguayan President Luis Alber- 
to Lacalle in Montevideo. 

"The best hope for peace is for 
him (Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein) to understand that all 
means, ail means necessary. :o 
fulfill these ( U.N. I resolutions 
will be used against him. and I 
hope he gets the message.” Bush 
said. 

He said he disagreed with re- 
tired navy Admiral William 
Crowe and retired air force 
Genera! David Jones, former 
chairmen of the U.S. Joint Chiefs 
of Staff who testified at congres- 
sional bearings last week that the 
economic squeeze of Iraq should 
be tried for up to 18 months 
before using force. 

"I don't agree with that.” Bush 
said. “I have not been one who 


has been confident that sanctions 
alone would bring (Iraq) to (its) 


In Washington. McNamara — 
who oversaw the U.S. -Vietnam 
war effort as defence secretary in 
the 1960s and once uttered a 
famous reassurance that he saw 
“light at the end of the tunnel" — 
joined the retired military brass 
and many congressional Demo- 
crats in favouring mare time for 
sanctions. 

1 ‘Surely we should be prepared 
to extend the sanctions over a 12- 
ot 18-month period if that offers 
an opportunity to achieve our 
political objective without the 
loss of American lives." McNa- 
mara said in testimony before the 
Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee. 

"Who can doubt that a year of 
blockade will be cheaper than a 
week of war?” 

He said a lesson of the Vietnam 
war was that a president should 
not initiate military action with- 
out the people's support. 

He added that, in his view, 
reliance on a long period of sanc- 
tions would weaken Iraq militari- 
ly far more rapidly than the harsh 
desert environment would dimin- 
ish the readiness of U.S. forces. 

Committee Chairman 
Claiborne Pell, a Democrat, said 
sanctions were an alternative to 
military actions by mostly Amer- 
ican forces and added that “our 
United Nations allies are more 
than willing to fight to the last 
American." 


Arab- American says he will not Jerusalem 


give in to Kahane clan threats 


NEW YORK CAP) — Arab- 
American leader M.T. Mehdi 
said Tuesdav he would not be 

m 

silenced by a warning that he is 
on an extremist “hit list" aimed at 
avenging the murder of rabbi 
Meir Kahane. 

New York Newsday reported 
that a note was mailed to a New 
York television reporter by mem- 
bers of Kahane's anti-Arab Kach 
Party, threatening 10 supporters 
of Palestinian rights. 

The note, bearing a New York 
postmark contained the thinly 
veiled warning that “things, will 
go boom in the night.” Newsday 
said. 

“Time is on our side. We will 
make sure rabbi Kahane's death 
was not in vain.” the note said. 

Mehdi and attorney Rita Haus- 
er. U.S. chair of the International 
Centre for Peace in the Middle 
East, are among 10 people on the 
hi: list. They said Tuesday that 
police warned ibem about it two 
weeks ago. 

“I'm really concerned about it. 
I don *, have anything to say." 
said Hauser, adding that she was 
distressed that the list had been 
publicised. 

Mehdi. secretary general of the 
National Council of Islamic 
Affairs and president of the 
American-Arab Relations Com- 
mittee. said he's had private pro- 
tection “for some time.” He said 
that in 1974, opponents burned 
his office and broke his back. 

Mehdi conceded that he 
“might be a little bit” worried 
ab>^'^l :he hit list. But “I shall not 
succumb to any threat.” 

"Mv thoughts are moral. 

m v-- 

peaceful, constitutional, in the 
interest of the Arabs, in the 
interest of the Jews, in the in- 
terest of the American people." 
he said. “Of course some Muslim 
courtr.es today are SOBs. Our 
criticism of these Muslim coun- 


tries... doesn't reflea on the spir- 
it of the universalist Islam, the 
religion of peace. 

Newsday said the list also in- 
cluded Louis Farrakhan, head of 
the Nation of Islam; Rabbi 
Arthur Hertzberg. a Dartmouth 
college professor; University of 
Chicago history Professor Rashid 
Khalidi; New York Times col- 
umnist Anthony Lewis; Clovis 
Maksoud, fromer U.N. ambassa- 
doxjEcom the Arab League; Col- 
umbia University. Professor Ed- 
ward said, and two others whose 
identities could not be confirmed. 

Hertzberg in a statement said 
he will continue to teach and 
express his views, with extra pro- 
tection from police and campus 
security. 

Farrakhan, Khalidi. Lewis and 
Maksoud had no comment. 

Said could not be located for 
comment, said Columbia Uni- 
versity spokesman Fred Knubel. 

Kahane was shot Nov. 5 while 
attending a Zionist meeting in a 
midtown hotel. Police have 
charged city employee AJ Sayyid 
Nosair with the killing. They say 
he apparently acted alone, be- 
cause there is no solid evidence 
linking him to anti-Israel orga- 
nisations. 

Police found another list, this 
one with the names of six well- 
known Jews — including a con- 
gressman. two federal judges and 
an assistant U.S. attorney — at 

m 

Nosair's home in QifCside Park. 
New Jersey. That led some within 
New York’s Jewish commumtv to 

V 

believe Kahane's killing was part 
of a conspiracy. 

Nosair was charged in a new 
indictment with the attempted 
murder of a federal police officer, 
the Manhattan district attorney 
announced Tuesday. 

The new charge refers to 
Nosair's alleged shooting of Car- 
los Acosta, a uniformed officer of 


the U.S. postal service's protec- 
tive service, during an exchange 
of gunfire on Lexington Avenue 
near 48th street. 

Nosair was fleeing the Marriott 
East side hotel after ^allegedly 
shooting Kahane in the neck 
when he encountered Acosta, the 
superseding indictment said. 
Nosair allegedly shot Acosta in 
the upper right arm and the offic- 
er fired a bullet into the front of 
Nosair's heck. Both men ‘have 
recovered. 

The attempted first-degree 
murder charge has a minimum 
sentence of 15 years to life and a 
maximum sentence of 25 years to 
life upon conviction. 

The superseding indictment in- 
cludes the charges from the ori- 
ginal indictment. Those charges 
are: 

— Second-degree attempted 
murder relating to Acosta. 

— Second-degree assault relat- 
ing to 73-year-old Irving Frank- 
lin. allegedly shot in the right leg 
when he tried to stop the fleeing 
Nosair. 

— First-degree coercion be- 
cause of Nosair's alleged gun- 
point attempt to commandeer of 
Franklin Garcia's taxicab. 

— Also second-and third- 
degree criminal possession of a 
weapon and reckless endan gar- 
ment. 

Nosair was to be arraigned 
Wednesday on the new indict- 
ment in a New York supreme 
court. 

There are several Arab- 
American organisations and 
the prominent of them are die 
Arab- American Anti- 
Discrimination Committee 
(ADC) and the National Asso- 
ciation of Arab Americans 
fNAA). 


Post sacks 
! 30 journalists! 

TEL AVTV ( R) — Israel's scrike- 
, hi: Jerusalem Post newspaper has 
' sacked 50 journalists in a bid to 
end union representation. 

I: was the second time this year 
that Post president and publisher 
. Yehuda levy had approved group 
dismissals amid labour unrest. In 
: January he sacked 30 senior staf- 

m 

■ fers who accused him of violating 
a pledgfroot to interfere in edito- 
rial operations. 

“We sent out 30 dismissal 
Setters’ to all journalists except 
those who signed personal con- 
tracts. These dismissals are in 
addition to 27 agreed on recent- 
ly." Levy told Reuters. 

m p 

“It can't be that a man invests 
: more than S20 million ... and a 
workers' committee or trade un- 
. ion comes along and decides it 
: wants to manage things," be told 
‘ Israel Radio. 

The move is certain to harm 
operations at the well-known 
English-language daily, which 
< was bought in 1989 by Conrad 
Black’s Hollinger company which 
. also owns Britain's Daily Tele- 
' graph. 

Canada-based Hollinger paid 
Si 7.5 million for the Post, for 
: higher than its estimated value. 

and has invested in new technolo- 
. gv for the loss-making post and 
launched weekly French- 
language edition. 

At least 87 Post staffers have 
been dismissed this year, leaving 
only 15 journalists, a handful of 
people worked to put together 
the Post's Tuesday edition, which 
had only one bylined story on the j 
from page and was filled with 
new s agency copy. 

A front page notice apologised 
. for die issue's “shortcomings” as 
j a result of the walkout. 


Iraqi Jew remembers a 
‘different’ Saddam 


By Marcos EUasou 
The Associated Press 

OR YEHUDA — A Jewish 
museum in central Israel seems 
an unlikely place in which to 
bear about Saddam Hussein's 
warmth. 

Most Israelis know him as 
the Arab dictator whose 
threats have forced them to get 
gas masks. But Vicky, a Jewish 
immigrant from Iraq, remem- 
bers him as the man who com- 
forted her when she came to 
him for help in getting her 
husband out of prison. 

Another woman recalled 
being protected from anti- 
Jewish riots by Saddam's fami- 
ly in his home village of Takrit. 

The two women spoke at the 
Babylonian Jewry Heritage 
Centre in Or Yehuda, an im- 
migrant town outside Tel Aviv, 
ar a discussion Sunday titled 
"Saddam Hussein's mind-set 
on Jews, Israelis and Zionists." 

Vicky did not want her sur- 
name published because, she 
said, she still has relatives in 
Iraq. She told her story in 
Hebrew laced with Iraqi 
idioms, sitting next to her hus- 
band who she believes was 
saved from the gallows with 
Saddam's help. 

In 1968. a coup had installed 
Saddam as Iraq's number two 
man behind Ahmad Hasan A1 
Bakr. The previous regime had 
jailed many Jews, including 
Vicky’s husband and her 
brother, as alleged spies. She 
and her sister-in-law Naima 
were desperate. 

One day. she recalled, an 
acquaintance gave her the 
address of a man named Sad- 
dam Hussein. "I said, who is 
this Saddam? Isn’t he against 
the Jews?" The acquaintance 
reassured her: "He’s not 
against anybody." 

Next day she and Naima 
went to the address next to the 
Yarmouk Mosque in Baghdad. 
They asked a passerby where 
they could find Saddam Hus- 
sein. "I am Saddam Hussein." 
he replied. 

She hadn't expected a man 
wearing a simple Arab robe 
and living in a relatively hum- 
ble house. “I got a fright, of 
course. I started crying and fell..,, 
around his shoulders. He said. _ 
“sister, what's the matter?”' 

He invited the women into . 
his housfc and his wife,' Sajida, 
served coffee. 

“How do you know your 
hasband is innocent?" Saddam 
asked. 

“I know. A wife has to know 
everything," Vicky recalled 
answering. 

Saddam retoned: “When I 
made the revolution, my wife 
knew nothing about it.” 

But he promised to look into 
the case, and told Vicky to visit 
whenever she liked. 

She came to the house eight 
times hoping for news. She 
became friendly with Sajida 
and Saddam's mother. Saddam 
bad also spent time in prison, 
and Sajida told Vicky. “I know 
what you're going through. I 
tasted it too.” 

The last time she saw Sad- 
dam, had had changed. He 
wore a Western suit, and tanks 
guarded the bouse by Y ar- 
te ouk Mosque. He told her 
there was testimony implicat- 
ing her husband, and that he 
would be interrogated further. 

“I knew he was being tor- 
tured. I said. ‘What piece of his 
body will be left to interro- 
gate?' I was very cheeky. He 
said. That’s the way it is. We 
will investigate, and every spy 
we find will be hanged.”' He 
spoke sternly, wagging a fin- 



ger. and told her not to come 
again, 

In January 1969, when the 
Iraqis hanged 13 Jews. Vicky’s 
husband and bis brother were 
sentenced to three years in 
prison. Vicky is convinced they 
received a relatively light sent- 
ence because Saddam took a 
personal interest. 

After the men were re- 
leased, the family immigrated 
to Israel. 

How does she feel when she 
hears U.S. President George 
Bush likening Saddam to Hit- 
ler? she groped for words. “I 
don't know," she said. 'To me 
he was good." 

Raya, who also asked that 
her surname not be published, 
grew up in Saddam's village of 
Takrit and remembers her pa- 
rents’ friendship with his fami- 
ly- 

She said her father, a weal- 
thy businessman who brought 
electrical power to Takrit. lent 
his car to drive Saddam's pre- 
gnant mother when she went to 
Baghdad to give birth to an 
older brother of Saddam. 

In 1941, when anti-Jewish 
riots erupted in Iraq. .she. and., - 
her family hid under their beds 
until villagers, including Sad- 
dam's Telatiyes,' came to them ; ~ 
to promise them protection/ ~ 

While fiercely hostile to 
Zionism, Saddam treats Iraq's 
tiny 150-member Jewish com- 
munity benevolently, said 
Mordechai Ben-Porat, an 
Iraqi-born former cabinet 
minister who sat next to Vicky 
and Naima while they talked. 

He said Saddam's attitude to 
Jews was shaped in part by the 
kindness of Takrit’s Jews to his 
mother. “It didn't totally influ- 
ence him.” Ben-Porat said. 
“But it definitely had an influ- 
ence.” 

Saddam has said the Israeli- 
Palestinian dispute should be 
negotiated along with his with- 
drawal from Kuwait. 

Monday, Iraqi U.N. dele- 
gate Adnan Malik told the 
General Assembly that the 
Palestinian people must have a 
homeland in the West Bank 
and Gaza, with Jerusalem as its 
capital, before any other 
Mideast peace questions can 
be dealt with. 

Saddam warned before Aug. 

2 that he would attack Israel 
with chemical weapons if the 
Jewish state attacked any Arab 
state. Subsequently he said 
that he would carry out the 
threat if Iraq was attacked by 
the multinational forces de- 
ployed in the Golf. 
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Spanish students protest Guif force 

MADRID (R) — Spanish high school and oniversity stodem.M** 
a nationwide strike Tuesday in protest against Spam spaitictpatgjn 
in the international mffitaiy force blockading Iraq, won 

rhaiTT"*" Juan Ignacio Ramos said 90 per cent of lugh school 

students in die cities of Madrid, Barcelona, Seville, Valencia and 
Bilbao stayed away from classes and thousands took to the street 
in demonstrations. “It is the first time students, have mobilised 
against die government's interventionist pobaes in me Wff, 
toWanews conference. But an education ministry official said vftry 
fewstudetns responded to the strike call- In the east coast town of 4 
Castellon, 400 student protesters threw stones and eggs at pohce,J 
bat local officials said no one was injured. The student union plans 
to set up committees to campaign for the return of ^ Spaig 
warships, a firgate and two corvettes, before the U-S- Security-, 
Co u ncil 's nitimafiim to Iraq to withdraw- from Kuwait expires on 
Jan. 15, Ramos said. 

U.S. panel to visit Mideast 

HONOLULU (AP) — U.S. Senator Daniel Inouye of Hawaii says 
he wiD travel to the Philippines on Friday to check the status of 
U.S. military bases. Inouye, chairman of the Senate D efence 
Appropriations Subcommittee, also will travel with other subcom- 
mittee members to the U.S. military supply depot at Diego Garcia 
in the Troian Ocean. From there, the group will continue on to 
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and IsraeL Inouye said President 
George Bush should seek congressional approval before launching 
a military offensive against Iraq. However, the Democrat dis- 
agreed with those who want Congress to debate and vote on the use 
of force. “It would be rather foolish for us to pass a resolution 
authorising him to attack anytime he wants," Inouye said. 

Iran says 27 drug dealers hanged 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran said 27 members of a drag trafficking gang 
were hanged in the western Iranian city of Bakhtaran Tuesday, die 
same day a U-N- committee adopted a resolution calling on Tehran 
to end human rights abuses. The traffickers executed at Zelabad 
prison had been widely involved in baying and selling narcotics in 
Bakhtaran and Zahedan, the official Islamic Republic News 
Agency said in a two-paragraph report monitored in Nicosia. 
Mv j ahed ecn -e-Khalq of Iran, an exile group dedicated to toppling 
Iran’s government* has claimed that the government so m eti m es 
disguises executions of dissidents by caliming they are drug dealers. 
The U.N. resolution, a compromise version that deleted draft 
language critici si ng “executions, ill-treatment and torture* 1 in Iran, 
came just as Amnesty International accused Tehran of prepetrating 
a wave of political executions. The General Assembly subcommit- 
tee dealing with human rights dropped that language so Tehran 
would continue cooperating with U.N. human rights investigations 
and let the Red Cross visit its prisons. Amnesty Internationals 
representative criticised deletion. 

Interfaith group sends aid to Guif 

NYACK, New York (AP) — The Fellowship of Reconciliation, an 
interfaith peace group, says it has shipped about 1600,000 worth of 
medicine to the Gulf to aid detained Americans, refugees and Iraqi 
citizens. The 12,700-kilogramme shipment of everything from 
infants’ formula to cancer drugs was meant to “hmnamse the 
situation to help Americans realise that it is immoral ; to keep 
medicine from anybody,” said a Fellowship spokesman, Doug 
Hostetter. Hostetler said that while the fellowship supports foe 
embargo on Iraq, international law permits civilian populations to 
receive medicine and even food. The medicine was gathered from 
an’onymous' donors /mduding .some corporations^ he. said. Four, 
.delegates from the 30, 000-member fellowship acctraj»med_the 
[ shipment from Stewart Airport in .Newburgh to AtnmiaiC^tnsd^ 
and met Monday- with the speaktfrjpf the Iraqi parliament Saadi 

id Tuesday. He said he had no details 


Mahdi Salih, Hostetter said 
abont the meeting. Some of the medicine has been turned over to 
Jordan to help evacuees from Iraq and Kuwait, the rest to the Red 
Crescent Society in Iraq, he said. 

Lebanese ex-diplomat faces charge 

BEIRUT AP) — Lebanon's former Ambassador to Washington 
Abdallah Bouhabib was formally charged by the states prosecutor 
Tuesday with ‘‘abuse of office and embeslement.” Examining 
magistrate Ghassan Rabbah set the hearing of the case for Dec. 18. 
Rabbah’s office announced that the Foreign Ministry has been 
asked to serve a subpoena of Bouhabib who is believed to be 
travelling between the United States and France. Bouhabib who 
had been serving in Washington daring the term of former 
President Amin Gemayei refused to support the next president 
Elias Hrawi, on his election by parliament in Nov, 1989. He chose 
to side with Michel Aoun, who set up a rival administration in the 
Christian-controlled sector of Lebanon. Aoun’s 11-month mutiny 
was crushed by Hrawi with Syrian military backing on Oct. 13 and 
the renegade general has taken refuge in the French embassy in 
Beirut. Hrawi appointed Nassib Lahoud to replace Bouhabib as 
a m bassad o r to Washington. Hrawi’s government has charged 
Aoun with stealing an estimated £125 million of state funds during 
his rebellion. 

Pope calls for dialogue in Gulf crisis 

VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope John Paul II told Italian sailors 
Tuesday that the crises in the Gulf and elsewhere in the Middle 
East must be resolved through dialogue. The remarks were the 
latest in a recent series of interventions by the Pope appe alin g for a 
peaceful resolution of the Gulf conflict. The Pope, addressing 
10,000 sailors in St. Peter's Basilica, noted the Italian navy hay 
contributed warships to the multinational force sent to the Gulf to 
enforce the U.N. embargo against Iraq. 
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CJCCdC rv“f 

Company 636381 

RJ Fbgbi Inform* oon . ... 08-53200 
Queen Ala Zotl. Airport 08-53201) 


Uimentfy Kcopita) 845845 

Ai'Moashrr Hospital 667227/9 

The I ilannc. AjtxUh 666127.37 

AJ-Ahli. Ahdali 6641646 

Italian, At-Muhajrecs 7771013 

AZ-Bashjr. J. Ashrafich T 7 ? 11 1.26 

Anoy. Marka 8916# MS 

Queen Alia HospfcaJ 60224*50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 109)983323 

Zarqa Nabosal Kosptfal . (091991071 
Ibn5mi Hospital ffl9Mi673C 

.. (02)275555 
Greek Calfao&c Hospital *02 )2 7 22 75 

Zbn Al Naftes Hospital (02 £47100 

AQABA- 

PrsKcn Hava Hospital .... (031314111 


10130 New DcQti (RJ) 

1*30 Cairo (RJ) 

Z0s45 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

IMS Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

17:25 Larnaca(RJ) 

17:30 LoikIoq(RJ) 

1440 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

1*30 Aqaba (RJ) 

19-J9 Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

20:10 Casablanca (RJ) 

(RJ) 


11:10 


17:30 


Paris (AF) 

Frankfurt (LH) 

— - Riyadh (5V) 

SkbrmzL, Muscat (GF) 
Ankara, Istanbul (TK) 

DubufEK) 

Cairo (MS) 


Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

10=0® Koran 

lfe25 Qrildxua progr amm e 

1U20 — ReOpots programme 

11240 .. — Friday’s prayer 


Mca.'max. temp. 

Azccxan n • J7 

Aqaba ’24 

Deserts 7 i 19 

Jordan V alley 12-22 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 2^. Aqaba 25-. Hunudity reading*: 
Amman 62 per cent. Aqaba C per 


Food Control Ccmre 

CbnJ Defence Department . . 661211 
CM Defence (mmeduze 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence E me r gency :« 

Rescue Police ...1^,6211:1.637777 

Fire Brigade H91228 


AMMAN: 

Htmra Medical Centre ... 
ttabdi Maternity. J. Amn 
AJukb Maiereiry. J. Amn 
JabaJ Amman Maternity... 
Mafias. J. Amman 


M J M. - . 

rsospnai 


susii?: 

. 644281/6 
. M244I/2 
... MZM 
... «ft!40 
6M17L-4 
.. 669131 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Tha mfonnoDorr is supplied by Rovaf 
Jcntvnjii (R ft mfrsrmanoB depart- 
ment at £V Q&xe Alia bMtiutxmJ 

Aoport Td ('/8IJBW5. where it 
fboakJ a. Vs vs be vended. 


Other Flights (Tormina! 2) 

Mdi Suu(LH) 

UiW Riy*fc(SV) 

16cH btnbni. AnJun(TK) 

- DubufEK) 

IfcM Muscat. Bahrain (GF) 

IMS CurofMS) 

Anamdam. btanfauifKL) 

1*15 Frankfurt (LH) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Tarmtnal 1) 

1*15 Riyadh (RI) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Tormina! (l) 

...... iii, R ow ; (Kj) 

IM® I.* London fRI) 

1*15 Paitt(RJ) 

14i0fl Lunaca(RJ) 

«:»5 Aqaba (RJ) 

Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 


Uppafknrcr price in Os per kg. 
- 550 / 450 

500/450 

Banana (Mnkamqjir) 450/400 

280 1 

■■■■(... 130 1 90 

220 / 280 

140/ 90 

^ , 200/130 

OKumbcn (large) 150/ 90 

Cucsmben (mull) 330 / 250 

DuSes S00 / 400 

200/150 

500/ 300 

Omfac 14Q0 / 1000 

p r# P» 500 / 400 

ff® 0131 — - 200/130 

Ma0°ar 180/130 

120/80 

5**f ro 7<"“ H ) 200/130 

S"! 0 * 1 — 240/180 

(green) ........ 240/ 180 

ka> **iMaa ii >iaajM«iaa . 600/500 

250/120 

^ - 200 '«o 

repper (sweet) uo/ tO 

‘ - 300/240 


14;15 a Refigrous seminar 

1*00 — Feature film 

1M News summary 

18:19 Local prog ramme 


News in Arabic 


21940 ... 


Arabic series 

— /crash *89 

— News summary zn Arabic 


Zklf 


PROGRAMME TWO 
17:30 - 

»<HMI.I,I. IH *. News in Fradi 


IW® * iiai«p«iiBa i.iMri News nx Hebrew 

-News in Arabic 
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Home News 

it 


n ft^Iraqi ambassador to U.S. says 
^ e most Americans support dialogue 

AMMAN (J-T.) — Following day. knew of no 

slQ dem Pres “ Icm Bush’s acceptance of "Once the American people coaid take pi 
" n s Partj^Iraq's cail for a tfialogue over the realise the facts about the Gulf “Bat Zionis 
1( 3- Studg Gnlf * ssue > ib®re has been a sharp region they will do doubt realise ited States hs 
-t*. of high ^increase in public support in the that war serves the interests of no apprehension 
'Ue, ^ United States for a peaceful set- one, and they will stand apamet Golf crisis am 
°°k to a, ^(tlement of die arsis, exception it,” Mashat said. Bush’s initiati 

s have being made by the Zionist lobby He said that Iraq had been “Iraq suppe 
* n ^ which advocating war, accord- calling for peaceful negotiations an internatio 
^ ing to Mohammad A1 Mashat, to avoid war and catastrophe for find solutions 

coajjTj'* Iraq’s ambassador to the United all those in the region, and Iraq problems and 
^ e 8gs a* States. wanted a comprehensive and just Fra ncois Mitte 

“dent uni ^ result of a just public solution for all the problems in- the United Ni 

«tuni of >opinion poll has showed that 95 doefing the Israeli occupation of positive elen 
he U.S ^ per cent of die American public Palestine, Lebanon and Golan Mashat said. 
Kuwait ftlr ^supports Washington's dialogue Heights alongside the Gulf prob- He said tha 
with Baghdad to reach a settle- km. ty ^f had alre 

ment,” Mashat said in a tele- Asked about President Bush’s clarifications 
phone conversation with Radio meeting with Iraqi Foreign Mans- g r> vr . r nmmt a 
Jordan Arabic service Wednes- ter Tareo Am. he said that be unseat Iran’s 


ter T&req Am, he said that be 
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Ministry of Supply issues rules 
controlling flour sale, consumption 


Je C S n ^ AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
before i 51 * Supply Wednesday announced 

e De au °^ a set of regulations concerning 
id v.- t m ° CIa ' t the sale of flour to bakeries and 
Das^'f ? the public, and said that resrric- 
j a tions were introduced to prevent 
u ^ e ^akf. snraggimg of flour, a strategic 
commodity, out at Jordan. 

“The government is forced to 
adopt these stringent measures to 
& fafticking E control the sale of flour after it 
* uesdi , has discovered that flour had 
0211 >ng on TjjJ been smuggled to neighbouring 
■uted at £eb Arab countries in large quantities 
narajticj ovct the past two months,” the 
Republic ministry’s Secretary General 
° re d in ^ Radi Ibrahim announced in a 
icated to umi statement to the Jordan News 
imenr some* Agency, Petra. 
are dnigde^ “We want to stem die smug- 
lat deleted ^ g^g of this strategic commodity, 
torture" in ^ especially under the extraordm- 
m prepenj sty circumstances Jordan is going 
mbly subo^ through and at a time when bread 
guage soTcfc ® Jordan is sold at 75 f3$ a 
his invest kilogramme, far less than any 
:y I me matke other country in the world,” Ibra- 
him said. 

He said that the ministry had 
I Ef noticed an increase in the rale of 

flour in August and September, 

leconcikariin 1,111 11 was to dn * ro 

»b»>X(O0 ivctT presence of large numbers of 
efu eees and i expatriates returning from the 
evenihiiie 1 countries, but when the 
"human' ' increase in the sale of flour con- 
' r ™ troued in October and November 
»k;i jj iheiniiiist^hadtoinvesdgUjsihe 
ini matter and found out that large 

quantities had been smuggled to 
f;^ ulaQ ® other countries. 

** =T™ B Ibrahim said that the mmistry. 


■as gi^eredji 
is. tie 
accom^r*, 
vmmdi.23 1 , 

parliarE'ai 
w had ms 
: n tumedrtt 
le rest to3E 


acting under directions from the 
government, and in coope ra tion 
with the concerned security au- 
thorities, had adopted the follow- 
ing me a s ur es to be applied im- 
mediately to prevent the loss of 
this strategic commodity: 

— The Ministry of Supply is 
committed to supply all min* with 
their needs of wheat to be ground 
into flour, bran and semolina, 
and the minis t r y win define the 
rates of selling these products. 

— The mmistry will rake direct 
supervision of the null’s work to 
ensure that the flour, bran and 
semolina conform to specifica- 
tions. 

— The mills will supply flour and 
bran to scores and ce n tre s which 
the mmistry assigns. These cen- 
tres will sell the products to the 
bakeries and die merchants under 
a quota system, and the mflls win 
therefore submit monthly reports 
about the quantities sold and the 
stores or centres to winch they 
were sold. 

— Bakeries can either obtain 
their needs of wheat flour from 
the mills or through a third party 
registered with the Ministry of 
Supply. 

— Each bakery win be assigned 
certain quantities of flour in each 
city and govemorate, and reports 
about sales wiD have to be sub- 
mitted to the Income Tax Depart- 
ment and the Bakeries Union. 

— Third parties providing the 
flour to the bakeries from the 




By Serene Haiasa 


to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Former Nicaraguan 
3TQ6 President Daniel Ortega said 
Wednesday that the key element 
,r ;o Waste: in his search for a peaceful solu- 
S ;a:es pro®: tion of the Gulf crisis was to take 
em. " EuK advantage of all the parties’ calls 
case tor Dei/ for peace and to “rake diem up 
iinistn his won it. 

s believed t 1 ' “The basic purpose of our ima- 
■ Bouhabb f uve is to have a just and peaceful 
ierm of fad settlement within the framework 
e netf pro? international law, the United 
’ v.s'v ft&Nations Charter, and all Security 
,i nVr tioo b; Council resolutions,” Ortega said 
, , 'l ^ pt upon his departure to Germany 
‘ ‘ „ fVf p : to meet with former Chancellor 
£ \. " 'WOly Brandt. 
en cn a ljj Ortega, head of the opposition 
a ff h «. -htf Sandinfera Liberation Front of 
:nI . Nicaragua, has been holding talks 
rate leadeR} of ^ Third 

World countries, including Mex- 
. • ican President Carlos Salmas de 

nSIS Gortari and the president of 

^Venezuela, Jaime Lustneiri. 

•Id Italian ^ ; 

re in the M* 
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The Nicaraguan delegation, 
which fe continuing its peace in- 
itiative, has also held talks with 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi, former Indian Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, and the 
Jordanian Monarch, King Hus- 


The delegation discussed with 
the King latest Gulf crisis and the 
outcome of the delegation's visits 
to many of the non-aligned cotm- 


According to diplomatic 
sources dose to the Nicaraguan 
team, talks will also be condtK3ed 
with former Japanese Prime 
Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone, and 
Nelson Mandela, deputy presi- 
dent of South Africa’s African 
National Council (ANC). 

Ortega said that it was still 
early to disclose the contents of 
the peace initiative, that comes as 
part of the non-aligned Nicara- 
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The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


-tr faiiiiiiii rm of pawtffag* by Iraqi artist Hanwit Muhammad AH 
at Abdul Tfat Shoman Foundation GaSery (10 sum. - fcOO 
pan.) 

tr FriitK^w»i of British archaeological projects in Jordan at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

* ExttbUon of ceramics: by Hazeut ZuTti; stoae lamps: by Sod 

Taher; caHlgraphy by Amer Mdtas at the Jordan 

Design and Trade Centre, Shmefcairi. 

* TMaw«. entitled 'L’oneat des cafes” at the French Cultural 


— Feature film “FkM of Dreams” at the American 

•• Centre — &30 pjn. 


»° Frt°?3 


N 


^•rs 


— Italian flhn entitled ‘‘Tl gioieHo dd Nilo” at Haya Arts Centre 
— 7:30 p.m. 

AQABA CULTURAL WEEK 

» a ■ 

— Edtflution ^Goethe-Forest” at Aqaba Yisitins’ Centre 

(opens 3^0 p.m) 

— EritiWtion fr**f»*^ ^Aila — an Islamic City on the China Sea” 
at Aqaba Visitors’ Centre (opens 336 p-m*) 


near the Vshora’ Centre — 4H» pjn- 

— Muskal performance by the Aqabba Mn n kip a B ty group it the 
auditorium — 5:00 pJB. 


m£Qs will have to obtain a finan- 
cial guarantee of JD 5,000 in 
order to undertake this land of 
task, and should honour an 
agreement with the ministry ab- 
out trading in flour. 

— It will be forbidden to any 
citizen to trade or smuggle flour 
to another country or to attempt 
such action or to store huge 
amounts in an unjustifiable man- 
ner. Those caught committing 
this act mil risk having the flour 
co nfiscate d and would face legal 


— AH dvfl and utifitary service 
c onsum er corporations will be 
supplied with sufficient amounts 
of flour to be sold to the public 
and in case a village or a town has 
no such centre, the ministry will 
assign special centres to deal with 
tiie sales of flour. 

— Merchants dealing with flour 
can sell each family a maximum 
of two sacks (normally 50 kilos 
each) on a monthly basis, pro- 
vided they had obtained ration 
cards and family registration 
books. 

— The merchants will have to 

present a report about t&e 
amounts sold to the Ministry of 
supply. ; 

“It is hoped that die adoption 
of tins system would control con- 
sumption on the one hand, and 
prevent further smuggling of 
flour on the other,” Ibrahim said. 

He warned that the ministry 
would apply the full measure of 
the law against the violators. 


"Hi a 


guan co n tribution to peace in the 
area, but insisted that things 
would become dearer after the 
end of the round of talks in 
Germany. “We will convene 
afterwards in Germany or Oslo, 
and move things quickly, because 
our initiative win not be relevant 
if we wait too long,” Ortega said. 
He also added tbit be was very 
o ptim istic with foe “proliferation 
of peace initiatives” re fe rri n g to 
the French initiative and King 
Hussein’s initiative. 

“We welcome all the initiatives 
and we will keep in touch with all 
parties and coordinate all efforts 
with Jordan and France,” Ortega 
said. “As other initiatives gain 
momentum and push their way 
forward, war wfll be pushed 
further away,” be added. 

Ortega also said that be would 
like to see the United Nations 
Security Council adopt a resolu- 
tion «feng for the “reassessment 
of the practice of embargo illegal- 
ly placed against Jordan.” “I 
would also like to see another 
resolution putting an end to the 
criminal and inhumane embargo 
on medicine applied against 
Iraq,” Ortega said. 

“I would Hke to extend my 
warmest farewell to the people of 
Jordan, in particular to His 
Majesty King Hnssem and His 
Royal Hig hn ess Crown Prince 
Hassan, for the great honour they 
bestowed on me,” Ortega said, in 
r efe rence to the A1 Kawkab Med- 
al of the First Order presented to 
him Tuesday. 


House’s Financial Committee 
says 1991 budget ‘reasonable’ 


knew of no fixed date, but it 
could take place next week. 

“Bat Zionist circles in foe Un- 
ited States have expressed their 
apprehension of a solution for the 
Gulf crisis and are trying to foil 
Bush’s initiative,” be added. 

“Iraq supports France's call for 
an international conference to 
find solutions for all foe region’s 
problems and considers President 
Fra ncois Mitterrand’s initiative at 
the United Nations as containing 
positive elements for peace," 
Mashat said. 

He said that the Iraqi govern- 
ment had already asked for some 
clarifications from the French 
government and has offered to 
pre s ent Iraq’s views to Paris. 


AMMAN (J.T.)— The Financial 
Committee of foe Lower House 
of Parliament is currently study- 
ing foe 1991 fiscal budget as 
presented to Parliament last week 
by Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
danch, but its members can only 
fee! guarded optimism about the 
government’s predictions of fu- 
ture financial aid to the Kingdom, 
the committee’s rapporteur 
Abdullah Ensour said on Jordan 
Television. 

“One can not deny that the 
events of 1989 and 1990 left their 
adverse impact on the national 

economy, which made the prepa- 
ration of dir fiscal budget for 
1991 a very difficult task." En- 
sour said. 

“The committee members be- 
lieve that the government has 

succeeded in presenting a reason- 
able budget to Parliament taking 
into conride ration a full view of 
what conld happen in the region 
in 1991.” Ensour added. 

He said the gove rnm ent pre- 
dicted that calm and stability 
would be restored gradually dur- 
ing die coming year and it pre- 
dicted that foe economic embar- 
go on Jordan would end, Jordan's 
exports would resume and Jorda- 
nian expatriates’ money transfers 
and remittances would flow into 
the country again. 


He also said that the Ministry 
of Finance had predicted that 
huge financial aid would be com- 
ing to Jordan in the 1991, 
“but our first impression is that 
this will not materialise though 
we generally are optimi sti c." 

“I personally .believe the fi- 
nance minister has succeeded in 
presenting a near reasonable 
budget for 1991 given the 
aforesaid circumstances.” Ensour 


He said that “thanks to rational 
attitudes during the past events 
Jordan is now enjoying a relative- 
ly stable economy and the Jorda- 
nian people are living an almost 
normal econo mi c life despite the 
hardships the country is facing.” 

He pointed oat that the 2991 
budget showed a decline of eight 
per cent m the domestic national 
product; “this is a very big drop, 
but it all depends on the Jorda- 
nian people's readiness to offer 
further sacrifices to boost foe 
national economy.” 

Ensour said that the committee 
would have a complete picture of 
the budget in the coming days 
and would submit a full report to 
the Parliament which would study 
the committee’s recommenda- 
tions before endorsing the 
budget. 


German film festival to 
celebrate famous director 

By Maba Addasd it reflects with the chaos and 


Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Celebrating leading 
film director Fritz Lang’s centen- 
ary, the Goethe Institute Sunday, 
started a film festival opened by 
the movie “Das Kabinett des Dr. 
CaHgari.” 

The films selected arc from the 
golden age of German cinema, 
and all but one of the seven 
movies to be shown throughout 
the festival have been directed by 
i Lang. 

Sami Kama!, film and literary 
critic at the French section of foe 
Jordan Times, and the person 
who selected the films to be 
shown at the festival, said that the 
movies to be shown were a series 
of films “belonging to a unique 
time for the film industry which 
were well worth seeing. 

“Where in Jordan do you get 
the opportunity to see silent 
movies?”. Kamal asked adding 
that foe movies selected for the 
festival are in black and white and 
cover the sHent period of film but 
also Include Lang’s first two 
sound films. 

“Das Kabinett des Dr. Cali- 
gari," shown last Sunday, was foe 
only selected movie not directed 
by Lang, but h had the purpose of 
setting foe pace and showing the 
atmosphere of the movies of the 
time. 

“There is a screen relationship 
between the characters in the first 
movie and the other movies to be 
shown,” Kama! said. “Dr. Cah- 
gari, for instance, has a screen 
relationship with Dr. Mabuse 
(tiie protagonist in the second 
movie to be shown on Dec. 8) in 
that they are both villains.” 

The villain is always present in 
Lang’s films and according to 
Kamal all Lang’s works have 
common themes. 

“Lang was concerned with 
three main themes: death, des- 
tiny, and power, and what natur- 
ally followed these themes, like 
ve n g ea nce and justice,” Kamal 
explained. 

Dr. Mabuse, to be screened 
Dec. 8, is a statement of tiie times 


it reflects with the chaos and the 
economic situation in Germany 
of die early 1900’s. 

The picture is a story of a 
criminal mastermind who resorts 
to hypnotism and blackmail in an 
attempt to control the world. 
When he dies, the horror is not 
over because ins as sistan t takes 
over. 

“Das Testament des Dr. 
Mabuse” will be shown on Deu 
9, ft is a continuation of “Dr. 
Mabuse” and also the last movie 
that Lang made m Germany. 

The German minister of prop- 
aganda at the tune saw this film 
and told Lang that he would not 
be able to let the German public 
see it. In return, be offered to 
make Lang the head of film pro- 
duction in Germany. Lang feeling 
that be was no longer free to 
express himself left the cou n try. 

Also to be shown is the movie 
“Die Nibdungen” which is com- 
posed of two parti Part ope will 
be shown on Dec, 15, and part 
two on Dec. 16. This- movie is 
inspired by a 13th century poem 
called “Das Nibelungenlied.” 
Pan one is about a young man 
Siegfried who marries Kriexnhild 
but is treacherously murdered by 
Oueen Brunhilde. Part two is 
about Siegfried's widow who 
marries Attila the Hun and 
avenges herself on Qneen 
BnmMkle. 

Another movie that will be 
shown on Dec. 22 is the first of 
Lang’s sound movies: “Video 
Racbe for Jeese James” the 
movie is a western, and hints at 
the fact that Lang went to Amer- 
ica. The story is boot Frank of the 
James gang who goes on a 
vengeance trail to avenge his 
outlawed brother, Jesse. 

The second sound movie “M” 
wniefa win be shown on Dec. 29, 
is contidered Lang’s greatest 
work, a masterpiece. 

The stray is a crime satire 
about a child mur derer who man- 
ages to dodge the police but who 
is trapped by die underworld who 
put him on trial for giving them a 
bad name. 

All movies wiD be shown at 8 
p.m. and entry is free. 


Urban design exhibition opens 


AMMAN (J-T.) — Greater Am- 
man Municipality Wednesday 
opened an exhibition of designs 
by local firms to improve the 
central parts of the capital. The 
designs had been submitted by 
engineering firms to Amman 
Municipality in the course of an 
Uran Design Competition for 
Museum Plaza last month. 


Amman Mayor AH Suhehnax 
opened the exhibition which also 
displays six projects prepared by 
48 students from the University 
of Jordan’s engineering faculty. 

The project aims at allowing 
the national museum project (m 
the second phase) to become a 
distinguished cultural monument. 
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Queen Inaugurates ceramics, 
Islamic calligraphy exhibition 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor A1 Hussein Wednes- 
day opened a three-day exhibi- 
tion of newly designed Jordanian 
handicrafts at the Design and 
Trade Centre. 

The exhibition indudes cera- 
mics by Hazem Zubi and Rnla 
Atalla, Islamic calligraphy by 
Amer Malhas, and stone lamp 
bases by Hind Taber. 

Hazem Zubi and Rnla Atalla 
are partners in their ceramics 
company, Salsal Ceramics. The 
Jordan Design and Trade Centre 
has encouraged them to target 
their work more toward the local 
market than tourists, a move 
which has more than doubled 
their monthly sales. The centre 
has provided them with financing 
for lriln repairs and raw materials, 
financial consulting to analyse 
thder profitability and price their 
products more accurately, anti- 
que carpets for designs, and some 
guidance in product develop- 
ment. Much of their work is 
inspired by museum pieces and 


Amer Malhas is a talented cal- 
ligrapher and art teacher at the 
Amman Baccalaureate School. 
The centre’s efforts have focused 
on promoting his products to 
some local retail outlets and a few 


ere hopes that, as Aster’s busi- 
ness becomes established, be win 
have more confidence in estab- 
lishing a fuD-tinie business and 



work on glass and parchment is 
all inspired by the tiles on the 
Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem. 

Hind Taher, who designs stone 
lamp bases decorated with inset 
carpet swatches, has sold her 
creations through a retail shop on 
Mecca Street. Finding her work 
highly creative, the centre has 
attempted to increase the expo- 
sure of her lamps and has pro- 
vided her with designed swatches 
from AI Hashimiyya and Jerasfa 
to co mp le m ent her existing line 
decorated with woven pieces in 
foe Jabal Barn Hand da tradition. 

The Jordan Design and Trade 
Centre falls under the Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation’s National 
Handicraft Development Project 
which seeks to professionalise 
handicraft marketing activities by 
encouraging producers to re- 
spond to existing demand, to 
reduce reliance on informal net- 
works and charity sales outlets, to 


So far, the project has focused 


cry, where the largest number of 
individuals are employed in Jor- 
dan’s handicraft sector. Assist- 
ance has been provided to several 
voluntary organisations and pri- 
vate entrepreneurs, reaching over 
800 beneficiaries in Amman, 
Irbid, Balqa and Ma’an goveroo- 


initiate mainstream selling activi- 
ties' {wholesale, retail, export), 
and to establish acceptable stan- 
dards of operations. 

Basic issues of production, 
snefa as dyeing, loom construc- 
tion, and finishing, have also 
been addressed. 


Results have been especially 
encouraging with two beneficiary 
organisations: Save the Chil- 
dren’s Bani Hamida weaving pro- 
ject where between 1988 and 
1989 the number of participants 
increased from 275 women to 648 
women, and where total wages 
and annual sales over the two- 
year period have doubled; and 
foe Jerash Ladies Benevolent 
Society’s weaving and embroid- 
ery centre where, within eighteen 
months, employment rose from 
18 part-time workers to 60 full- 
time workers, monthly sales con- 
sistently increased t hr ee to four 
times, the average wage in- 
creased threefold (from 20 to 60 
dinars per month), large orders 
can be efficiently processed and 
delivered, and the potential for 


the establishment of a specialised 
catting and assembly centre has 
been established. 

In addition, the project has 
provided design assistance to 
several NGO’s (Save foe Chil- 
dren’s Jordan River Designs, foe 
Al Hussein Society for the Physi- 
cally Handicapped), comm curry 
groups in Nczha. Al Taj, and 
Wadi Abdoun. UNRWA, foe 
Urban Development Depart- 
ment, and to private sector en- 


Tbe Salt Handicrafts Training 
Centre, a project which falls 
under the umbrella of foe Nation- 
al Handicraft Development Pro- 
ject and is implemented jointly by 
the Noor Al Hussein Foundation, 
the Salt Development Corpora- 
tion, and the Italian government, 
conduct comprehensive instruc- 
tion in weaving and ceramics in 
order to upgrade the general 
quality of craftsmanship in Jor- 
dan. Six Jordanian instructors re- 
ceived intensive training both in 
Salt and in Rome. In addition, 
twenty-two students are cnrestly 
enrolled m the three-year prog- 
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King 


la 


Queen opens charitable bazaar 


Finland 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Wednesday sent a 
cable to Finnish President Mauno 
Korviszo to congratulate him in 
hs name and on behalf of the 
Jordanian government and peo- 
ple on Finland’s independence 
day anniversary. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Al Hussein Wednes- 
day opened a charity bazaar, 
organised by various charitable 
organisations in Jordan and foe 
occupied Arab territories, at the 
Orthodox Ctab in Amman. 

The exhibition, which displays 
items by 34 societies for three 
days, has been organised in con- 
junction with the Jordanian- 
Palestinian Committee for the 


Support of foe Intifada. 

The exhibition displays 
embroideries, tricot, knitting, 
artificial flowers in addition to 
paintings by Jordanian artiste and 
Christinas cards depicting foe be- 
douin life in Jordan. 

The proceeds of the exhibition 
will benefit the charitable orga- 
nisations and their activities. 

Heads of diplomatic mistions 
attended the opening ceremony. 



Under 


the Patronage of Her Majesty Queen 

The Jordan Design and Trade Center 
presents an exhibition featuring 


Noor 


O Ceramics by Hazem Zu f bi and Rula Atallah 
O Stone lamps by Hind Taher 
O Islamic calligraphy by Amer Malhas 

December 6 , 7 and 8, 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
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For more information, please call 658696/7 


Telephone 699142 for more information. 
The Jordan Design and Trade Center is a project of the 

Noor Al-Hussein Foundation 













JORDAN TIMES, THURSPAY-FRIDAY, WMBB <-7, Wt 


Jordan Times 

4.7 hdcpmkrri Ar?b pdttaa\ Cafly pfctataJ m EngBsfi by lUc Junta Pra ftwhtkm. 

EiUtdkfird l°W 

yh. .9 I liU ifV—YV j~l ^ — W- fw* in* >s& iw 

Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 

Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 

Editor-in-chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 

Telephones: 667171/6, 6701414 
Telex: 21497 AXRAI JO 
Facsimile: 66 1 242 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department 


Hawks, watch out 

THE kind of hawkish statements currently beaming 
out of President George Bush and his Defence Secret- 
ary Dick Cheney cast a dark cloud over the projected 
U.S.-Iraqi talks on the Gnlf crisis. Coming as they do 
on the eve of such talks one wonders whether 
Washington seeks a fruitful dialogue or just show- 
manship as a prelude to war. How else can one 
interpret Cheney’s bellicose comments which amount 
to a pronouncement that war might be preferable to 
peace under the present circumstances. When the 
defence secretary has the audacity to all but declare 
that it would be wiser to wage war against Iraq now 
th «n later, and this signal gets echoed by the White 
House, then clearly Bush and the more hawkish 
members of his team are sending the wrong signals on 
their declared objectives in the Gulf. This also means 
that the forthcoming talks between Washington and 
Baghdad are destined to be a force and a front for 
executing a well orchestrated scenario for a major 
conflagration. 

When confronted with mounting opposition to the 
military build-up in the Gnlf by the American people 
and their representatives in the U.S. Congress, Secret- 
ary Cheney drew on the hackneyed arguments of the 
Vietnam war era and launched stinging attacks on the 
U.S. press and the Democratic Party for fanning the 
popular rejection of the war option. But Cheney 
should be the first to recognise that the voices uttered 
against the Vietnam war were right and this kind of 
warmongering was as wrong then as it is now. Would 
it not be infinitely more beneficial to the U.S. national 
interest to recultivate with Iraq the relations which 
once served the international community by stemming 
the Khomeini tide? Predictably Iraq has responded 
favourably to the call for dialogue with the U.S. and 
has continued to express its willingness to compromise. 
But if war is going to be imposed on Iraq and on the 
region as a whole irrespective of what Baghdad does to 
advance the cause of peace, then Cheney and his fellow 
jingoists would have to reckon not only with their 
sober countrymen but also with every decent and 
honourable peace-loving individual and country in the- 
world. As one prominent senator from New York 
remarked recently. Bosh seems determined to bury his 
second term as president in the sands of Saudi Arabia 
if war is going to be his preferred option. He will if 
Cheney and like-minded U.S. officials are allowed to 
get away with their plans and ideas. 


The fallacies in Bush’s policy of containment 


The flurry of diplomatic activity in the Gulf for the sake of 
reaching a settlement to the Gulf crisis before the U.N. Security 
Council's Jan. IS deadline is cause for optimism for everybody, 
said Al Ra*i Arabic daily Wednesday. Washington’s sadden and 
total change of heart with regard to speaking to the Iraqis, hours 
after the Security Council had issued its deadline, came as a 
surprise to everyone and to all European political observers. But 
it should be noted that bad it not been for Iraq's firm position and 
its insistence to achieve a settlement based on justice. President 
Bush would not have taken the initiative and offered to open a 
dialogue with the Iraqi leadership, the paper pointed oat. In 
addition, diplomatic contacts by Jordan or through Jordan aimed 
at bringing about 3 peaceful settlement, a trove which has been 
supported by many non-aligned nations and backed by the 
ma jority of Arab people, have paved the way for the new turn of 
events which serve as indications a positive outcome, the paper 
added. I: said that Iraq wants a realistic dialogue which could lead 
to a settlement of all outstanding issues in the Middle East and not 
on:y the Gulf crisis, so that a lasting peace can be attained. But, it 
said, that participation on the part of the European Community 
countries in the coming dialogue and a contribution on the part of 
Saadi Arabia and other Gulf states can by al! means help the 
Iraqis and the Americans reach a lasting settlement. It is hoped 
that Bush and the Western alliance would realise after all that war 
can only cause loss and suffering for all sides, and that 
negotiations are urgently needed now to reach a settlement, the 
paper added, li said that nations of the World will not abandon 
hope and will remain op tim istic about the outcome. 

While the Bush initiative is gathering support from around the 
world which rcahscs the danger of war in the Gulf. Israel 
out aione as the opposition party to dialogue and to peace, said Al 
Dustoor Arabic daily Wednesday. Israeli leaders have over the 
pas: few days expressed their displeasure and unhappiness about 
Bush's call for dialogue with the Iraqi leadership: and its media 
and information services have been busy with campaigns aimed at 
instigating the West to launch war on Iraq, the paper noted. 
Whoever listens to such campaigns and Israeli leaders statements 
these days, can easily realise the fan that Israel does not want 
peace because the Jewish state was built on war and aggression 
and its infrastructure was based on usurpation and the seizure of 
other countries territory, the paper pointed out. A country like 
Israel with warmongers at its helm can only survive in an 
atmosphere of wars and aggression, as peace will be harmful to its 
future, the paper added. The paper said that this Israeli position 
which conflicts with the world community's stance should open 
the eyes of those Arabs who chose to ride with the foreign forces 
deployed in the Gulf especially now that the Israelis are saying 
that they are willing to lake part in an aggression on Iraq once 
such aggression starts. Israel's opposition to the idea of dialogue 
between Washington and Baghdad, said the paper, does not only 
display the Jewish state's historic enmity towards the Arabs, but it 
also points to the fact that the Zionists feel that Iraq is a source of 
threat to the Jewish state which is bent on expanding at the 
expense of the Arab nation. 


THE CRISIS in the Gulf is the 

first imp ortant indication of bow 
the United Scutes win res p ond to 
the much touted “new world 
order.” The military bcfldcp is an 
ominous sign that the U.S. sees 
its international role as un- 
changed after the Cold War. It 
continues to invest extraordinary 
resources in its mffitary power, 
and the Gulf response is yet 
another demonstration of a fore- 
ign policy oriented to the nse of 
that power. This remains so even 
while America's relative econo- 
mic status continues to dectme 
and a domestic debate rages over 
whether tbe U.S. should divert 
substantial resources from the 
military to rebuilding an economy 
plagued with massive debt, bank 

failures and a crumbtiog infras- 
tructure. 

What President Bush believes 

to be at stake in the Gnlf is 
American hegemony within its 
sphere of influence, tbe preserva- 
tion of which has been a pr im ary 
goal of U.S. foreign policy rinoc 
World War □. Tbe official name 
of that policy is containment. 
Whose strategic doctrine, under- 
lying the course of the entire Cold 
War, was based on the assump- 
tion that there exists a legitimate 
work! order for whose mainte- 
nance the U.S. is responsible. 
American policy makers have 
consistently asserted their willing- 
ness to commit force in s up po r t of 
containment and American his- 
tory during the latter half of this 
century is marked by a series of 
overseas advent ur es, of which 
Korea and Vietnam were the 
most costly. 

Rationale and rhetoric 

In the “new world order" con- 
tainment has lost its original 
rationale as a response to tbe 
Soviet challenge. Regional in- 
terventions can no longer be ex- 
plained as responses to Soviet 
aggression. The soviet alliance is 
in tatters: powerful internal 
forces threaten to tear the USSR 
itself apart. In such a context, tire 
idea of containment as a tool for 
maintaining tbe geopolitical ba- 
lance in a world contested by two 
military super powers has lost its 
force. There is no one to contain. 
But in reality, the anti- 
Comm const rhetoric of tbe old 
containment policy masked tbe 
identity of what was most com- 
monly tbe real enemy of the 
stains quo: Third Word national- 
ism. 

This can be seen in tbe Gulf 
where, following the invasion- and 
annexation of Kuwait by Iraq, the 
focus of U.S. policy has sot been 
on the presumed Communist 


By Naseer Arazi and 

John J. Carroll 


threat. This has been contain- 
ment pursued in a theoretical 
vacuum, and President Bush has 
strained to credibly rationalise 
tbe U-S. intervention. At various 

points, he has summoned up tbe 
(rid rhetoric calling for a defence 
of the “American way of life," 
but without the old auti- 
Cog unung t theme it has not play- 
ed well al home. He has found it 
bard to defend an intervention on 
behalf of cheap fuel when the 
price at tbe pnmp has risen by SO 
per cent and the potential cost in 
lives is so high. While his appeal 
to rid the world of noxious dicta- 
tors has played better on the 
Congressional power in what was 
once a regional conflict, and the 
geopolitical stakes are much low- 
er than the U.S. would have been 
able to credibly claim if the Cold 
War was stiU at its height. 

The status quo in the Gulf, 
which preceding presidents 
pledged to uphold under the con- 
tainment doctrine, has provided 
tbe United States with an ex- 
ceedingly favourable economic 
climate. Here, much more than in 
Vietnam and Central America, 
tbe econo m ic stakes are very 
high. This is by far tbe largest 
arms importing region in the 
world, with the highest military 
expenditure on a per capita bass. 
Seven of the ten largest arms 
importers daring the past decade 
were Middle East countries for 
which the West, particularly the 
United States, was the largest 
supplier. Tbe area has the largest 
conc e ntr a t i on of oil and natural 
gas reserves in the world. Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait. Iraq, Iran and 
the UAE each contain greater oil 
reserves and those found in the 
U.S.. Saudi Arabia six times as 
much. Not only is Middle East oil 
plentiful, it is cheap: the cost of 
producing a barrel of oil in the 
Gulf has been estimated at S2, 
compared to between S15 and 518 
in Alaska. 

In defence of these interests, 

tbe U.S. has consistently applied 

the containment doctrine to the 

Middle East. The states enemy of 

■ 

this policy was tbe Soviet Union 
and Communism but the unstated 
enemy of the 1950s and ‘60s was 
Arab nationalism, which vowed 
to unify tbe Arab World and 
nationalise its wealth and re- 
sources. Tbe methods of contain- 
ment included military alliances 
enabling direct U.S. intervention 
and informal arrangements with 
individual nations capable of 
acting as American proxies. 

Tbe Nixon period in the ‘70s 
emphasised the role of local 


surrogates as the first defence of 
tire status quo. But with foe 
ovethrow of the shah, tbe Cartel 
presidency began a new era of 
containment w\th its policy of 
“rapid deployment.’' This new 
strategy was devised by Carter’s 
National Security Adviser Zbig- 
niew BrzezLosJri, who believed 
that it was folly to place excessive 
reliance on the volatile politics of 
Third World regimes. President 
Carter implemented the Rapid 
Deployment Force, supposed to 
project U.S. military power to 
the Gulf from bases as far away as 
North Carolina. Carter 
announced in 1980 that die U.S. 
would use that force to “protect 
foe area from external aggres- 
sors." President Reagan clarified 

this implication in 1981. When be 
declared that “Saudi Arabia wiU- 
never be allowed to become 
another Iran.” This statement 
underlined tbe American role as 
defender of the status quo against 
whatever oppositional forces 
might emerge, be they internal 
dissidents or external aggressors. 
Communist sympathisers or not. 

Saddam’s i ma g e changed 

Saddam Hussein was unlikely 
candidate to incure the wrath of 
the United States. His career was 
built on dealing ruthlessly with 
Iraqi Communists and Kurdish 
rebels, and bis reputation was 
never that of a proponent of Arab 
unity, socialism or non- 
dlignment. Nor has he been an 
Arab nationalist or a champion of 
the Palestinian cause. He was 
favoured by tbe U.S. with $1 
billion of agricultural credits in 
1983 to free resources for his 
continued war against Iran. 
Washington encouraged the 
French to sell him missiles and 
foe Saudis to finance him. He was 
provided with military intelli- 
gence from U.S. satellite systems. 
Earlier this year, the Bush admi- 
nistration vetoed legislation that 
would have punished him for 
using agricultural credits to buy 
arms. 

There has been a sudden trans- 
formation of Saddam's image in 
tbe U.S. from a “shield against 
Iranian extremism" to “most 
dangerous man in the world.” 
This has resulted from his chal- 
lenge to the established order in 
tbe Gulf. He has challenged tbe 
legitimacy of tbe local dynastic 
regimes which have anchored 
their stability in American pro- 
tection and through which Amer- 
ican c orporate interests are in 
turn protected. Hence, tbe ter- 


ritorial integrity of Kuwait and 
the restoration of its dynasty have 
been elevated to tbe status of 
vital U.S. interests, worthy of tbe 
most massive deployments since 
flie Vietnam war. 

What has mobilisation 
achieved? 

It is bard to escape foe conclu- 
sion President Bush has 
seriously miscalculated. The 
geopolitical gains winch he hopes 
to achieve seem dis p r o porti onate 
to tbe cost. A dynastic regime 
friendly to tbe U.S. has been 
swallowed by regional power with 
winch the U.S. has previously 
been allied. Tbe invasion and 
annexation to which Bush has 
responded does little by itself to 
change foe orientation of the 
palyers in the Gulf. Even so, tbe 
U.S. is committed to deploying 
340,000 or more troops, who 
stand to sustain the brunt of tin 
fighting should the stalemate 
break down. The cost to the 
United States has been enor- 
mous, and the loss of life should 
war break out is likely to be very 
heavy. 

Outrage against Iraqi viola- 
tions of international law bas 
been adequately and effectively 
expressed through die collective 
action of the United Nations, and- 
tbe U.S. mobilisation has added 
nothing on that score. The U.S. 
build-up has long since passed the 
point necessary for support or 
leadership of the international 
embargo. Furthermore, despite 
the wretched human rights record 
of the Iraqi government, die U.S. 
had previously seen no need for 
alarm. A defence of international 
standards of civilised behaviour is 
certainly not the point of princi- 
ple on which the president stands. 

Continued access to cheap oil 
has not been achieved by tbe 
American mobilisation either. 
Quite tbe reverse has resulted. 
The price of ofl on international 
markets is driven higher by the 
threat of war and the uncertain- 
ties of foe continued cri sis , as well 
as by foe loss of bath Kuwaiti and 
Iraqi production. Even with the 
annexation, Iraq would ax some 
point have sought a market for 
Kuwaiti oil and it is difficult to 
imagine that tbe world market 
would have been destabilised for 
long. 

Nor bas Busb reaped dividends 
at home, where he is facing a 
rapidly deteriorating political 
situation. He inherited one of the 
longest periods of economic 
giowth in the nation’s history, 
low inflation and 1 high employ- 
ment. The illusion of the Reagan 
years was that America could 






spend fr ee ly and would not have economic environment wlUiin 
to pay. Tax rates be lo- which America 1 s enormous ndit* 

wered but tax revenues would ary establis hmen t may prove t 
magically increase; America's liability. The dollars which sop- 
prestige and power could be en- port military research, standing 
hauled through an extraordinary forces and the purchase of asm* 
military build-up, at no real cost merits are dollars winch, are not 
to die economy. The legacy of the invested in infrastructure, debt 1 
Reagan years is b eginning to retirement and industrial do* 
catch up with Mr. Bush, for the vdopment. There is a widely held 
pro sp e ri ty was built on cheap fuel belief that die United States u 
and massive public debt. not preparing itself adequately 

Tl. fallacies of contaimnC 

Bush is impelled by the same ing Pacific ■ rim. Furthennor, a 
imperatives as his predecessors new fiscal austerity is sweeping 
and yet the fallacies of contain- government at every level ia 
meat axe now more apparent which new revenue sources are 
than ever. First, crisis interven- politically and economically diffi- 
tion through military power is an cult to find. This is making it 
inadequate and dangerous substi- difficult for the government to 
tute for policies which anticipate meet its outstanding domestic 
problems. American reliance on obligations, let alone pay for 
Middle Eastern oD stems fr o m a . adventures abroad. 

Inflate to plan alternative energy Despire these considerations, 
strategies. Second, American in- President Bush firmly dug in. Hie 


rerests are not served by trans- 
forming regional conflicts into 
global crisis. Collective action 


seems not to have thought out tbe 
consequences of his deployment, 
and is determined to tough it out. 


through the U.N. regional bodies Bnsh bas placed himself in an 
can effectively sanction deviant unenviable dilemma . & has for- 


behavionr without massive force. 
Collective strategies spread the 
cost and the responsibility more 
fairly among the nations which 
seek to benefit, and tbe burden 


gotten the Reagan principle tint 
troops should only be c ommitte d 
when they will not sustain heavy 
losses; and he has forgotten tbe 
lesson of tbe Carter yean, that 


does not fall disproportionately the public quickly grows impa- 
on the U.S. -tient with stalemate. 

Third, the United States can no Dr. Aron and Dr. jCumT am 
longer afford to finance the unlit- "professors of political science at 
ary force which the cont a in m ent-ii^Soiitheastem Massachusetts Urn- 
doctrine requires. The “newt 1 , uezsfry. Then article is reprinted 
world order” is predicated on a from tbe London-based Middle 
multipolar, highly competitive East International. 


Lebanon tore itself into small 

■ 

pieces that have to be reassembled 



By Peter Smerdon 

Reuter 

BEIRUT — Lebanon turned 
its teeth on itself with a 
vengeance in 1990 until finally 


— set aside the miiitui guns 
and reunited under state con- 
trol. 

Only Time will tell if peace is 
here to stay after Christians 
slaughtered Christians and 
Shi’ite Muslim killed their 
brothers for much of the last 12 



After 15 years of battles, 
even tbe few opt i m i s ts left are 


to the avil war is at hand. 

“It was a good year for war 
and ended as a good year for 
peace," said a Western diplo- 
mat when Lebanese troops put 
the reunited capital under the 
authority of President Elias 
Hrawi at the start of Decem- 
ber. 

“Lebanon tore itself into 


1990 than ever before. Syria 
then i n t ervened and the plan is 
moving ahead in stages. But 
few can predict if it wifi last. 

“If we don’t know whether 
we will have war in the Golf in 
January, saying the war is 
finished here s eems irresponsi- 
ble" tbe diplomat said. 

Syrian bombers ^thundering 
over Beirut from tbe 
Mediterranean heralded the 
change in seasons from war to 
peace on Ocl 13 by bombing 
the presidential palace is East 


ptudmg 300 in 1990. 

Under the Taif plaa 
Lebanese troops were to ex- 
tend their auth o ri ty over all 
Lebanon, inducting the “secur- 
ity zone" in South Lebanon 
held by about 1,000 Isradi 
troops and a 3,000-strong 
allied Lebanese ntiEtia since 
1985. 

Israel and General Antoine 
Lahd, bead of tbe Israeli- 
backed South Lebanon army, 
have vowed never to surrender 
the zone. 

The Taif plan says all militias 
should disband by March 1991, 
after a new government is 



Valley before talks cm their 
possible withdrawal. 

For Western hostages bdd 
in Lebanon, 1990 brought free- 
dom for two Americans, two 
Swiss and an Irish man but 12 
remained in capti vi ty. Most are 
believed held by pro- Iranian 


Hopes for freedom ran hi gh 
after Hizbollah leaders said 
kidnapping was finish* 1 ** as 8 
strategy and the Gulf aids 


the West and powers in tbe 


Declaring from his concrete 
and steel lined palace benkeer 
he could fight armies bat pot 
planes, rebel Christian Gener- 
al Michel Aoun ended a year 
of defiance. He told his troops 
to surrender and took refuge ia 
tbe French embassy. 

Thousands of Syrian and 
Lebanese troops seized the 
third of Lebanon's Christian 
enclave still held by Aoon. 

The principle of “no victor. 


no vanquished" which fuelled 
the war and its changing 
alliances for 15 years had been 
broken. Syria and Hrawi were 
dearly the winners, Aoun was 
the loser. 

Officials and diplomats said 
tbe assault showed that the 
pact drawn up by Lebanese 
legislators in Taif. Saudi Ara- 
bia, last year was a durable and 
comprehensive foundation for 


The Tad plan attacked a 
root cause of tbe war when 
Hrawi signed info law on Sept. 
21 tbe first amendments to 
Lebanon's constitution since 
independence from France in 
1943. 

The reforms gave Lebanon’s 


Muslim majority more of a say. 
in the Christian-dominated 
political system and equal pow- 
er in parliament. The 
Muslim-led cabinet was streng- 
thened but the president re- 
mains a Christian Maromte. 

By sending planes and men 
in at tbe request of Hrawi, 
Syria proved it would spare 
little for peace under tbe Taif 
Accord and none of the rival 
sides left was wilting to oppose 
it openly. 

The absence of international 
opposition to the Syrian move, 
even from Israel which has 
long controlled Lebanese airs- 
pace, showed that greater 
Western interest in the Gulf 
crisis had given Damascus a 


free hand to fight for a final 
peace in Lebanon. 

The nine hours of fighting 
for East Beirut killed some 700 
people and brought down the 
last blows on a part of the city 
which until 1990 had 
tbe worst of the war. 

Amu’s leadership was re- 
sponsible for the changed 
situation in East Beirut, 
Thousands of Christians emi- 
grated because earlier battles 
he lost ruined tbe area and 
business was paralysed by 
periods of fighting and block- 


Aoun launched a campalgp 
to crush the Christian 
Lebanese (LF) militia on Jan. 
31 which cost about 1,200 kil- 


led and 3,250 wounded. Tbe 

general was forced to agree to 
peace in May. 

But his crusade had already 
prompted LF Chief Samir 
Geagea to agree to the Taif 
Pact despite some reserva- 
tions. 

Aoun’s ov erthrow and the 
revival of the Taif plan put 

pressure on Lebanese's Shi’ite 
mih tia s to end three years of 
fighting for domination of the 
Sri’ite community of 13 mS- 

Tbe Pro- Iranian Hizbollah 
(Party of God) and Syrian- 
backed Amal militia signed a 
peace pact in Damascus on 
Noy. 5 after some 1,250 people 
perished in their conflict, in- 


Britain and Iran restored <fi- 
pkunatic relations on Sept. 27 
President George Bush btiti 
talks with Syrian Preside* 
Hafez Al Assad m Geneva od 
Nov. 23 and London and Syria 
resumed diplomatic Knfcs after 
a six-year break on Nov. 23. 

U.S. Ambassador Ryas 


Nov. 23, 14 months afre the 
U.S, embassy dosed, with the 
release of American bostap* 
as his top priority. 

“Iran and Syria now 
they want all foe hostages n* 
but we are still waxting.*^ 
sow hear some of the kkfo*P" 

releases,” said a tfipfemffr 
source. 

“But. tilings are looking bet* 
ter than ever before, M be 
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The airport beat 


m 

in search of a story 


■ _ ■ tl r 


By P.V. Wwfcmaml 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — “Why don't you vultures bugger off and leave 
as ' alone , " shouted the man , hastily pushing bis large 
suitcase to hide the name-tag pasted on it. “J told you I 
don't want to talk to you, I don’t want to see your faces, ” 
be adopts a threatening note. 

The reporters hastily beat a retreat since the well-built 
middle-aged man with a pronounced Irish accent looked as 
if be meant what he said. 

WeU, it is one of those typical scenes enacted quite a few 
times at Amman International Airport in the past few 
weeks whenever the daily Iraqi Airways flight Horn 
Baghdad lands, carrying aboard, more often than not , 
foreign nationals released by Iraq after being held as 
de te rrent against attack by the multinational force in the 
Gulf. 

Thrown into the bargain are people like the gentleman 
with the Irish accent, who, despite his paranoid efforts to 
ward off the television cameras, tape recorders and poised 
pens of the press, failed to hide bis identity as the head of a. 
prosperous management and consultancy firm from Liver- 
pool. It remained a secret, though, what exactly be was 
doing in Baghdad. 

.‘‘Well, we lose some, we gain some, " was the woridwise 
response of an elderly Western journalist to the verbal 
assault from the gentleman. “After all, aren't we all exactly 
what he called ns — vultures?” 

The ‘‘vultures” were disappointed heavily Saturday 
when there was unusually high number of them at the 
airport awaiting boxing legend Mohammad AJi, who was 
scheduled to fly out with at least 14 Americans released by 
Iraq. 

The Iraqi Airways plane landed, people started coming 
out. Cameras and tape recorders went on alert and the vigil 
reached its peak, only to tumble down when it was Gist 
whispered and then formally announced that AJi was not 
aboard the plane There was a scramble to the nearest 
phone and the replies many journalists got from their bases 
in Amman amounted to: Ah was meeting Iraqi President 
Saddam. Hussedp with a hopcjfapt he could By out with 
more A mepcans and thcre was.npJndicatiouwhenhe will 
~acinaUy .boarda plane for Amman. And that was the endof 
wharf had promised to be a hectic day for the dozens' of 
journalists at the airport 

On Sunday, it was a different story since it was confirmed 
before hand that Ah was aboard the Bight. 

As passengers started trickling oat, journalists were also 
able to comer two Canadians who were permitted to leave 
Iraq after intervention by a Canadian parliamentary team. 

The interviews went well, but it was bedlam as Ah 
himself walked out of the arrivals gate. Repeated requests 
by American embassy officials were ignored and everybody 
wanted to take a shot at Ah, whose speech is handicapped 
by Parkinson's disease. Forgotten and brushed aside in 
the bargain was a member of Ah's delegation who 
repeatedly said be had an “ important statement *' to make. 

The spokesman was indeed heard, but not before- it 
appeared that there was no way the cameras could reach 
Ah anymore. 

Then there was a scramble to locate 24 Belgians and 
eight Britons, who, -initial reports said, had boarded the 
Bight in Baghdad. No-one could find them. 

** Why should they give us the slip?" wondered an 
American television cameraman. 

As it turned out later ; the Belgians had Gown out of 
Baghdad on a chartered Bight, but six Britons were indeed 
on the Amman Bight. And no one knew what happened to 
the other two Britons, if indeed the earlier report was 
correct. 

Well, the journalists decided to settle for the six. 

A typical day these days of dozens of television crew, 
phot o gra p hers, wire agency stringers and a sprinkling of 
newspaper reporters begjns-with a trip to the Queen AHa 
International Airport, 30 kilometres outside Amman, at 
noon. Although the schedule says the daily Iraqi Airways 
Bight lands at 12:30 noon, the plane usually lands sometime 



tmrminml (Photo by YoussmfAlABmn) 

between 30 to 45 minutes late. 

The journalists gather sr the arrivals gate of terminal two 
of the airport, sipping coffee and lolling around the 
concourse exchanging notes until a representative of the 
Ministry of Information arrives to escort them inside. 

The official collects the badges of the journalists, and 
herds the group to the arms of the waiting security men. 

A headcount is taken to match the number of badges, 
and the elaborate security search begins. Bags are politely 
opened, some contents are asked to be explained % a body 
search is conducted, and then -the journalist is waved jn. 

Since there is no female security guard posted at the 
gate, women journalists undergo a discreet search' of their 
bags and a hand-held body scanner by the male security 
man. 

Fifteen to 25 minutes later (depending on the number of 
journalists on any given day) the group scrambles their way 
up the stains to the arrivals hall. 

“ Anyone of you here for the Brst time?” asks the 
Ministry of Information official. “If there are . please be 
advised that no photographs of the airport buildings are 
permitted. " 

Soon, the group is assembled at outside the arrivals 
lobby on the Gist Boor for a wait , which at times , could be 
as much as 30 to 45 minutes. 

“ Are you on a peace mission or a regular, ordinary 
citizen?" was the question put to a foreign-looking woman 
about to walk into the aisle, obviously to board a Bight to 
Baghdad, last week.“Well, 1 am a regular ordinary citizen 
of French Television, ” came the reply. (It transpired later 
that the woman was a famous television newscaster in 
France, but there was no-one at the airport on that day who 
recognised her). 

The green and white Iraqi Airways plane cruises in; 

. everybody takes a vantage position with eyes scanning the 
far end of the corridor. Soon, disembarking passengers 
start drifting in. 

“A guest, a journalist or just a visitor ?" This is the 
stereotyped question put to everyone who remotely resem- 
bles a non-Arab streaming out of the arrival gate. 

“No photographs please, no statements please, " shouts a 
stout official-looking woman, obviously a local employee at 
a Western embassy. “Our embassy does not want any 
.photos or statements. " 

“ Your embassy may or may not want a lot of things, but. 
lady, we are here to take photos and get statements, and 
that we will comes the retort from behind the lense of a 


television camera poised to take in every movi ng thing in 
the aisle. 

The woman Bom the embassy knows when she is beaten. 
She purses her lips and walks off with a disgusted 
expression, but fails to move anyone. 

“Do you mind talking to us for a few minutes?” is the 
opening gambit to every group of passengers. 

“It is not us you want... the Americans are behind us," 
answers someone from the group. “ We are a peace 
mission, not released ‘guests’.” 

‘Then do; you, mind talking io us for; a>. few min utes? 
y/hat were you doing in Baghdad?” The crowds draw 
closer, the glaring. .television' lights- are switched, tape 
recorders are thrust under people's chins, cameramen push 
each other aside to get better angles, and the interview is 
under way. 

In cases where reporters could not make it to the airport, 
then the duty ’ to “ get quotes” falls on their cameramen. 
Indeed, it takes a trapeze artist to secure a decent 
photograph while fielding a tape recorder thrust at the 
subject's face. Still, there are some who do it. 

Peace delegates who do not have any “released guests” 
are quickly forgotten and interviews are terminated half- 
way when it appears that tbe people coming down the aisle 
could be former “guests” of Iraq. 

“/ don’t wa nf to talk.” says one of them; no doubt a 
Western diplomat who is under strict orders Bom his 
government not to open his mouth to the press. 

“At least tell us your name and nationality please, ” the 
press is persisrenr. “No comment please the answer is 
quick. 

As soon as it is continued that the targets of tbe press 
were on the Bight and have landed, many rush to tbe phone 
to call in their bases for an “ urgent " arrival Bash, usually a 
three to six line story. “ Colour " and “ quotes " follow later. 

Most of tbe time the journalists are lucky when it comes 
to actual “ former guests of Iraq.” They are usually 
accompanied by peace activists, former statesmen or 
politicians who could use every bit of media limelight they 
get. If they could not be “cornered” at tbe arrivals gate, 
then the journalists make a beeline to the baggage 
collection area, hoping that their targets are not transit 
passengers. Here leisurely interviews and one-to-one ques- 
tions are put and, more often than not, answers are given. 
But that is also where people like the man Bom Liverpool 
could spell trouble. 
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Architects dream of restoring Zanzibar to former glory 


■ 51 * .hi":. 
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By Frances Kerry 
Reuter 

ZANZIBAR — A winding 
tnaze.of dilapidated mansions, 
peeBrig paint, rusting balco- 
nies,' greying walls and dank 
alleyways, Zanzibar town has 
fallen on . hard times. 

Butphos are in hand to halt 
the ' decay in the picturesque 
capita/ of this India Ocean 
island^ which once. thrived on 
an -. exotic trade in slaves, 
spices- and ivory between 
mainland Africa and rest of 
the World. 

German architect Erich 
Mefferfsitsin a spacious, cool 
&nd newly-painted seafront 
Arab mansion -and dreams of 
the. heyday, of the Stonetown, 
as , the historic guarter is 

called. 

“We are trying to get life 
bade into' the place. ” Meffert, 
chief architect with the 

Stonetown Conservation Au- 

thority, txrid Reuters. “We've 


stopped serious deterioration 
for the moment. ” 

Tbe authority , run with tbe 
help of state. United Nations 
and other foreign government 
funding, began refurbishing a 
handful of buildings 18 
months ago. 

Workmen are now patting 
the finishing touches to a 
mansion which wBI be the new 
town hall. Down the road, the 
walls of an old Arab ware- 
house are being coated with 
lime plaster from huge vats. 

Grubby Zokomohogo 
Square, once an open-air 
meeting place, is beginning to 
shine again with paint andi 
new roofing. 

“We hope once people see 
this square they will be in- 
spired to do a little restoration 

work,” said local architect Isa 
Sarbok Makram. “This is how 
the whole town should look . " 

Zanzibar, ruled by the sul- 
tans of Oman from 1822 and a 


British protectorate from 
1890, gained independence 
along with neighbouring Pem- 
ba Island in 1963. After the 

revolution a year later, the 
islands were linked with main- 
land Tanzania although the 
Socialist government here re- 
tained a degree of autonomy. 

Ruins '■ on Zanzibar show 
that Middle East settlers were 
here J,000years ago. A fort in 
tbe capital dates from Portu- 
guese occupation in the I6tb 
and 17th centuries. 

Most of tbe Stonetown was 
built by Arab and Indian trad- 
ers in the 19ib century and 
still looks scarcely touched by 

the modem world. 

Old men squat behind piles 
of groceries in tiny open- 

fronted shops, craftsmen 

hammer brass decorations 
into huge wooden chests, 
veiled Muslim women peer 
from behind carved doors and 
ragged children bowl hoops 


through the puddles. 

But over the last 25 years, 
the Stonetown — named by 
UNESCO as one of the 
world's most important towns 
and cities — has literally been 
falling apart. 

Dozens of -houses in the 
Stonetown began crumbling 
after the revolution in 1964, 
when the majority African 
population overthrew decades 
of Arab dominance. 

Thousands of Arabs were 
killed, thousands more Bed. 
Their homes were confiscated 

by the government and let out 
to poor African families — 
who could not afford their 
upkeep. 

Mangrove wood structural 
poles rotted and roofs leaked, 

spelling disaster for delicate 
coral and lime wails. 

“ Over the past few years 
there were 10 or more build- 
ing collapses a year,” said 
Meffert. 


Some of the Arab and Indi- 
an families who fled in 1964 
have returned to set up busi- 
ness since tbe government 

started liberalising its econo- 
mic and political system in 
19S4. 

The government, which had 
largely ignored the Stonetown 
and built dreary bousing 
blocks on the city outskirts 
with East German aid , also 
began to recognise the value 
of the Stonetown for everyday 
use and as a potential tourist 
attraction. 

Meffert said restoration has 
been timited by shortage of 
funds — the government and 

United Nations programme 
has so far spent only a modest 
550,000. 

Ideally, private enterprise 
would also spend money on 
the town, carefully supervised 
to ensure architectural styles 

were respected, Meffert said. 

Part of the incentive to res- 


tore the Stonetown is tourism, 
frowned on until recently but 
now encouraged by the gov- 
ernment. The island’s eco- 
nomy is dependent on the 
Buctuating world price of 
cloves, its main export. 

Tourist facilities are limited 
to a few seedy hotels in the 
Stonetown. a gloomy govern- 
ment-run hotel and a cluster 
of beach guest houses. 

A few luxury beach resorts 
are planned and the first, run 
by Italians, opened last 

month. 

But few people on Zanzibar 
want to see thousands of 
package tourists milling 

around their historic capital. 

“We want to encourage 
select tourism and we think 
the Stonetown will be a good 
attraction. But we don't want 
tbe place overrun, ” said 
Andrew Katema, general 

manager of the state-tun Zan- 
zibar Tourist Corporation. 


the Earth was our 

mother so she ’d be 
kind to us 

By Sana Atiynh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

Amman — For Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darkish, the 
three year old intifada has created new hopes of dreams 
once broken. As a Palestinian, Darwish feels the intifada 
has brought closer to reality tbe dream of all Palestinians 
returning home after decades of living in tbe diaspora. 

Bom in the village of A1 Barweb in Palestine in 1942, 
Darwisb and his family were desplaced in 1948 when Israeli 
soldiers obliterated his hometown. After living as a refugee 
in Lebanon for one year, tbe young Darwish returned to 
Palestine , to Galilee, as a refugee for the second time. 
Although he grew up in Palestine, the poet left for Beirut in 
1971, where he again departed the city in 1982 to live in 
Paris where be remains until today. 

He wrote: “ The earth is dosing on us, pushing us through 
tbe last passage, and we tear off onr limbs to pass through . 
Tbe earth is squeezing us. I wish we were its wheat so we 
could die and Eve again. I wish the earth was our mother so 
she'd be kind tons. I wish we were pictures on the rocks for 
our dreams to carry/as mirrors. We saw tbe faces of those to 
be killed by tbe last of us in tbe last defence of tbe soul, f We 
cried over their children's feast. We saw tbe faces of those 
who'll throw onr children/out of tbe windows of this last 
space. Onr star will bang up mirrors. Where should we go 
after tbe last frontiers? Where should tbe birds fly after tbe 
last sky?/Wbere should the plants sleep after the last breath 
of air? We will write our names with scarlet steam. /We will 
cut off tbe band of tbe song to be finished by our Best. We 
wffl die here, here in tbe last passage. Here and here onr 
blood will plant its olive tree." 

Darwisb , considered as perhaps tbe most famous and 
popular Palestinian poet , describes the deep feelings and 
determination of Palestinians, particularly those who have 
been displaced, through his own poetic expression. He said 
last week that “life best poem on life during the intifada 
would be written by a poet from the inside (the occupied 
Arab territories). ” 

The intifada for many_ Palestinians has brought the 
dream of return closer to reality, as it did to Darwish. Tbe 
intifada has also “destroyed the borders between the 
Palestinians inside (Israeli occupied territories) and those 
in the diaspora; it has united the people who are struggling 
for liberation.” 

Darwisb , who was in Amman last week to recite his 
poetry to a Bill bouse audience as a contribution to the 
intifada, told a crowd at Abdul Hamid Sboman Foundation 
the day after his recital that the intifada in itself was a 
poem. He also described the uprising as a “ popular 
movement expressing a build-up of the Palestinian strug- 
gle” for liberation from Israeli occupation. 

The poet — who is also a member of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation's (PLO) Executive Committee 
and author of the Palestinian declaration of independence 
— said “it is as if the intifada truly bought us back home 
victorious; it clearly opened the road for us.” 

The intifada, he added, also depicted the truth to the 
Western World about tbe Palestinian people and their 
struggle for self-determination and dearly indentified it. 

Darwish said Palestine was a maternal sodety and 
described the Palestinian mother as a “guard of our eternal 
fire because she conceives the fighters and the guards of the 
homeland. She is tbe symbol of the land . which is our 
mother. She is essential for our existence, our life and our 
victory. " 

He wrote: 

“Give both to me again so I can drink tbe country's milk 
from you and remain a little boy in yonr arms, remain a 
little boy/forever. I have seen many things, mother, I have 
seen. Give birth to me again so yon can hold me in your 
hands. " 

Darwish, though more of a poet than a politician, came 
under criticism from some of the audience at Sboman 
Foundation for not separating his poetry from his position 
as PLO official. 

When a member of the audience asked him to stick to 
poetry alone and be free to write without being linked to 
the PLO, Darwish repUed that be did not choose to be in 
the official position. 

“ I wish I never had an official political position. And I 
wish you would write up a petition to the Palestine National 
Council (PNC) to relieve me of this responsibility 
Darwish said with good humour as he sat next to the 
Palestine ambassador in Amman. 

But the poet insisted that be completely disengages 
himself from the official Palestinian position when he 
writes his poetry. He urged his readers to interpret his 
poetry in the manner they saw Bt. bur without looking at 
him as a political figure. 

“Pm committed to the PLO , but in my poetry , / don’t 
fall under any pressure or influence, " Darwish said at the 
gathering. 

He described Palestinian politicians as being more 
"i nationalists than poEticians, ” who were mostly involved 

in nationalistic political work. 

“A Palestinian struggles within his field through his own 
form of expression and serves a propose for his homeland. 
Darwish said. “I serve the Palestinian dream , the Palesti- 
nian people and the Palestinian soul; not a political figure 
in the meaning of the word. ” 

Beirut and Paris inspired Darwish most in his poetry, he 

said. He expressed his hope and dream to write his final 
ballad in his favourite capital , Jerusalem. 

“Give birth to me again ... give birth to me again that / 
may know in which land I will die, in which land I will come 
to life again. /Greetings to you as you tight tbe morning tire, 
greetings to you . greetings to you. /Isn't it time tor me to * 
give yon some presents, to return to you? 9 * 

Editors note: Poetry translation by Abdallah Al Udhari. 
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JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PREVIEW 


Thursday, Nov. 6 


8J0 Bill Cosby Show 

Thco is trying to convince 
his father to finance a long 
scientific trip to Egypt ... and 
to that end Thco summons 
help from his professor. 

9:10 Black Forest 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 Movie -of the Week 

The Godfather 

One of the most riveting 
American gangster movies , 
which provides an insight into 
the world of Mafia business, 
within an absolutely superb 
performance from Marlon 
Brando and others. 

Friday , Nov. 7 


8 JO Coach 

Hayden wants to spend the 
weekend at Christine’s 
house. There be discovers 
that Christine does not like 
secrets hidden from her. 

9:10 Shakespeare 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 Feature Film 


Part II 


Saturday, Nov. 8 


8 JO Good Morning Miss Bliss 

The students want to hold 
a big dance party at school 
but the management re/uses. 
Miss Bliss intervenes on be- 
half of the students and 
dances with them too. 

9riX) Encounter 

9J0 French Feature FUm 
A political documentary 


TRAVELS BY VCR 
By waibai Cukor 


ACROSS 
1 BrUllViT pArrctf 
G Economist Smith 
ID 0rt»dw«y bust 
14 Shock 

17 Bouquet 

18 TrjveF ne*tS 

19 Mo'her of 
Rto' 5 founder 

20 Comfc; a : tot Dell 

21 Shepjrrr s 

Sou flWK'iyni 

:ai* 

72 Earl? Eng 

2« UJ3?®* c;uti!y 

25 Desire 
25 'A Hq-jmi *n 
NS? — ‘ 

72 Fas: fort 

73 O very kwo<3 


DOWN 

■ 

2 jcnrl sea 

3 Esson'tts 

4 UfrrKjn:!^ 

5 Get re'Tibu^ion 

r o? "The 

Kansan' 

5 Prtftf — ZtClVT? 
"0 

- Abode ~ f qods 
i2 Zt-e e ; 

IS 

14 34 

if Es sie v“«va ** 

5 w.e-s 
20 A;:r»SS R*:a 
ZZ fra : Sire*? 

c-fter»ns3 
26 "40 Ofisar 


34 Notions 

35 More mos*ca)iy 

36 Thunder 00*3 II 
38 Wander 

42 Bashful 
44 •*— of DracuU" 

46 Scot. hiilMe 

47 Gen Bradley 
4fl Gave seconc 

juagmen? 

52 Asher 

54 Rem money 

55 - LanVa 

56 Furtive glances 
56 OteaJ grass 
59 More crafty 

Gi Inquire 

63 Turn rrght 

64 Rather 

65 Cambridge 
schoof letters 


27 With it 
29 Mao — -umg 
3D Narcotic 
31 Tennis great 

SZPmter 

37 Glass base 

38 Ficra 5? 

5ara:;ga 
Trg-ii ' 

39 Chai'Wf-!' — 

40 ‘ — Casing ' 
ffrVfll f.im> 

41 Legal saver 
*3 cf fhe 

Carol, nes 

45 P^rnar. goOCeTR 
Zt Ol«nf/ 

4? A 

50 Race on ;he 
Thames 

51 Juage 

53 Take i* easy 
f7 Retained 




ACROSS 
1 Dcrr-c-le 
£ Res:dcr.t Eden 
€■ Ascend 
7 Heavenly bc-3# 

6 Craze 

11 '—of Music ■ 

15 0*^ne anjmai 
18 Above 

29 Certain i7a f, ana 
21 Bcid felloe 
£4 EjLc ;or in a 


DOWN 

1 cigar, 

2 Deso'cabie 

3 Brick layer's 
idus n 

4 a tft-T 

5 L iM»eat 
s'abjarry 

9 ■OO* food 

•C P-geon 

*2 ^erforafrons 
13 A?* cringe 


25 Tear roughly 
28 Old oath 
30 Built 

34 Black to poets 

35 Highlander 

37 Begins to mere 
33 Bring up 

40 Energy 

41 Tanrt Can. and 
Me* 

43 N>gh? before a 
holiday 


iA SwcrC 
15' East of 
76 Armed conflict 
t7 Periods 
19 Porker 

22 Catchall abbf 

23 Tan*/ 

25 Crowbar 

26 Bear patiently 

27 Kind Of book or 

Strip 

29 Gamer tor ore 



trims, Dmrrkdk, on Monday at 10:20 


movie that reveals the 
methods used by the U.S. to 
Ex regimes which serve its 
interests, in Latin America. 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 CoaL of the Feature 
FUm 

Sunday, Nov. 9 


8 JO Open House 

Second Honeymoon Anyone 

When Ted realises that 
Linda's efficiency at work is 

w 

dependent on her rela- 
tionship with her husband, be 
begins to manipulate this to 
bis advantage. 

9:10 Documentary 

Great Journeys 

The Pan American Highway 

In an effort to End out 
more and explore different 
aspects of life in the Third 
World countries, a young 
man, Hugh Williams, takes 


an interesting trip m South 
America. 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 The Magistrate 

Judge Paolo finally man- 
ages to dig into Saba ri no's 
money accounts with a little 
help from Clara. But gangs- 
ters have already started to 
bunt him down. 

Monday, Nov. 10 


convince her to leave Mr. 
Chablin. 

lOtfO News in English 


Hk20 


Johanna 

Alfred plans killing his old- 
er but rich wife very meticu- 
lously but the appearance of. 
Johanna . his wife's twin sis- 
ter. ruins everything for him. 

Tuesday, Nov. 11 


8 JO Charles In Charge 

The grandfather complains 
about Buddy's bad influence 
on Adam and asks Charles to 
handle the problem. 

9:10 Documentary 

The New Wind of Change 

The winds of democratic 
change, coming from the 
Eastern Bloc, are blowing 
hard over the African conti- 
nent, some countries are tak- 
ing up pluralism, others are 
still resisting. 


I(k20 French Feature Film 


Wednesday, Dec. 12 


8 J0 Golden Girls 
Mother's Day 

It's Mo filer's Day. and 
Rose, Dorothy Blanche want 
to celebrate. Those with 
mothers do it the usual way 
and the motherless ones just 
reminisce. 

9:10 Beiderbecke Connection 

The couple manage to con- 
vince the police to quit fol- 
lowing them around and the 
former husband is trying to 


8 JO Empty Nest 

The Westons plan another 
Christmas holiday in a moun- 
tain resort but a belated 
change of plan forced them to 
spend Christmas at home. 

9:10 Economic Perspective 

10:00 News in English 

10 JO A Quiet Conspiracy 
The “Novak Story " factor is 
attracting the attention of 
many writers including the 
influential British writer 
Charles Larimer... and the 
lntercome paper secures a 
new owner. 


Weekend Crossword 


86 35 Oriental saga 

73 Tchrc.' erg. 

74 From — Z 

75 Hz* Jicrking: 
abtr. 

75 Embrown 

77 Mesquite genus 

78 Alphabet run 

79 Scyrf-e hand-e 
Ct Ford du — 

B3 Catalogue 

84 Sauce 
86 - walk (Eng. 

dance) 

88 0?trt radiation 
09 — aj:o. CA 
9G Depressed 

92 HomiV abbr 

93 Used a mangle 
95 prosoe ro s 

slave 


6C A la.-k *ZT G>09bv 

and Hep* 
62Co?-gc?er 

54 m- C" :o 

CrCrVa** 1 ' 

65 Sr Abrahar. 
86 A^-a ■/ ?« i: “1 

er Cj-i- ^ 

Z'F Mw-i 

?i seazer? 

72 Teie^.g-e *cr3 

78 cry 

79 ■fra?*' rg place 

=>-Ta > cre 
82 7*5-* «nr* 

84 Lsdd-E-erd't 
ITJ?».? 

85 Where glebes 
study 

67 Th^-o 
63 8^* 


97 Unsea! to poets 
1Q0 Piiaslcrs 

102 Aud.i man. asbr 

103 Forster classic 
1G8 Crer.ia 

110 Massenet opera 
1 1 t Tricky feats 
' 13 Page of music 
114 Latvian city 
Ti5 Caribbean 
adventure 

119 Rem 

120 School type: 
abbr. 

121 Furnace 

122 So. month 

123 Govl gp. 

124 Tableland 

125 Bush’s alma 
mater 

125 Legal papers 


9i Medina! 
amounts 

94 Los? weight 

95 One c 1 the Magi 

96 Starr 
cantor's erg 

96 - Ha^ie ' 

99 Fre^g 
?3l Herta: Z'nh 
?C4 Hagpy 'ace 
135 fiei’Sh 
Vacuous 
177 ' — G':*o m 

BrW/rT 
139 LTSN -T£- 
ii2'«rgigei«9 
f?4 Drear; *igraJ 
H6 Ga/l-er zf 
* Bhowani 
Junction - 
1?7 Gibson q? 

■X3aHrpoir 
i?8 Imegere- abbr 
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Diagramless 21 x n. By jm> Barrkk 


44 Cc-nsumed 

45 Prcclar - a: on 
43 Net palatable 
5-7 La: abbr. 

53 School dance 

54 Senary ane 
56 — ar--:8 

58 Covers m a way 
6C Bane-f 

?errr “a 

€2 Where 
Managua 15 


3> |a H 

headbarid 

32 Ba; iega'iy 

33 Judges 
36 Mcna/gh 

33 .V tr/ rep'ygg 

42 AliJa trte actor 

46 Makes 
undere?a i ".dab!e 

47 Gamen? o 1 old 

43 Pacsoret feast 
4 ? Ireland 


64 Vai-es reach/ 

65 F 01 lowing 

66 Mcr.ey (n 
Tokyo 

57 Row icwvere 

69 — Plaines 

70 Be idle 

71 II w:r»e 
city 

7? Understanding 
words 

73 Promontory 


51 Actress Gar die' 

52 Limbs 

53 SSwpnr- 
55 A lew 

57 Got an "A" on 
59 Regret 

61 Double curve 

63 woodsman s 
tool 

64 Dishes 
67 Killed 

58 Search greuo 


1. Cool «i«ig*r scored bkc with ■ wrw fltow win* pvrftj siMUary p«izc. 

2. Kids tboofcbi tootkbraibci ia tbdr Cbmuus flockipn a bmm 
Iradilfoo. 

3. Tbfrr 1 ! a warm fedfarg of t u p pu tea >hm yoar doggone yrampy eat 
yields vo your caress. 

4. Ic was always said Utaf kn)4> breath had breadth. 
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Taking your car 
to the garage 

By Maha Addas! 

■ 

HELP! Do you have quick answers regarding the subject of 
buying a car? Should I tell my friends to buy cars or should 
I discourage them? 

To tell you the truth, owning a car is a big responsibility. 
Actually it’s a lot like having a pet because every now and 
then you have to take the car to the garage for a check-up. 

But unlike a per check-up where you go in, let t he 
veterinarian give your pet the necessary annual vaccina- 
tion:, pay the usual fee and leave with little to worry about 
until the same date next year: taking you car to the car 
“doctor", so to speak . is traumatic, to say the least. 

Let me be a tittle more explicit here. The other day I 
took my car for an oil change. As you may have realised 
yourselves, the price of oil has crept op. Not so much for 
you to object but just enough for you to become aware of 
the difference. 

Changing the oil is a simple task that takes minutes , but 
the mechanic, being the smooth, stick salesman that he is, 
suggested, oat of the kindness of his heart, or’so I thought, 
to give the car a complete “check-up”, free of charge.* 

Wiping his greasy hands on a tiitby doth, bis eyes 
gleamed with a very satisfied look. He was drooling openly 
at his luck. As far as I was concerned, my car was just tine. 
But according to the mechanic, there were so many things 
that were on the brink of foiling apart. He gave me die 
impression that if I didn’t have a long list of things taken 
care of pronto, my car would self-destruct. 

Out of fear I agreed to have the car Gxed. **What do we 
start with?” I asked. 

*‘How about the exhaust, ” he said. “It has holes in it. ” . 

“That’s tine. ” I said, forgetting to ask how much it would 
cost me. I found out soon enough though because the 
exhaust was efficiently Gxed while I waite d. . — 

“TEax will be JD 133.” be said. 

My reaction was that of total shock. It reminded me of 
the time I was told that I 'bad to haw&atifour wisdom teeth' 
piffled out at one dental -appointment.^ Actually; this was 
more tike being told that I bad to Raveaflmy teeth puffed 
out during one appointment, ifthai T was e ver possible. No} 
it was tike being purthcd’In the stomach. Or being slapped 
on the face, or having a bucket of ice water thrown at me. I 
made a mental note not to get inot any accidents. I’d hate 
to know what a smashed engine would cost. 

AH these thoughts wizzed through my mind in mere 
micro-seconds, but what I managed' to utter was this: 

“Excuse me?” 

“JD 133,” the mechanic audaciously repeated. 

“ I want the boles back, ” I said. 

The mechanic looked confused, and 1 rephrased my 
request. 

“My car was fine with the boles in the exhaust. I want the 
holes back, that is unless this exhaust, which is more tike 
the engine's waste basket is made of pure 24 carat gold, in 
which case I will pay JD 133!” I was completely outraged. 

First. I didn’t have that much money on me. I came for 
an innocent oil change. I was wondering if the mechanic 
would accept trie car doors in payment for the new exhaust. 

Second, I couldn’t believe bow easily I bad been trapped 
in this mechanic’s malicious cobweb, otherwise known as 
the garage. 

And third, 1 wanted to ask where I could get an 
apprenticeship to become a mechanic, because it sure is 
one paying job! 

I managed to arrange a later time that day to go pay the 
bill. But as for as the car was concerned it was downhill 
from there. When the car is taken to the garage once, it will 
keep needing to go back. 

I have the sneaky feeling that there is some sort of secret 
agreement between the car and the mechanic , a deal that 
goes something tike this. 

“Past, mechanic. ” says the car. “ Let’s cut a deal here. ” 

The mechanic's dream has come true — a talking car — 
and goes along with the car's suggestions. 

“ Here’s the plan , mechanic.” says the car. * First trie 
exhaust breaks up. then the carborator, next it’s the 
anti-freeze tank, then Tti keep you informed about the rest 
of tbe plan. ” 

“We split everything 50-50,” says trie car. “I get my 
share in trie form of oil or anti-freeze. ” 

The mechanic loves trie idea, but all be tells you naive car 
owner is that bis garage can give you free anti- freeze and oil 
every other time you come in to have something Gxed. This 
is the mechanic’s way of ensuring that you will come back 
to his garage. 

And you, tbe car owner,, take tbe bait. 

So / ask myself, what’s the solution? 

Srioidd I forego owning a car ? 

Should I get a brand new car? 

The last time I suggested this to my dad he couldn't stop 

laughing. Accoridng to him, a furnished apartment would 
be cheaper, and tbe price tagged on a new car only includes 

the body of tbe car and tbe four wheels. Besides a new car 
is no longer new after two years. 

I feel that many people dream of a time when things 
would be so much simpler. Times like tiffs: 

“Here's your grduation present son,” says tbe proud 
father. 

“Oh, a donkey, ” says tbe son. “Just what I’ve always 
wanted. ” 

“ See son, you don ’t have to worry about trie gas Iritis, trie 
insurance bills, and you can save all your money so that you 
and your fiancee could get married sooner!” tbe father 
points out. 

But you must agree that certain problems may arise . 

How can this guy guarantee that his fiancee wouldn’t 
leave him for the rich guy next door who owns a horse! 

Back to square one. To buy a car or not to buy a car? 
That is the question. 


Victory 


By E. Yagbi ~ 

In tfr. cool mottotriDS of southern Lebanon ouw lived .jooqg 
woman by z be mine of Intisar who bad been bom and bred in a 
stone bouse which overlooked a small village. Before tbe 
outbreak ofdvU war, which ravaged the conariy^ad trie firaefi 
invasion, trie mountains and valleys bad been tilled with honest 
labour and peace , bat now life was hard, money was seance, 
families were Augmented and relationships bad detenorated. 

’Mama, Tm going down to the village to boy yon some 
vegetables for sapper” Intisar said as srie put rier arms around 
her mother and bagged her. ‘Til be gone for a while so pkasejd^ 
my brothers for me when they corns home from school.” 
Her mother’s eyes narrowed as she studied her daughter. 
“Since your older brothers died, there’s no controlling you, 
Intisar. You’ve grown wild and impulsive. You don’t sleep weB at 
night other. J hear you thrashing about in your bed and then you 
pa r r trie Door. What’s wrong? You used to ten me everything. If 
Acre’s a problem, maybe I can help. And what’s this you say 
about kissing your brothers when come from scrioaf? How long 
win you be gone and what are you planning ? 

fotism forced a false laugh as she moved away Aom her mother 
and said. “Tin nor planning anything, mam a. And Tm all right, 
just a tittle tired, that’s all. Sometimes though, I dream of Sad 
and Mohammad. I see them in a green garden and bear 
ting birds singing. My brothers stretch out rheir hands to 
me and they tell me to go with triem. Then 1 wake up as if I have a 
fever, but break out in a sweat and don’t know bow to go back to 
sleep. Tm afraid, mama. Afraid to die. Tm a coward!” 

Her eyes widened with fear as she examined her mother. The 
mother looked tired and worn as tbe colour drained from her 
pynai ruddy complexion. He sobbed, “oh, child. What arc you 
saying? We must forget the past. We can’t let it keep bamrtmg os. 
Look at your father. He lives in trie past! Your brothers are dead 
but we cannot die too. We have to Eve for as long as God wills os 
to. But what’s this talk of death? You aren’t a coward. YouU get 
married and have children. You’re young and you have much to 
rive for yet. ” 

It was no use. They had been over this subject a hundred times 
before. Words of marriage usually ended in Intisar screaming in 
protest and stomping out of tbe room. But not today. Instead, she 
said,“OK. mama. Well talk about this later. WeU talk about 
getting married. Where’s Papa? I want to ask him if he needs 
an ything . Meanwhile, you think of tbe things you want me to get 
you.” 

Your father’s out on tbe pooh smoking. Of course he’ll ask for 
nn rfimg fta (feans nothing. Sec if be finished drrnlrmg his 

tea and bring the teapot and bis cop back with you.” 

Intisar shook her bead and went out to trie sanfcen porch. Tt bad 
all been so beautiful once. Now, trie veranda. Eke tbe rest of their 
bouse was tom and crumbling. Near an olive tree, her father sat 
on a small stool, his head bent down in silence . He didn’t speak 
much anymore. Before the JEsrae/i invasion, Intisar had been his 
favourite child because she was bis only daughter. She could make 
him Inn gh and her presence would let bis eyes sparkle. He always 
gave her money to buy a new dress, or shoes, or at least a ribbon 
for her dark hair, but now be sat in silence, shutting her out, 
shutting out tbe world. Cigarette butts lay crashed on the ground 
close to his feet. 

She came behind him. Sung her arms around bis neck and 
kissed him gently. “What are yon chinking about. Papa? Tm gong 
down to trie village to get some vegetables for Mama. Do you 
need anything? Shall I get you some tobacco?” L 
He released ber arms and turned to look at herwith Squid eyes, 
shaking bis bead negatively. “Affright, Papa, mbringyo u some 
( tobacco anyway or jf not, at least Iff do something trial win make 
you happy , ,7 and she walked off the porch as her eyes misted in 
. secret tears. No, ni m noj cry; *JI8£4bou$i t. litmstbe brave. I must 
d&tbB <for Pap&i -Ziad andyMohammad!'’^ 
slinpaffesffyi stm-Estened to'htxjno&crfaidacazit words, as she 
listed the items she wanted nomthe village. She then grabbed ber 
bag and Used her mother’s cbek and set out on her journey. 

On trie way down to the village, she stopped at her friend's 
bouse. She rapped on trie door three times. It opened and she 
poshed herself inside the dark room. “Is everything ready? Did 
you get tbe explosrves thstt we made together ? Do you fhmk 
they’ll do the job? I don’t want to faff now ; Nadia. This is, a. matter 
of Efe or death, and God willing, it win end in death!” 
Nadia clutched Intisar’s band and pressed it warmly. “Are you 
sure you want logo through with tiffs, Intisar? We can always call 
trie whole thing off. Think about it. You can stiff change your 
mind. We won’t blame you.” 

u No, n she said roughly, looking at her friend. “Fve got 
to go through with tiffs. It will only take a little while and 
then it wW all be over. No one lives forever! I don’t want to 
grow old, grey and useless. Tm doing this for Ziad, 
Mohammad and Lebanon , for God , and yes, for myself. 
Tm not going to get married and have children and then 
lose everything. I want to go out of tiffs life with a tight and 
I want to take as many with me as I can. Horry now! We 
must keep to oar schedule. Put the explosives in my 
\ shopping bag.” 

Nadia took the bag and carefully placed tbe explosives in 
| the bottom of it. She trien grabbed Intisar and kissed her as 
tears rolled down both trien* cheeks. “ Til miss you, Nadia 
Til miss mama, papa and my tittle brothers too. 77/ mfcc my 
youth , the yoatb that I never really bad and III m»« my 
beautiful Lebanon friar once was one of the best countries 
in tbe world to live in. Please tell mama not to cry for me. 
Tti be a martyr! Please remember to take some tobacco to 
my f ather when you tell him about me, for I promised him 
Td buy some for him. And tell papa to be proud of me and 
that tiffs act is in revenge for my brothers. Perhaps one day 
he will know how to smile and live again. Goodbye, Nadia, 
you’ve been a dear friend. ” 

After they embraced, Intisar brushed her tears off her 
solemn face and slowly walked oat of Nadia’s house and 
made her way down the mountain, bat circled tbe village, 
avoiding iL Tbe day was really beautiful. A beautiful day 
for dying. She couldn’t have picked a better one. Winter 
hadn’t yet come. The autumn sun seemed to sriine down on 
rier witri a special radiance, warming her cold hands and 
heart. Tbe dry grass cracked beneath her feet. She passed 
otive trees yet ladened with their black and green fruit. She 
passed orange and lemon groves and tried* flowers mmM 
sweet and pretty. She heard little children laughing in tbe 
trees not for from her and she smiled a sad smile. Soon, she 
would be leaving trie beauty of tiffs world for a better place, 

a world where there was no death, bate or war. If only she 

could be brave and stop shaking! 

Afier a while, she approached a clearing and continued 
wanting towards the Israeli self-declared zone. She frowned 

kther watch. Rigrit on stnne. It would be just a few more 
minutes. 

TWo Lsraeff vehicles soon appeared. They were tilled 
witri soldiers who were laughing and happy. Happy to raid, 

top?! ha PPy to plunder a land and a people not 
triezrs. Intisar’s band quickly moved automatically to trie 
bottom of the cold metal explosives and she detonated rier' 
riomemaefe terror. One second to bravery and eternity. He 
bomb tore through the silence of trie day, blowing the drl 
to pieces as well as the two vehicles. The langte of the 
soririers fumed to mortitied screams of horwrfand trice 
tri^wae a void and silence. The hills shuddered. 
Intisar has joined her brothers now and their hands that 

■T C Z, f 0at ^ tcbed have mct hers - smdes and ber 

“ f Mohammad’s feces som* 

wbm & martyrs gp near the 

rarareof God. Nearby she can bear a chorus of angeb 
mngfog as they move m Sight. 
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By Paul Holmes 

Reuter 

SALZBURG, Austria — 
Musical question: What do a 
pair of skis, a bottle of per- 
fume and a hairdressers 7 party 
have in common? Answer:' 
They're an making money out 
of Mozart. 

As Austria prepares to 
mark the 200th anniversary 
next year of the death of 
classical music’s most prolific 
composer, organisers are bat- 
ding in vain to ireep it 
cultural. 

“We are avoiding every- 
thing that smacks of kitsch , 
tastelessness and absurdity, " 
said Professor Peter Weiser , 
coordinating Vienna city 
celebrations 

Nevertheless, "Mozart 
mama" is proving music to the 
ears of entrepreneurs. 

the 199L. bicentenary wBI 
witness ccjebr&tions around. 


Austria goes mad for Mozart in bicentenary year 


V; :■ '.V ' _ 


the world to honour Wolf- Congresses and exhibitions women — ‘Mozart. . . A New 
gang Amadeus Mozart . ere- will explore every aspect of Symphony” — and a ski 
dited with 626 compositions in Mozart’s life , from how manufacturer is making 
35 years that took him from freemasonry influenced bis named after the great com- 
chBd genius to scourge of the work to the mystery of poser, with his portrait and a 
establishment. whether bis death was due to chronology of his life stamped 

Sal zburg, ary of Mozart's rheumatic fever, syphillis or on the surface. It says they are 
birth on Jan. 27, 1756, and poisoning by his arch-rival aimed at the Japanese 
Vienna, where he died on Antonio Sah'eri. market. 

Dec. 5, 1791 , will be the But while organisers say the " Anniversaries like this al- 

ma j or venues. Both have emphasis of their packed ways attract commercial in- 
arranged year-hog feasts of programmes will be on col- terests these days, ” said Wolf- 
Opera, con certs, concertos tare, it seems Austria knows gang Rehm. organiser of the 
and church music. few bounds in kitsch and com- Mozart Week Music Festival- 

Vienna’s celebrations will merce. staged each winter in Salzburg 

c lima x in a performance of Vienna itself will have a by the International Fonnda- 
Mozarfs Requiem on Dec. 5, “Figaro BalT* for hairdressers tion Mozarteum, . 

1991 in St. Stephen's Cashed- in January, honouring the* "I don't think it's any diffe- 
tal where the composer's Spanish barber of Mozart’s rent here bom anywhere else 
funeral was held before be opera the Marriage of Figaro, in the world. ” 
was buried in an unmarked A Salzburg perfume maker Rehm's office is on the 
co m munal grave. has dreamed up a new line for Quaint Getreidegasse where 


and church mush. 

Vienna’s celebrations will 
c lima x in a performance of 

Mozart’s Requiem on Dec. 5, 
1991 in St. Stephen's Cathed- 
ral where the composer's 
funeral was held before be 
was buried in an unmarked 
communal grave. 


the house of the composer's 
birth draws 500,000 visitors a 
year, in the middle of a district 
devoted to marketing Klozart. 

The street sports a Mozart 
cafe, Mozart drugstore, a 
Figaro hairdresser and count- 
less shops selling souvenirs 
that range from musics/ busts 
to chamberpots. 

Tourists can tuck into 
chocolate-covered spheres of 
nougat and green marzipan 
called Mozart balls and 
quench their thirst on 
Mozart liqueur " or “Nan- 
nerl, ” a schnaps named after 
the composer's sister and sold 
in violin-shaped bottles. 

Salzburg's tourist industry' 
is organising special packages 
for foreign visitors in 1991, 


with opera and concert tickets 
as part of the deal. 

Among the outings on offer 
is “ erne kieine nachtmusik mit 
Mozart " — trips to Klessbeim 
Palace outside Salzburg for an 
evening buffet meal to the 
strains of a string quartet in 
18th century dress. It costs up 
to JJOO schillings ($150) a 
head. 

Visitors to Vienna could 
opt for a horse-drawn coach 
trip to Prague in September, 
retracing Mozart’s voyage in 
1787 from a city that was 
turning its back on him to one 
where his music was so popu- 
lar it was whistled in the 
streets . 

Neither Salzburg nor Vien- 
na was particularly kind to the 


_ ^ __ Don Giovanni and impecunity 

vjOAl* some chroniclers blame on 
JF billiards and card-playing. 

“We have certainly made 

amends since his death , " said 

Rehm. 

composer during his life. He noted that some critics 

Mozart moved from Salz- believed the bicentenary 
burg to Vienna after falling bonanza could damage 
out with his employer the Mozart’s work by over-expo- 
archbishop, who had sure. "Even too much Sacher- 
appointed him concert master tone can be bad for you, ” be 
at the age of 13, over his said in a reference to Ausuia’s 
frequent wanderings around famous cake of chocolate and 
Europe with bis fa ther apricot jam. 

Leopold. But Rehm does not share 

He had been the toast of fears of cultural indigestion 
Vienna as a six-year-old, for a composer whose life and 
bouncing on the knee of the works have already been the 
/Empress Maria Theresia after target of so much research, 
performing for her court at myth and commercial ex- 
Schoenbrunn Palace with bis ploitation. 
child-sized violin , 11 Mozart would have suf- 

But Mozart's adult years in fered already if that were the 
the city were marred by set- case, ” said Rehm. “ You only 
backs, poor receptions for his have to switch on the televi- 
operas The Marriage of sion to bear his music in the 
Figaro. The Magic Flute and advertisements. ” 
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I Chicago ’s Lyric 
Opera harmonises 
innova tion solvency 


' : ' : .«a 




By FJf. d’AJessio 

The Associated Press 

CHICAGO — General direc- 
tor Andes Krainik is steering 
the Lyric Opera of Chicago 
into the 21st century, and she 


this season have supertitles, 
inducting Poe , which is sung 
m English. 

After Alceste, Lyric's sea- 
son moved to the mid-19th 
century sumptuousness of 
Tchaikovsky's Eugene One- 


feels the way to reach the wiki gin and on into the early 20tb 
blue yonder is to stay in the century with Puccini's Gid of 
black. tiie Golden West. The Pucdm 

Once again rhfc year, the work gave tenor Palddo 
woman who told Luciano Domingo a chance to revel in 
Pavarotti his services in Chi- ** sphaghetti western rote of 
cago has come up with an Johnson Di Sacramento and 
operatic mar vel rarer than a romance the keeper of the 


superstar tenor. It's called Tolka Saloon . 


solvency. 

“We haven't bad a deficit 
since 1981, and for the second 
year in a row oar entire sea- 
son was sold oat by opening 
night,” Lyric spokeswoman 
Susan Mathieson said recent- 
ly. “Oar ticket sales witifop- 
$11 miItion. Our fund-raising 
goal for the year is $7.95 
million, and we’re right on 
target for that, too.” 

The current eight-opera 
season at Lyric began Sept 14 
and is the fust of a decade- 
long initiative Miss Krainik 
has dabbed “ toward the 21st 
century." It’s a programme 
meant to showcase often - 
overlooked 20th century op- 


75 en came Poc, complete 
with premature burial, a pen- 
dulum and a "masque of the 
red death. 

- “Red’s not a colour we tike 
around here, financially, but 
it’s, tine for . costumes, ” Ms. 
Matbiesoh commented. 

. . . The, rest xri^Lyric’s 1990-91 ■ 
season is more traditional 
fare, Lada Di Lammermoor, 
Rigoletto mid Carmen wzQ be 
presented horn Thanksgiving 
to Christmas, and a reworking 
of its aedktooed 1985-6 The 
Magic Flute will appear in 
January. 

Miss Krainik Iras not 
announced the 1991-2 portion 
of “toward the 21st century. ” 
But she says composer Wti- 


eratic works, reshape prodne- . ham Bolcom is preparing 
tions of more traditional oper- “McTcague," an operatic ■ 
as and, most importantly, version of Frank Norris’ 1899 
point the way to the fixture, naturalistic novel as the cen- 
7 hat future, as Miss 1 terpiece of the 1992-3 season, 
Krainik sees A, is “our own, McTeague is to be staged by 
unique American opera, not film director Robert Altman, 
just a hashed-over European who will tackle the same 
art form.” material Erich Von Stroheim 


C hic ag o's first taste of what used for his silent movie epic, 
such opera might be come on Greed. 

Oct. 27,' when Lyric presented The 1992-3 season also win 

its first production of Mntae- feature the be ginning of an 
sot a composer Dominick even more ambitions project, 
Argento ’s 1976 work , The & mounting of Richard Wag- 
Voyage Of Edgar Allan Poe. ner's monumental Ring cycle. 

Argento' s hallucinatory Zubin Mehta is scheduled to 
opera has been performed be- conduct one of the four Ring 
&ue, both in the United States operas season until 1996. 
and Europe. But A had never Thu entire cycle is to be per- 
received a full-scale produc- formed a gain in the spring of 
tion in a major house until that .year. 


Miss fTramitr hired Pulitzcr- 
w innin g director Frank Galati 
to bring A to the Lyric stage. 

The opening night audience 
greeted Poe, a tale tilled with 


Miss Krainik says there will 
be world premieres of two 
other operas in the 1996-7 and 
1999-2000 seasons — and both 
will be by American com- 
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death, madness and sugges- posers. 

dons of necrophilia, with wild jfs a major departure titan 
applause and multiple curtain the views of Afiss Krainik ’s 
calls. late predecessor. Lyric fbund- 

. Appropriately, Foe was still er Carol Fox, whose predtiee- 
rnninng over Halloween, and tion for European works and 
the tinting reflects the canny angers earned the Chicago 
Krainik strategy that has sold company the nickname of “La 
outthe3 r 564-seat Gvic Opera Scala West" 

House for every performance Fox's idea of a tribute 

in recent years. That strategy to the U.S. bicentennial was 
moos innovation, superstar to commission Polish compos- 
vehides and old favourites. crKryzysty of Penderecki and 

; The 1990 season began wAh British playwright Cbrist- 
soprano Jessye Norman ’s Chi - cipher Fry to do an operatic 
emo debut, which came in version of John Milton's Para- 
(Burk's 1767 Alceste. The disc Lost. That work had As . 
l&h centmy music was juxta-t premiere two years late, in 
po^d against Robert Wftson’s 1978; with sets designed to St 
ultramodern set designs and the stage of MDan's La Scala, 
copmnes, the first prod uc tion ^ Chicago, 
be had done for an American Paradise Lost cost a re- 
open house. ported $2 ntiOion and added 

Alceste caused grumbling to the- sea, of red ink -that 
among some audtence me m- threatened to drown Lyric in 
bets, who complained of the 1980. In that year , Lyric’s 
lack of F.n g Nsh-fanguagc su- hoard persuaded the ailing 
parities that have become Miss Fax to step down after 26 
standard under Miss years and elevated Miss, 
Krantick’s management. Kramik. who had been artistic 
AH other Lyric productions {Erector since 1975. 


Intellectual chess and melancholy padding 


The best German-language films are not from 
Germany but from Austria and Switzerland, says 


Film Festival which appeared in the Frankfurter 
Ailgemeine Zeitung. 


WIM Wenders was not per- 
sonally at the this year's Hof 
Film Festival but he did send 
his latest film. Bis ans Ende 
der Welt, a wonderful, 
ephemeral use of landscape, 
broodingly padded with 
melancholy. He was, howev- 
er, at the first Hof Festival, 
which just goes to show that 
he is now 24 years older. 

The Festival A no longer a 
novelty. It has advanced in 
years but A has retained its 
freshness. Heinz Badewitz, 
the organiser, is unaffected 
by the dist resses which afflict 
other national and itenxation- 
al film festivals. 

His programme of 80 61ms 
Ibis year was a significant 
collection without being 
world-shattering in any way. 
It awakened an unbridled cn- 
tbnsiasm for the cinema as 
such. This festival was an 
arena for the younger genera- 
tion of German film-makers 
without having the wind 
being taken completely out of 
As sails by imported produc- 
tions. 

But Badewits has also not 
been able to avoid borrowing 
some of the gUtter from those 
films which have attracted 
attention at Cannes or 
Venice, films which are about 
to go on circzznt in Germany. 
The festival A an inexpensive 
way of launching them on the 
cinema public. 

Some examples were 
Godard's Nouveile Vague 
and Paul Schrader's Trost 
von Fremden, or Dancin' 
Through the Night by Mick 
Ockrent from Liverpool, or 
the bravura performance by 
actor Marcello Ma stroianni 
in Giuseppe Tornatore's 
Stanno Tutti Bene. But these 
great moments did not cast a 
shadow over the rest of the 
programme. In fact they 
brought' it out of the sha- 
dows. 

There were tibns which de- 
served to be brought to light, 
as for example American 
WbA StUhnan's tihn Metro- 
politan, an ironic swan-song 




on social arrogance and the 
blase ind iff ere n ce of the sup- 
posed upper classes. 

A group of young people 
meet every evening in even- 
ing clothes, black-ties for the 
men, gowns for the females. 
They show off with their 
edocatfon and manners, hut 
they do not have the slightest 
idea of what Agoing on in the 
teal world, which A barely 


These young people, all of 
them students, think of them- 
selves as a notch up on yup- 
pies. The symbol for mem- 
bership of their group is the 
initial*: UHB, upper haute 
bourgeon se — a species of 
arrogant mankind which A 
not by means sentenced to 



... These pale. _ youths and 
made-up girls are so busy 
spending their parents’ 
money that they have no time 
to look at themselves to see 
that the courtship dance of 
superficiality has become a 
giddy business. Utis A ail 
seen from the viewpoint of 
one of the young couples. 

WbA Stillman’s film A set 
in Mannhattan in the days 
between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas . It A elegant, re- 
vealing, full of wit and A 
unintentionally blase. Direct 
Stillman plays intellectual 
chess with hA characters even 
if bA characters turn on one 
another pAUcssly to the de- 
light of the audience. 

Hal Hartley's The Unbe- 
lievable Truth A just as witty. 
It A a social farce of which 
the director hixnself said that 
A dealt with the “ similar ity 
betweeen social relationships 
and capitalist transactions 

There A Lolita, who has 
just left high school, and the 
mechanic who has just left 
prison. He A so buttoned-up 
and chaste that be A taken for 
a priest. They are so different 
there is a great deal of ten- 
sion between them. 

Or Keith McNally's End 
Of The Night which deals 
with the pregnancy psychosis 
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of a man about to become a 
father. Day after day he runs 
after other women, because 
be thinks be A misunderstood 
as a man and even runs away 
from himself: in the end this 
costs him his job and hA life. 

Bloody, escalating intri- 
gues of false suspicion, in 
Joel and Ethan Coen's Mil- 
ler's Crossing , with excuses, 
infamy and pacifying calcula- 
tion; the film is a game about 
rising and falling , about pow- 
er and impotence, resent- 
ment and advantage, which 
are set against the social pros 
and cons of masterly cinema 
and comic models. Films of 
thA sort are rcBezes to real- 
ity, and its reflection. 

German films will always 
battle in vain to have the 
polish of the Americans , who 
gyve an apparent effect of 
self-assurance. But the Ger- 
man film has been lan- 
guishing in the doldrums for a 
long time, yet there are signs 
'that a fresh wind A gathering 
to blow through the sails. 

Our film promotion prog- 
rammes continuously show 
film-makers making their 
first film but little attention A 
paid to their progress after 


It A far easier for an appli- 
cant to get financing for a 
first film than to get help for 
future films. 

Three years ago Jan Schul- 
te had considerable success 
with bA debut film as a direc- 
tor, Spkey Rice, but be has 
overcome the obstacles of his 
following film, much more 
difficult to understand, with 
propriety. HA Winckeimanns 
Reiscn was thought well of in 
Venice and A soon to be put 
on the cinema circuit 

There was another film 
which was much praised at 
Hof: Sonke Wortmann f s 
Eine Wahnsinnesehe, soon to 
be screened on the Second 
Television Channel. 

But the situation has gone 
so far that the best films in 
the German language are 
coming from Austria and 
Switzerland. The use of the 
same themes makes dus view 
dear. 

For instance dealing with 
the innermost feeling of chil- 
dren who withdraw into the- 
realm of total inaccesibiUty, 
because of the penetration of 
the the world, firmly 
ordained, the suicide of a 
mother or the sudden death 
of a grandmother. 


Petra Katbarina Wagner , 
bom in Lindlar in 1958 , 
shows in her film Staub vor 
der Sonne, the case of such 
an almost lethal inner wound 
as hopelessly tragic. 

But artificially-stylised 
reality must always be shat- 
tered, because bare images, 
simply stretching out to reai- 


cance suggested. The sense of 


remains dumbfounded. 

Austrian Leopold Huber, 
bom in 1955, goes in the 
opposite direction with hA 
film Mirakel, namely into 
fantastic stylisation. This 
brings back from the recesses 
of the mind of the audience 
memories of childhood, long 
thought to be dead. 

Andreas, aged 9, runs 
away from his foster-parents 
with whom be had been 
placed after the death of hA 
grandmother. He avoids the 
church and school, and only 
finds the ability to accept the 
loss of hi s previous security in 
the snow village which he has 
built and the dialogue he has 
with a good spirit. The new 
sense of security, bidden be- 
hind the good jpirtr, is a 
vagabond, who wants to find 


somewhere to stay in the 
local community for the 
winter. 

Huber describes the style, 
put on film in magical winter 
light by cameraman Christian 
Berger, as symbolic re alism . 
It A a balancing act; to re- 
main realistic in observation 
and to reach back to the 
mythical in the contacts of 
the invented characters with 
one another. 

Leningrad, November by 
Andreas Schmidt and Oleg 
Moroaow A a Germac-Rus- 
rian co-production. It deals 
with images cf forlomness, 
expeditions through 2 dry 
from the perspective of some- 
one returning, “which unite 
intimacy and the sense of 
being excluded 

Peter Sehr’s film . Das Ser- 
bisebe Madchen, tells the 
story of the journey of a 
young girl from a Serbian 
village to Hamburg, to the 
father of her unborn child 
and the return to the village. 

Sehr, from Germany, tells 
~iris story with famili ar cliches 
between defiance and doubt, 
in the survival of the unfore- 
seen. Thanks to the fine per- 
formance of Mujana Jokovic 
hi s film has an original tone 
of sorrow and rebelliousness 
to If. 

Franz Kalin from Swj^sr- 
land, who made Rammpass , 
A a self-taught film-maker. 
He presents young people 
who five for theft cars alone. 
They are bored to death: 
theft activities are as thought- 
less as the mad rush of the 
hamster on a treadmill. He 
has compressed hA experi- 
ences in a cumbersome but 
nevertheless impressive way. 

These are three examples 
showing the variety of the 
programme. The word 
“ Rammpass , ” by the way, A 
Swiss (Baled for a high-pri- 
nted good-for-nothing. 

Hof, once on the periphery 
of the Federal Republic has, 
since unification, moved to 
the centre of economic in- 
terest, but there was no evi- 
dence of thA at the festival. 
ThA shows, however, in the 
best way, that Heinz Bade- 
witz does not pay attention to 
political opportunity but sole- 
ly to his personal prefer - 


Leningrad, marks Tchaikovsky’s 150th anniversary 






LENINGRAD (AP) — 
Thousands packed the 
Leningrad Philharmonic's 
great hail and hundreds more 
stood outside in the freezing 
cold to hear a Tchaikovsky 
concert on the 150th 
anniversary of the composer’s 
both. 

Loudspeakers projected the 
1812 Overture and other 
worksby the /Russian compos- 
er onto the snow-covered 
Artists Square last Saturday 
night. Featured artists in- 
cluded American violinftt 
Itzhak Perlman , Yo Yo 

Ma and soprano Jessye Nor- 


or so, you can forget about all 
that, " said 89-year-old Anna 
Smofina. 

She was one of the ordinary 
Soviets who braved minus 10- 
degree Celsius (14-degree 
Fahrenheit) temperatures to 
hear the two-hour concert. 

In keeping w ith Pyotr Ilyich. 
Tchaikovsky's original score 
for the 1812 Overture , chur- 

cbbeBs rang and 16 cannons 
that had been sent for the 
occasion from the United 
States fired to accompany the 
Leningrad Orchestra, 
directed by Yuri Temftkancv. 


Ma and soprano Jessye Nor- American concert ftnprc- 
man sario Peter Gclb, a former 

“You know, my dear, I am: assistant manager of the Bos- 
so fimtl of living in this mess ton Symphony Orchestra, 
— — all these congresses, de- organised by the conceit. He 

monstrations, decrees and previously arranged the re- 

rationing. Here, for an hour turn appearances in the Soviet 


Union of emigre pianist Vla- 
dimir Horowitz and cellist- 
conductor Mstislav Rostropo- 
vich. 

The concert was televised 
across the Soviet Union and 
to an estimated audience of 25 
milli on people in more than 
two dozen other countries. It 
A scheduled to be shown later 
thA year in the United Stares, 
according to Kim Smedvig , an 
assistant to Gelb. 

Western television com- 
panies flooded Artists Square 
with light , making a statue of 
the Russian poet Alexander 
Pushkin and a small grove of 

barren trees stand out starkly 
against the snow 

“It was 3 fairy tale setting. 
The tree branches were black 

against the snow, and then the 

music poured out and took my 


breath away," Maxim Kor - 
zhov, a Leningrad journalist, 
said afterward. 

. Sergei Kondratiev, 18, a 
French horn student, stood 
with four of hi s classmates 
from the Leningrad Conserva- 
tory behind a police barrier on 
the cobblestone square, ring- 
ed by pre-revolutionary build- 
ings. including the Russian 
Museum and Maly Theatre. 

“You know, we couldn't 
stay away from a concert in 

winch such masters were play- 
ing. But we also couldn’t get 
tickets to sit inside, ” Kondra- 
tiev explained. ‘Now. we’re 

not sorry that we didn’t get in. 
It's more beautiful here. ” 
The concert began with the 
orchestra playing Tchaikovs- 
ky’S Polonaise. Perlman then 

played the Serenade For 


Strings, followed by the most of hA life. Ms. Smedvig 
Waltz-Scherzo. said it was the first time in 

Soviet pianist Boris Bere- Russia since the 1917 Bofehe- 
zovsky, winner of the 1990 vik Revolution that the 1812 
Tchaikovsky Piano Comped- Overture was played accord- 
don , played the 3rd Move- ing to the original score, la- 
ment from 2nd Piano Concer- eluding the cannons and chur- 
to; Ms. Norman sang three cb bells, 
songs for voice and piano; the At the last minute, Russian 
orchestra played a movemenr Orthodox Church officials de- 
from Tchaikovsky’s Sym- (tided that ringing the betis for 
phony No. 6, the Pathetique; a concert would be sacriie- 
and Ma played the rococco gjous, threatening to spoil the 
variations for cello. plans worked out in months of 

The concert concluded with negotiations, she said, 
the 1812 Overture and a fire- However . she said, the con- 

works display that set some of ‘ cert producers came up with a 
the tree branches on fire, quick alternative: They used 
Firemen and militia officers tape recordings of Russian 
who were standing by quickly and American chuichbelts to 
put out the Barnes, to the supplement the faint ringing 
entertainment of the crowd, of a handful of churches 

Tchaikovsky died in 1893 in across the city that eventually 

Leningrad, where he spent did cooperate. 














Health i Sr Medicine 

Researchers find 
inherited mutation 

related to breast 
cancer 


By Paul Recer 
The Assisted Press 

WASHINGTON — Resear- 
chers have found an inherited 
abnormal y ene that can lead 
to a high susceptibility for 
breast cancer, a major dis- 
covery about the tendency 

for malignancies to be passed 
from generation to genera- 
tion. 

In a study to be published 
Friday in the journal Science . 
a group of scientists say the 
cancer promoting mutation 
was found by studying the 
genetic pattern in a group of 
families that have an excep- 
tionally high rate of six types 
of cancers, including breast 
cancer. 

“Up until now there have 
been no inherited genes iso- 
lated and identified which 
provided susceptibilities to 
some of the common adult 
malignancies, ” said Dr. 
Stephen Friend, a Mas- 
sachusetts Genera/ Hospital 
Cancer Centre scientist. 

Friend, who was lead au- 
thor of the study, said the 
mutation was found on what 
is called the P53 cancer sup- 
pressor gene. For people who 
inherit a mutated P53 gene, 
be said, “their chance of get- 
ting a malignancy by age 60 is 
90 per cent.” 

Dr. Andrew Fein berg, a 
University of Michigan Can- 
cer Centre researcher and 
co-discoverer of genes re- 
lated to a rare kidney cancer, 
said the P53 discovery adds a 
step in the cascade of cell 
changes that is thought to 
lead to some cancers. 

“ From a scientific view- 
point . it is very important 
because it helps us under- 
stand the sequence of events 
that lead to cancer said 
Fein berg. He emphast&d 
that there are a number of 
other steps , still unknown, 
that cause a normal cell to 
become cancerous. 

The P53 gene is one of a 
group of genes that control 
cell growth. The gene, in 
effect, blocks the uncontrol- 
led division of cells, hence, 
suppresses tumor develop- 
ment. If this function is lost 
through mutation, then the 
cell lacks one of the controls 
that keep division in balance . 

The mutated P53 gene has 
been detected in the past in a 
number of types of cancers , 
‘but the new study is the Gist 
to find that the mutation can 
be inherited. 

Friend said that although 
the loss of the P53 function is 
only one of a series of steps 
that can lead to cancer, it 
demonstrates just bow fragile 
is the natural protection 
against cancer. 


“Up until now, the ques- 
tion in the common adult 
malignancies has been 
whether any one step would 
make a difference and pro- 
vide a susceptibility, ” he said. 
“ This shows that the answer 
is yes. If you are bom with an 
inactive region in one gene , 
then that gives you a hidden 
susceptibility to malignan- 
cies. 

Friend said he and his col- 
leagues isolated the specific 
P53 gene mutation by study- 
ing people with what is called 
the U-Fraumeni Syndrome. 
These are families in which 
there is an inherited tendency 
to develop one of six types of 
cancer at an early age , often 
during childhood. 

Breast cancer is the most 
common malignancy among 
U-Fraumeni families, but 
they can also develop leuke- 
mias, brain tumours, sarco- 
mas of the bone and cancer of 
the adrenal gland. 

The researchers discovered 
the mutation in the cells of 
U-Fraumeni family members 
who bad cancer, but not in 
those family members who 
were free of the disease. 

Friend said that in the 
affected family members the 
P53 mutation was found in 
every cell , indicating it was 
passed genetically from one 
generation to another. 

The Li-Fraumeni syn- 
drome was fust described by 
Frederick P. U and Joseph 
F. Fraumeni Jr., both of the 
National Cancer Institute and 
coauthors of the study in 
Science. The syndrome is 
very rare , with only about 
200 such families in the Un- 
ited States. 

With discovery of the P53 
mutation , Friend said a 
screening process may be de- 
veloped to determine which 
members in a U-Fraumeni 
family have inherited the 
abnormal gene. When one 
parent in a family has the 
mutation, there is a 50-50 
chance that each chil d will 
inherit it. 

Children that show the 
mutation, said Friend, could 
then undergo periodic, inten- 
sified examinations for can- 
cer so that the malignancies 
they will almost certainly de- 
velop could be found very 
early. 

Although the mutated 
gene is closely related to an 
inherited tendency for breast 
cancer. Friend said that a 
malfunctioning P53 gene is 
not the only genetic cause of 
breast cancer. 

" There are multiple genes 
for breast cancer,” he said. 
“ This happens to be the first, 
but it won't be the last.” 
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Spanish church, state cross swords in condom war 
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By Stephen Brown 

Reuter 

MADRID — A racy govern- 
ment campaign to encourage 
youngsters to use condoms 
has put Spain’s ruling Social- 
ists and the Catholic Chruch 
on a war footing. 

The country’s bishops have 
denounced the 600-million- 
pcsefa ( S4. 6-million ) adver- 
tising drive as a “grave abuse 
of power and an attack or, 
our moral conscience. ~ 

In a 43-pagc document re- 
leased on Nov. 22. the 
bishops' conference called 
Spain's Catholic congrega- 
tion to arms in the battle 
against immorality and deli- 
vered its most stinging attack 
ever on Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez's Socialist 
government. 

Jingles by popular Spanish 
rock groups aim the radio 
campaign at youngsters while 
a television advertisement 
shows a stem teacher con- 
fronting a gym class with a 


condom he found in the 
changing rooms. 

“Whose is this?” he asks. 
One by one the whole class . 
boys and girls . put up their 
hands in solidarity with cul- 
prit. 

“We derided to launch this 
campaign to promote the 
condom because we think it's 
the only method effective all- 
round.” said German Arre- 
dondo. the Health Ministry 
brain behind the campaign. 

Campaign posters list the 

risks of unprotected sex. in- 
cluding unwanted pregnan- 
cies and a grisly list of sexual- 
ly transmitted diseased in- 
cluding AIDS. 

“ Another key idea is ro get 
boys to lose the embarrass- 
ment they feel at the monenr 
of putting it on. and get girls 
used to the idea that asking 
boys to put one on is no sin. ” 
she said. 

Sin is what bothers the 
bishops. Since the end of 
dictator Francisco Franco's 


pro -Cat ho lie regime in 1975 
the loss of the church's grip 
on society has gone hand-in- 
hand with a sharp increase in 
sexual freedom. 

The Catholic Church is no 
longer the state religion and 
though more 80 per cent of 
Spaniards are nominally 
Catholic, numbers of chur- 
chgoers have plummeted 
since Franco’s death. 

“ The question is not to 
have safe sex. it is to have sex 
when and with whom your 
Christian conscience says: 
Within matrimony. ” said the 
Bishop of Majorca. Teodoro 
Ubeda. 

Emboldened by Pope John 
Paul's recent appeal to chem- 
ists not to sell contraceptives, 
the bishops accuse the gov- 
ernment of promoting prom- 
iscuity and of undermining 
parents’ authority and right 
to bring up children accord- 
ing to their own convictions. 

“ The campaign treats male 
and female sexuality in a 


frivolous, trivia 1 way. What it 
publicises has nothing to do 
with authentic human love.” 
said a statement from a meet- 
ing of bishops in Madrid ear- 
lier this month. 

They quoted unspecified 

studies that showed condoms 

■ 

used by under 18-year-olds 
had a failure rate of 10 to 33 
per cent. “They are systema- 
tically hiding from people the 
fact that indiscriminate sex- 
ual promiscuity is the max- 
imum risk factor in AIDS.” 
they said. 

Spain has the third highest 
number of AIDS sufferers in 
Europe, with 6.210 reported 
by the beginning of Novem- 
ber. while health sources say 
one in four pregnancies end 
in abortion. 

Government spokes- 
woman Rosa Conde said the 
bishops' criticisms betrayed 
“ considerable ignorance of 
what Spanish society is” and 
Health Minister Julian Gar- 
cia Vargas denied the cam- 


paign promotes promiscuity. 

“It is a health matter. We 
are not dealing in morality. 
We are giving information 

but that doesn't mean we 
oblige people to use it.” he 
said. 

Catholic parents' groups 
are also up in arms, indignant 
they were not consulted, 
aobut the campaign, and a 
group of mothers is trying to 
get it banned in the courts. 
Churchmen have criticised 
the government for spending 

public cash on it while asking 
for wage restraint and 
announcing a tight budget for 

1991. 

But the government, de- 
spite a few warning shors, has 
refrained from declaring hos- 
tilities. 

It is not the first time sex 
has come between church ■ 
and state in democratic 
Spain. They clashed over a 
condom campaign in the mid- 
1980s and are now bickering 
over plans to extend legal 


grounds for abortion, which 
was legalised for limited- cir- 
cumstances in 1985 in the 
face of church opposition. 

Divorce, abolished under 
Franco, was reintroduced in 
1981. 

They have skirmished this 
year over government educa- 
' don reforms. Clerics have 
traditionally exercised a 
strong influence over educa- 
tion and say the reforms neg- 
’ leer the nurturing of morality 
in schoolchildren. 

The Catholic Church and 
the Spanish left remember 
. their enmity in the 1936 civil 
war , when churchmen sided 
with Franco's nationalists and 
leftist Republican forces 
butchered nearly 7,000 
priests , monks and nuns. 

In the northern city of Val- 
ladolid, a traditional Catholic 
stronghold, a small unidenti- 
fied group has chosen direct 
action. They smashed up 50 
telephone booths bearing 
condom campaign posters. 
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cocaine epidemic seen to peak but heroin makes come 



By Bemd Debusmann 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — After 
years of explosive growth, de- 
mand for cocaine in the Un- 
ited States appears to have 
levelled off but experts fear 
that heroin is making a come- 
back. 

Crack, a potent, smokable 
form of cocaine, turned parts 
of major U.S. cities into vir- 
tual combat zones as addicts 
took to crime to feed their 
habits and dealers fought gun 
battles over shares in the 
lucrative market. 

In the 1980s, crack spread 
so quickly that a report by the 
U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) label- 
led it “ the fast food of drugs'* 
— cheap and easily availabe. 

“The great crack have 
lasted from 1983, to 1989 " said 
Mark Kleiman, an expert on 
drug policy at Harvard Uni- 
versity in Cambridge. Mas- 
sachusettes. From r 85 to 'S9. 
the number of new users dou- 
bled every year. Now the 
growth curve has started to 
flatten.” 

Narcotics agents agree with 
that assessment but the reasons 
are not entirely dear. 

Administration of ficial* see 
it as a sign that Washington is 
winning the “war on drugs” 
declared by President George 
Bush after taking office, fol- 
lowing the example of every 
U.S. president since Richard 
Nixon. 

But assertions by Bush and 
his lieutenants in the drug war 
that cocaine use is actually 
declining are not borne out by 
statistics. “ It's like the (feder- 
al) budget,” said a veteran 
narcotics agent. “They talk 
about a reduction when thev 


mean slower increases. ” 
Academic researchers say 
changes in attitude have been 
as important as tougher law 
enforcement, bigger seizures 
and campaigns to wipe out 
drug crops in the three South 
American countries which 
produce most of the world’s 


In the 1970s and early 
19S0s, cocaine was seen as a 
glamour drug used by die rich 
and the famous. The image 
changed as crack spread to the 
ghettos of U.S. cities and 
ruined the lives of new users 
who became addicts. 

“It went from everybody 
wanting to imagine he’s a 
movie star or an investment 
banker by smoking crack to 
everybody thinking that those 
who smoke crack are welfare 
mothers. ” Kleiman said in an 
interview. 

According to David Musto, 
a historian and drug expert at 
Yale University in New 
Haven, Connecticut, previous 
epidemics have gone through 
similar cycles. 

Heroin, once associated 
with jazz musicians and 
artists, came to be seen as the 
drug of losers in the early 
1970s. The population of he- 
roin addicts has remained 
largely stable at an estimated 
500,000 for the past two de- 
cades, government statistics 
indicate. 

There are signs, however, 
that this is beginning to 
change. According to the 
DEA. the price of heroin has 
dropped while its purity has 
risen so sharply that smoking 
or inhaling it produces the 
same effect as injecting the 
weaker product of past years. 

Narcotics experts say that 
smokable heroin — which eli- 


oeedles — could prompt a 
major increase in consump- 
tion. 

Tra/fichers and Asia's 


in the United States, by far 
the world’s largest market for 
illicit drugs. ■ 

According to the govern- 


ment's latest report on the 
supply of iffidt drugs to the 
Unites States, production of 
opium — the raw material for 
heroin — has more than dou- 
ble over the past five years in 


the Golden Triangle of Bur- 
ma, Laos and Thailand. 

Mexico also doubled its 
production and Guatemala 
began growing opium for the 
first time. 
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Finland cuts heart disease by 
changing habits of a lifetime 


By Nigel Stephenson 

m 

Reuter 

JOENSUU, Finland — Fin- 
land has slashed death rates 
in one of the world’s heart 
disease blackspots by per- 
suading thousands of people 
to chan ge th e hab its . of a 
lifetime. — 

Leaders of the North Kare- 
lia Project, launched in 1972 
in a rural province of eastern 
Finland, say deaths from 
heart disease have fallen by 
40 per cent and the scheme is 
being emulated in several 
countries. 

The project seeks to edu- 
cate the area's 180,000 peo- 
ple about the dangers that 
can lead to heart problems — 
an unbalanced diet . smoking 
and high blood pressure. 

“When we started... nor- 
mal Finnish men didn't eat 
vegetables. They said that 
was for rabbits, ” said project 
director Professor Pekka Pus - 
ka of the National Public 
Health Institute. Instead, the 
staples included sausages and 
lots of bread and butter. 

There was no miracle cure . 
no wonder drug. The project 
mounted constant campaigns 
in schools and worked dosely 


with voluntary organisations 
and local employers, includ- 
ing the crucial food industry. 

By 1987, mortality among 
middle-aged men bad fallen 
more than 30 per cent and 
among women, who bad few- 
er attacks, by 40 per cent 
_ The project, was bom of a 
local initiative when the peo- 
ple of North Karelia peti- 
tioned the authorities to do 
something about the alarm- 
ing levels of heart disease. 

“By the beginning of the 
1970s... it was said Finland 
was the blackest spot on the 
world heart disease map.” 
Puska said. 

In North Karelia, Finland's 
poorest province, the picture 
was darker still. Half of the 
1.000 heart attacks a year 
were fatal, a rate 50 per cent 
higher than the Finnish aver- 


“ Everyboday bad close re- 
latives who bad the disease or 
bad died. They thought it was 
normal but when they saw 
the statistics, they realised 
something was wrong, ” Pus- 
ka said. 

North Karelia, bordering 
the Soviet Union, is an im- 
portant dairy farming area. 
Puska said this leads to high 


levels of dairy fat in the local 
diet and of cholesterol in the 
blood. 

Among middle-aged men 
when the project started, the 
average cholesterol level was 
7.09 millions per litre of 
blood. 

It has fallen to arpund six 
but ought to be under five, 
said Vesa Korpelainen, man- 
ager of the project's Geld 
office in Joensuu. 

The number of smokers 
fell from 52 per cent of the 
population in 1972 to 36 per 
cent in 1987. 

Intensive campaigns on the 
diet front were launched with 
the 350 local branches of 
Martta, a National Organisa- 
tion for Homemakers which 
runs cookery c/asses. 

After initial resistance, the 
food industry has also been 
willing to cooperate. “ They 
see that health is a big factor 
in competition, ” said Puska. 

At tiie Meira Bakery in 
Joensuu, manager Matti Jar-* 
vinen said the change in local 
tastes was dear. Demand for 
oatmeal bread has risen while 
sales of “Voitaikina,” a 
butter-based pastry used to 
make traditional Christmas 
biscuits, have slumped. 


The bakery was one of 22 
work sides visited regularly 
by project staff who- tried to 
persuade employees to quit 
smoking, watch their (Gets 
and take up exercise. 

Puska said the post .of the 
l&oject ‘ has been modest :as 
rhSst of the work is ijanepy 
the community itself : 

The project has always in- 
tended to be a model for 
national action. After a slow 
beginning, the fall in heart 
disease deaths throughout 
the country is now the same 
as in North Karelia. 

“It is fair to say North 
Karelia has contributed a 
lot," Puska said. 

The project now lays spe- 
cial emphasis on cutting the 
region's stubbornly high 
cholesterol levels. 

Heart disease continues to 
account for every second 
death in the industrialised 
world and so the success of 
the North Karelian Project 
has attracted a stream of 
foreign health officials and 
politicians. 

Puska said similar 
community-intervention 
programmes have been laun- 
ched in other parts of Europe 
and the United States. 
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The latest medical discoveries in France 


By Jean Cbabrier 

'Liver Transplants 

FIRST of all, it should be 
pointed out that when people 
complain of their liver (and, 
in France, they are legion), 
the liver is hardly ever to 
blame and. in 95 per cent of 
' cases, the problem lies with 
the gall bladder. Indeed, the 
. fiver is an “oversized” organ 
. and at least 40 per cent of the 
liver cells have to diseased for 
. the Gist clinical and biologic- 
al disturbances to appear. 

Nevetheless. the liver does 
have fearful enemies. These 
* are primitive cancer, cirrhosis 
very often caused by alcohol 
and the lesion of viral hepati- 
tis. The only chance of sur- 
vival is by transpianf surgery 
■ which is sometimes per- 
formed in emergency (for 
sudden hepatitis or mal- 
formation in children). 

France is the forefront for 
this from of surgery. She is 
the leader in Europe, particu- 
larly the Paul Brousse Centre 
in ViHejuif, near Paris , which 
recently carried out its 5(Xkh 
transplant. The nuzoher of 


operations has been steadily 
increasing with 130 cases in 
1988 and 150 in 1989. The 
patients, who bad been prac- 
tically doomed, regain a good 
quality of life and most often 
take up tbeir professional and 
other activities normally. 90 
per cent survive more than a 
year and 80 per cent more 
than three years , with this 
latter figure remaining at a 
steady level so long as im- 
munosuppressants are taken 
daily. 

The surgical and medical 
technique has now been per- 
fectly developed, with the 
only difficulty lying, as al- 
ways with transplants, with 
donors. Patients usually have 
to wait from two to six 
months. 

Mental Illness 

The way our brain works still 
holds a lot of mystery. After 
the “psychosocial” concep- 
tion of mental illness, preva- 
lent until the 70s, the idle of 
ncurotransmitters has 
appeared with aB its com- 
plexity. These chemical sub- 


as numbering more than 
1^500. act in mfinit**x rmat 
amounts on a particular 
group of brain cells and con- 
trol our reactions, behaviour 
and impulses, exactly like 
hormones, enzymes and vita- 
mins do in their own areas. 

Through the insufficiency 
or excess of their production, 
neurotransmitters play an 
essentia/ part in the Origin of 
mental illness, which it 
should be possible to cure 
(and not just to palliate as 
now), when the large amount 
of research being carried out 
at present aB over the world, 
will have attained a better 
understanding of their make- 
up and effects, and also their 
interaction. 

Genetics is involved. For a 
long time now, it has been 
known that mental 
could be hereditary and that 
tiie possibility of transmitting 
it cannot be ruled out. In 
1987, from a study c ar r ie d 
our in the United States in 
tile Amish c omm unity which 
is greatly affected by manic- 
depressive psychosis , it 


appeared that a factor of 
vulnerability could be found 
in the area sumomKfiog the 
tyrosine hydroxylase gene in 


some 11. 

In spite of its interest, this 
hypothesis, which could not 
be checked, was abandoned. 
A French team of researchers 
(J. Mallet at the CNRS and 
M. Leboyer at INSERM 155) 
recently published the results 
of a study demonstrating the 
polymorphism of the tyrosine 
gene, in 150 patients of this 
kind. Moreover, tins gene. 
which was chosen from 
among many other possibili- 
ties, is involved in the synth- 
esis of catecholamines 
(neoro-transmitting subst- 
ances), which are, them- 
selves. recognised as being 
responsible for states of de- 
press ion. This fruitful direc- 
tion in res e arch is being pur- 
sued with work oh schi- 
zophrenia, autism and panic 


forefront of research in this 
disease with its multiple con- 
sequences. The hypothesis of 
the auto-immune origin of 
the disease and early detec- 
tion by the HLA coding sys- 
tem have been the gr ea t e st 
achievements of the last few 


suits from complex interac- 
tion between these two anti- 
no adds as well as the auto- 


( that is to say the self-des- 


ing cells in the pancreas). It is 
thus possible to 


Dlabete* 

France has always been in the 


genetics has started to investi- 
gate the problem. A team of 
researchers from INSERM 
(V. Lepage and I. Khalil, 
under the leadership of Pro- 
fessor Degas at Saint-Louis 
Hospital in Paris) has studied 
a group of 50 diabetics with a 
control group of 75. 

In 1988. a group of Amer- 
ican scientists had noted the 
frequent absence of an amino- 
add. aspartate , in the gene 
sequence responsible . The 
French team completed the 
puzzle and located the sequ- 
ence of the gene responsible 
by coding another amino 
add, arginine in another part 
of the DQ molecule, using 
the molecular probe method. 

The work of the Saint- 
Louis team confirms that the 
development of tiiahetes re- 



ing to what the child has 
inherited from his parents. 
There is a great rxst if our 
four types of DQ molecules 
present the anomaly, and a 
lower risk, when it is only 
three of them, etc., and none 
if it is absent. 

In the long term, this work 
win had to the possibility of 
assessing the risk for a child 
to be born and of prevention 
by treatment with immuno- 
suppressants (of the Cyclos- 
porine kind). Scientists akm 
envisage the creation of “de- 
coys”, able to prevent the 
(viral or other) antigens, 
which initiate the auto-des- 
tructive reaction of the 
secreting cells of the pan- 
creas, torn feting onto the 
DQ molecule — L * Aetaahte 
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Coup attempts are old news in Argentina 


By John Rdcbertz 

Reuter 

BUENOS AIRES — A small 
group of rebel officers cook up 
arras on Monday in the fourth 
military revolt since 1987. 
attempting once again to force 
Argentina's budding democracy 
to give them control of the army. 

But President Carlos Menera's 
government, stung by the revolt 
two days before a visit by U.S. 
President George Bush, ordered 
rapid action ro crush the revolt, 
imposing a state of siege. 

Vice President Eduardo Duha- 
■ die said Menem 's government “is 
determined once and for all to 
bring an end to all these shameful 
incidents that harm the national 
and international image of the 


nation.'* 

The first indications were that 
Menem had won dear-cut sup- 
port for loyal troops to put down 
the uprising, something that for- 
mer President Raul Alfonsin nev- 
er achieved in the three previous 
military revolts. 

Unlike the other three, almost 
Woodless, uprisings when neither 
side showed modi inclination to 
fire upon brothers in arms, Mon- 
day's rebellion involved violent 
fighting in which at least three 
loyalist officers died, six were 
wounded and the rebels suffered 
a number of casualties. 

But the surprise uprising was a 
blow to Menem's attempts to 
convince the United States that 
Argentina could be a reliable 
partner in hemisphere affairs. 


“This does damage to Argenti- 
na, it damages the lives of Argen- 
tines and it does damage to the 
positive course that the govern- 
ment has tried to take." Presiden- 
tial spokesman Humberto Toledo 
said. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Since taking office in July of 
1989, Menem has taken decisive 
steps to improve ties with the 
United States and other indus- 
trialised nations. Menem sent two 
military ships to join the blockade 
against Iraq and imposed a harsh 
economic programme to bring a 
halt to Argentina's chronic infla- 
tion. 


The revolts against Alfonsin in 
April 1987. January 1988 and 
December 1988 all ended without 
serious fighting between rebel 
and loyal troops, who failed to 
cany out presidential orders to 
put down the rebellions. 

But on Monday heavy artillery 
from loyal troops pounded the 
first infantry garrison in a north- 
ern suburb of Buenos Aires, a 
rebel stronghold where three 
loyalist officers died earlier in the 
day. Shortly after the first artil- 
lery fire, 32 rebels surrendered, 
witnesses said. 

Officials also said rebels who 
had occupied coast guard instafia- 
dors m the port of Buenos Aires 
surrendered to government 
troops. 

Around SO rebels held out at 


the army headquarters, a short 
distance from the Casa Rosa da 
(pink house) presidential offices 
in downtown Buenos Aires. Press 
reports said rebels also were at the 
command of a dozen tanks, wtuch 
had slipped away from a military 
unit in the northern province of 
Entre Rios. 

Menem, a Peronist. shortly af- 
ter taking office pardoned appro- 
ximately 200 of the officers who 
had participated in the three re- 
volts against Alfonsin ‘s govern- 
ment. 

The president also pledged to 
pardon members of military jun- 
tas that ruled Argentina from 
1976-1983. Menem has said he 
would release the military lead- 
ers, who are serving prison terms 
for violations of human rights. 


this month. 

Menem said the pardons were 

designed to bring peace to the 

country. 

* 

A rebel spokesman, talking 
with radio journalists early on 
Monday, said the current uprising 
W3S not an attempt to topple 
Menem's government. They said 
the rebel forces recognised 
Menem as commander in chief of 
the armed forces. 

But the spokesman said the 
rebels were demanding that re- 
tired Colonel Mohamed Alt 
Seineldin be made army com- 
mander. Seineldin, the leader of 
a revolt in December 1988, is 
serving a 60-day period of deten- 
tion for issuing a warning in 
October regarding unrest in the 
armed forces. 


Bush 


officials from Iraq, the PLO, 
Jordan and Yemen to 
Bush’s proposal to send Secretary 
of State James Baker to Baghdad 
■and to invite Aziz to Washington. 
Radio France Internationale said. 

“The Baghdad meeting was to 
study the c urre nt situation, as 
well as to fix a date for the 
Iraqi- American meeting, which 
was fixed for Dec. 17,” Abed 
Rabbo said in a telephone inter- 
view from Tunis. 

He gave no other tfetaik about 
the meeting or how the date was 
• determined. 

In W ashingt on, Bin Harlow, a 
White House spokesman, said no 
daze has been set for the meeting 
until Aziz. Bnsh said it would 
take place the week of Dec. 10, 
and that Baker would visit Iraq 
before Jan. IS. 

Sky News, the British satellite 
television channel, reported late 
Tuesday that Iraq would be will- 
ing to withdraw from Kuwait in 
exchange for a guarantee of no 
Western attack and retention of 
the Kuwait part of the Rumeila 
oil fields. 

“It’s sort of plausible that they 
might want to present something 
like this (but) we're not aware of 
these elements as a package,” a 
State Department official told 
Reuters, referring to the report 
which pushed stock prices higher 
in late trading. 


delegation 


(Continued from page 1) 


was undemocratic regardless of 
the line the visitors repre- 
sented. 

During Wednesday’s press 
conference, at the Plaza Hotel, 
a short interesting exchange 
took place between the 
Kuwaiti delegation awrf an Ira- 
qi journalist which the 
Kuwaitis described as the first 
“Iraqi-Knwaiti dialogue" since 
the beginning of the crisis. 

Rab'i almost interrupted the 
proceedings to welcome the 
correspondent of the official 
Iraqi News Agency (INA). 

“Your presence here is an 
indication that you recognise 
us as Kuwaiti people," said 
Rab'i. 

“I am here because it is my 
right as a journalist and it does 
not mean that I recognise 
you,” the journalist retorted. 

“Never mind, you are. wel- 
come here; this might prove to 
be the first Iraqi-Knwaiti dia- 
logue," Rab'i replied. 

The Iraqi remained quite 
and only interrupted once to 
defend his country. The 
Kuwaitis gave him the floor 
and listened to bis short re- 
mark. 

The journalist was angered 
by claims by Rab’i that Iraq 
squandered its money and re- 
sources in the 1980-1988 war 
with Iran. "It is not Kuwait's 
fault if Iraq squandered its 
money and resources in war 
with Iran,” Rab'i said. 

“It seems that you have for- 
gotten we were defending 
Kuwait,” the Iraqi journalist 
replied. 


sovereignty,” said Rabl^^n 
outspoken ' critic of the' esjxri 
regime. 

During its visit to Amman, 
the delegation was received by 
His Majesty King Hussein and 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. They also held 
public debates, at which they 
were constantly challenged to 
condemn the foreign military 
intervention in the Gulf. 

Many Jordanians who sup- 
port a withdrawal of Iraqi 
troops from Kuwait as part of a 
settlement which guarantees 
Iraqi security and economic 
c on cerns were disappointed by 
what they viewed as the 
Kuwaiti o pp o si tion's inability 
to disassociate itself from the 
pro-American policies of the 
emiri regime. 

Some political groups even 
boycotted the delegation for its 
failure to explicitly condemn 
the foreign military interven- 
tion. 

The boycott, however, was 
criticised by many political 
activists — fro m the left and 
the right — who argued that it 


Kuwait against attack 

■ 

A member of the Kuwaiti 
delegation later said that the 
team had been promoting 
proposals which involve Arab 
pressures on Iraq to withdraw 
from Kuwait and similar simul- 
taneous pressure to seek inter- 
national guarantees that Iraq 
will not be attacked during or 
after a pullout from the emi- 
rate. 

Mubarak Douwailah. an 

■ 

Islamist member of the 
Kuwaiti opposition, told the 
Jordan Tunes that the toppled 
Kuwaiti eutir did not oppose 
such an arrangement. 

“We have discussed the 
proposals with him and he (fid 
not express any objections,” 
be said after Wednesday’s 
press conference. 

Earlier in the press confer- 
ence Douwailah implied that 
the Kuwaiti team was promot- 
ing a Kuwaiti peace plan. 

“We have been presenting 
(Arab leaders) with a modest 
formula for a settlement (of 
the Gulf crisis),' 1 Douwailah 
said. 


LETTERS 

Has King Hussein been right ail along 


IT is four months since the Gulf crisis had erupted. For four 
months, the world has witnessed an amazing development of 
events that has brought the prospect oF a devastating war in tee 
Middle East closer than ever. During the past four months, the 
voices of reason have been submerged by the loud cries of 
warmongering emanating predominantly from the West. One 
voice that has not ceased to call for reason and peace, refusing to 
be submerged by the calls to war, is that of His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

Long before the (President Francois) Mitterrand proposals 
were declared at the United Nations, and Ted Heath's humanita- 
rian mission to Baghdad, King Hussein was calling for a peaceful 
solution to the crisis, within an Arab framework. The Jordanian 
postion has been intentionally ignored by the Western media to 
the detriment of peaceful options. 

King Hussein's position can best be understood in terms of 
Jordan's central role in the Arab- Israeli conflict. Since 1967, King 
Hussein has been continuously seeking a just, comprehensive, and 
basting solution to the Palestine question, the central issue of the 
Middle East problem. This sought after solution would be based 
! on the implementation of the relevant U.N. resolutions, most 
notably. U.N. Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338. 

King Hussein has repeatedly warned, over tee course of the 
past 23 years, that the continuing absence of such a solution win 
be eventually detrimental to the future of the region. As any 
observer can determine now, the King's predictions have proven 
ro the true. The King understands the deep sense of injustice felt 
by all Arabs, vis-a-vis the Western responsibility in godfathering 
the state of Israel, and their lack of commitment in pressuring 
Israel into a compromise, peaceful, formula. In spite of this, and 
other intense pressures over the years, Jordan has main tamed a 
moderating Arab role, that emphasises Arab friendliness of the 
West, if the latter responds, even slightly, .in a positive tone to 
Arab long-standing demands. Unfortunately, Jordanian voices of 
moderation and reason have always been met with intransigent 
Israeli attitudes. 

Years of experience have taught King Hussein that Arab 
solidarity is the most important element in preserving the Arab 
Nation, and protecting its interests. This was the most important 
factor that led King Hussein to extend bis unequivocal support to 
‘Iraq, in its long war with Iran, since' 19801 The Arab interest 


dictated Jordan's total support for Iraq, and tee King readily 
obliged. 

In this latest crisis. Jordan's position is very clear. The 
government has condemned tee invasion o: Kuwait, in total 
consistency with Jordan's firm resolutions calling for sanctions in 
consistency with Jordan's tireless calls for upholding all U.N. 
resolutions. 

Even before the invasion took place. King Hussein's efforts 
aimed at reaching a peaceful solution to tee Iraq-Kuwair dispute, 
in purely Arab context. These balanced efforts were torpedoed by 
the arrival of tee Western troops in tee region, and by the rash 
behaviour of other Arab leaders, who left no room for the King to 
manoeuvre. The Western economic interest overrode all other 
conskterariottS in Washington and other Western capitals, dealing 
a serious blow to Arab peaceful moves. 

It is with such a background, that Amman has bitterly 
denounced the presence cf foreign troops in tee Arabian 
Peninsula. With the continuing absence of justice for Palestine 
and the Palestinians, the presence of Western military power on 
Arab soil can only fuel radical sentiments in the Arab World 
endangering the existing Arab political order, which will deal a 
death blow to Western interests in tne area in the long term. 

King Hussein is the only leader a; the present rime, who can 
s ucc essfully mediate a peaceful end to a highly explosive and 
dangerous situation. He is tee only leader who has argued 
sensibly for an Arab solution :a tee problem, tear would 
safeguard lives in tee area. Indeed. I us efforts provide tee sole 
means to protea tee long term Western interests in the region. 
Western decision -makers would be wiser to listen to him rather 
than follow the advice of those calling for war and destruction. It 
is not yet too late to heed tee advice given by one of the most 
experienced statesmen in tee world today, and certainly the most 
familiar with the complex terrain of Arab politics and disputes. 

If the international consensus is calling for a peaceful solution, 
and one certainly hopes teat it is, teen perhaps credit should be 
given to a leader who prescribed such a solution, (and who still 
has a way to forge one), since Aug. 2. 1990. 

„ ' . . Mrs. Lyl Harding 

London 


Baker 

(Continued from page 1) 


proposal that Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz come to 
Washington next week and that 
Baker go to Baghdad was the 
last, best chance for a peaceful 
solution. 

He said he would not negotiate 
about complete, immediate and 
unconditional Iraqi withdrawal 
from Kuwait, nor would he begin 
negotiating on other Middle East 
disputes such as the Palestinian 
question or Lebanon. 

“My mission to Baghdad will 
be an attempt to explain to Sad- 
dam the choices he faces: Comply 
with the objectives of the Security 
Council or risk disaster for Iraq," 
he said. 

William Webster, director of 
the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA), testified before another 
congressional panel that there 
was no assurance the U.N. 


embargo against Iraq would force 
it to withdraw from Kuwait. 

French Foreign Minister Ro- 
land Dumas said Wednesday the 
five members of tee United Na- 
tions Security Council will meet 
in Europe in tee next few days to 
discuss peace efforts in the Gulf. 

Dumas told parliament: “My 
colleagues, permanent members 
of the Security Council, will be 
meeting in Europe in the next few 
days, I hope, to continue debat- 
ing the chances of negotiations 
with the Iraqi government.” 

The French minister repeated 
Paris was willing to discuss broad- 
er Middle East problems with 
Iraq provided Baghdad complied 
with U.N. resolutions and with- 
drew from Kuwait and release 
foreigners. 

Dumas said at the weekend he 
did not exclude travelling to 


Baghdad, but would not go be- 
fore Baker's expected meeting 
with Iraqi leaders between mid- 
December and mid- January. 

In other developments: 

— The French army is con- 
sidering reinforcing its highly 
mobile but lightly-armed contin- 
gent in Saudi Arabia to give it a 
better offensive capacity, military 
sources said Wednesday. 

— A new wave of American 
troops that will give multinational 
forces what Bush calls offensive 
capabilities against Iraq began 
arriving in Saudi Arabia Wednes- 
day. 

— Iraq Wednesday began pro- 
cessing exit permits for Soviet 
citizens after the ruling Revolu- 
tionary Command Council de- 
creed teat alf 3,232 experts still 
stranded in the country may leave 
if they wish. 

A Soviet diplomat said more 
than 200 exit visas were issued 
before the interior ministry 
closed for the day. 


country and said 
flKly to include speeja 
flights, were under way 
" Canberra’s Ambas 
Baghdad Peter Lloyd s 
has agreed to free seven 
Uans and they are exp< 
leave for home in the r 
days. 


. A 5 7-year-oId Briton held 
by Iraq at a strategic site has died 
m captivity, apparently from a 
bean anack, a British embassy 
official said. J 


A Foreign Office spokesman in 
London identified tee dead man 
as Donald Major. The embassy 
official said Major died Tuesday 
at the undisclosed strategic site 
where be was being held. 

An unidentified colleague 
freed by Iraq informed the British 
embassy in Baghdad of Major's 
death and said be apparently died 
of a heart attack. 


Americashould 
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listen and hear 
to avoid racism 

By Tom Charles 

1 was excited to watch an old Jordanian high school friend of mine 
being interviewed recently by Harry Smite of CBS oo This Morning 
from Amman, Jordan. My friend was introduced as “a leading J 
.Jordanian journalist” about tee tremendous economic and 
political pressures bearing on Jordan as a result of tee recent 
Middle East situation. 

I found myself agreeing with most of his comments, just as 
years ago I came to accept his arguments for an independent 
Palestinian state. We had become friends back in the early 1960's 
while attending the International School in Geneva, Switzerland; 
my dad had been transfered there from tee United States by the 
Dupont Company while his father worked at tee United Nations. 

But 1 once again was struck by the thought that my response to 
my Arab friend's appearance would not be the same as that of , 
many other people here in tee United States, especially in recent 
days. I was reacting to an old friend whom I best remembered as a ; 
terrific baseball player, a big fan of Bob Dylan, and a college 
student who became president of his university fraternity. 

Other reactions that Friday morning to his televised comments, 
however. I'm sure ranged from thoughtful curiosity to anger and 
rejection. 

I am most concerned about why we in America seem in some 
circumstances to be so resistant to other opinions, cultures, and 
nationalities. Why do ethnic jokes still find eager ears? Why have 
World Cup soccer and Tour De France cycling endured litzle 
public enthusiasm and taunts from the all-sports radio talk shows? 
Why have Arab- Americans begun to receive threats here in tee 
United Stares as tee Iraqi aggression has continued? Why are tee 
Jordanian and Palestinian situations now relatively ignored in the 
news updates out of the Middle East? Perhaps most importantly, 
why do we always seem to need to generalise tec villains in the 
world? As Jawad George, executive director of the National 
Association of Arab Americans, has observed, “Arabs are 
replacing the Soviet Union as tee enemy.” 

Why do we, and others, often act tins way? In the extreme, of 
course, it reflects an unyielding racist, sexist, or nationalistic j 
perspective. In more benign and malleable forms, it might 
indicate a sense of vulnerability. As Cynthia Jarvis, Associate 
Pastor of Nassau Presbyterian Church in Princeton, New Jersey, 
put it recently, “most of our lives we listen only in so far as we can 
hear what maintains the order of our days, what confirms the 
judgements already made, what verifies tee facts as we perceive 
teem. Listening, really listening requires a certain vulnerability, a 
vulnerability most of the time we are not willing to risk." 

What can we together do to risk this vulnerability and to 
improve our perception of the world and its response to us? 

Most generally, we can better distinguish between governments 
and their people. Student-cultural exchange programmes have 
been the traditional vehicle for such personal relationships. An 
archetypical educational example is a students' United Nations 
where young people have tee chance to learn about and debate 
cunem international topics from different perspectives. This has 
been a long standing tradition at the International School of 
Geneva in which both my friend and I participated more than 
twenty years ago. 

Specifically, when the National Association of Arab Americans 
says that it “fully supports the independence and sovereignty of 
Kuwait (and that it) will -hack whatever multinational efforts are 
necessary to achieve an end to the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait, "all 
Americans should listen to and hear that message and not target 
“look-alikes” with our frustrations over tee aggression of the 
Iraqi government. Similarly, when Palestinians appeal for recog- 
nition of their homeland, we should hear their call and apply our 
democratic principles to all such deserving situations and not just 
to those, suite as Kuwait, which serve our broader international 
political goals. 

With the increasing globalisation of our economic and political 
environment, we need more than ever to understand and accept 
the different opinions, cultures, and nationalities in this world. 
The alternative “ugly American" image is too easily manipulated 
and communicated with today’s media capabilities. 

As an example, would not our current political position in tee 
Middle East be on even firmer ground, especially among tee Arab 
populations, if there were today an independent Palestinian state; 
if that were the case, Saddam Hussein would lose one of his major 
rallying cries to the Arab community. 

My Jordanian friend and I do not agree on everything but we 
have learned a great deal from knowing each other. I know we've 
both learned through our shared experiences to try to respect and 
appreciate human diversity rather than to be fearful or disdainful 
of it. In turn, America's ability “to listen and to hear" may 
become every bit as important as our financial and technical 
expertise in today’s evolving world landscape. 

A resident of Belle Mead, New Jersey, Mr. Charles lived in 
Geneva, Switzerland, from 1961 to 1966. He contributed the 
above article to the Jordan ' Times. 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMQ, AIR FREIGHT 
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DOOR SERVICES AND 
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AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

604696 
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£hfn«e Restaurant 
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1st Gate, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahfyyah Girts School 


Open daily 12:00-3: 30 
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CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaquefor 

Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialties 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
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6:30 - Midnight 
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] Hour Scrvich 
Develop your odour film at 
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Bank. Phone: 604042 
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Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12^30-3*30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Toward! 3 rd circle 
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TeL659579 659520 



* Many villas and apartments} 
are available for rent andf 
sale - furnished or un fur-1 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are) 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
calf 
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RENT 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 


CALL SOHA 

Rental Dept 687821/22 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room~! 


IIAItUTEL 

drills 


Amman - Tel. 668193 

P O Box 9403 - Fax 602434 

Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 

'Italian shoas.leether goods, 
perfumes, lighters.watehesj 
pens, silverware, porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmeisanl • Grindlays Bank BlJg. 
Tel. 669 457 
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Kasparov wins 1 6th game 


Karpov down but not out 


LYON, France fR) — World 
Chess Champion Garry Kasparov 
crippled Anatoly Karpov's hopes 
of regaining the title with a tor- 
tuous 102-move win, — but few 
are willing to count the gritty 
challenger out. 

Former World Champion Boris 
Spassky called Karpov “the mor- 
al victor" in the marathon 12- 
hour battle, the longest ever be- 
tween the two greatest rivals in 
the history of the game. 

The win broke an eight-game 
string of draws and only puts 
ZLssparov two points up over the 
126 championship games the two 
men have contested. 

Spassky has characterised the 
match as a battle to exhaustion 

and explained that Karpov’s grim 
defence — which staved off immi- 
nent defeat for three days — 
oould actually inspire the challen- 
ger. 

“A championship match takes 
tremendous nervous energy 
which cannot be replaced, and 
these two have played enough 
games against each other for 20 
years." Spassky told Reuters. 

“I was surprised bow resource- 
ful Karpov is. in an extremely bad 
position how be almost survived 
— it is some sort of miracle,” 
Spassky said. 

Kasparov's win put him one 
point ahead — 8!>4 to TVi — with 
only eight games left in their fifth 
consecutive title duel. 

This match, which began off- 


Broadway in New York before 
transferring to Lyon, has been 
the closest yet. with only one win 
apiece before Kasparov's 
marathon breakthrough. 

Karpov's task is further compli- 
cated by a rule which leaves the 
title in the champion's hands in 
case of a 12-12 tie. 

Chess experts have learned the 
wisdom of watting and watching 
Karpov when he is supposed to 
be finished 

“I am afraid to say anything 
because the match has been so 
strange, it keeps swinging back 
and forth.” U.S. grandmaster 
Anatoly Lein told Reuters. 

Karpov's legendary detcrzmna- 
don, coupled with Kasparov’s 
nervous excitability and tendency 
to grow overconfident, have com- 
bined for memorable finishes in 
the past 

Karpov’s most dramatic com- 
eback came in London-Leningrad 
in 1986 when he earsed an 
apparently insurmountable three- 
point lead with three straight 
wins. 

Nothing like this had ever hap- 
pened to Kasparov, before or 
since. 

In Seville 1987 Karpov tied the 
24-game series with a surprise win 
at the 16th game and actually 
went ahead in the penultimate 
round. 

Kasparov, who admits to lov- 
ing “life on the edge” needed a 
dramatic all-or-nothing win in the 


final game to earn another three 
years as champion. 

Since ending Karpov’s decade 
long reign in 1985 Kasp ar ov has 
always, so far, managed to thw a rt 
the challenge. 

After the 16th games, the play- 
ers chatted together, a further 
sign that their famed mutual anta- 
gonism might be melting and 
respect for each other’s game 
growing. 

Kasparov finally penetrated 
Karpov’s seemingly airtight de- 
fence. pinning down his kmg with 
encircling manoeaven. but only 
after taking one of his two re- 
maining time-out options to post- 
pone play and give himself au 
extra day’s thinking time. 

Experts dismissed the rumour 
that Kasparov had consulted spe- 
cialist chess computers. 

“This is the kind of position a 
human can handle easily.” 
French international master Mar- 
shad Sharif told Reuters. 

English grandmaster William 
Waston agreed: “It doesn't take a 
deep thought (take world's 
strong e st mainframe chess play- 
ing co mput er), to handle this 
pos i tion.” 

The illusion of Karpov’s im- 
penetrable defence was s ha tt ere d 
once the winning plan was hit 
upon but many observers st£B 
refuse to write him off. 

“He will fight bade — he still 
has a chance.” Soviet chess spe- 
cialist Alexander Roshal told 
Reuters. 


Napoli sues Maradona for damages 


NAPLES, Italy (Agencies) — 
The Napoli Soccer Club has sued, 
its .Argentine star Diego Marado- 
na for damage to its reputation 
caused by The 'inker’s off-field 
ccLcns. inducting refusal to play 
m crucial cup games, ocmrt offi- 
cials raid Tuesday. 

TiiC at the local civil court, 
initialed by Napoli’s lawyer 
Roberta Momemurro. will com- 
plicate the already difficult rela- 
tions between the 30-year-old 
player and his Italian dub. 

Meanwhile, a Naples judge 
dropped another case against the 
Argentine player. The judge, 
Angelo Spirito, had been review- 
ing whether Maradona had any 
ties to the local mafia, the 
Camorre. 

Police had produced dozens of 
photos showing the soccer player 
with alleged Cantona members. 


Spirito also examined claims that 
Maradona bad received threats 
when the scandal broke in 1989. 

Spirito said he agreed with the 
conclusion of a state’s attorney 
that “the state has no concrete 
elements to suggest possible 


Maradona, who signed with 
Napoli through 1993, said last 
week he wanted to break his 
contract and return home at the 
end of the current season. He 
said while he still enjoyed play- 
ing, he could not withstand the 
constant off-field attention. 

In the suit Napoli claimed that 
Maradona’s recent discipline 
problems have hurt the dub's 
image. The Neapolitan dub is 
seeking compensation from Di- 
arma Establishment, a 
Liechtenstein-based company 


which handles Maradona’s com- 
mercial co ntra cts and earnings. 

Maradona, one of the highest 
paid players m the world, maxes 
about $2 million a year from his 
contract with Napcb and at ieast 
three times that from pers ona l 
contracts wtih sponsors in Europe 
and Asia. 

The amount sought by Napoli 
in its suit was not immediately 
known. 

Maradona has angered dub 
officials by often leaving practice 
sessions and refusing to join the 
team for two cr ucial oip matches. 
The dub initially announced it 
would suspend Maradona after 
be said he would not accomp a ny 
the squad for the second-round. 


Cup game against Spartak Mos- 
cow in the Soviet Union. 


Italian soccer fields almost unusable 


MILAN (AP) — Two of Italy’s 
largest stadiums, modernised to 
host World Cup matches last sum- 
mer. have almost unplayable 
fields and officials say the danger- 
ous conditions may force the 
home teams to play their next 
European Cup matches else- 
where. 

The poor field conditions at 
Rome's Olympic Stadium and in 
Milan’s San Siro has brought calls 
for an investigation by politicians 
because public money was used 


for modernisation work. 

Faced with bitter protests by 
the local dobs, Milan City au- 


f ro m Milan. 

“You can play third division 
matches on the San Siro pitch, 
not major league, top quality 


re- sodding of San Siro. Work to 
replace the most damaged part of 
the pitch was made because both 
Milan teams will play away on 
Sunday. 

Arrigo Sacchi, the coach of 
European champion AC Milan, 
said his team may play its next 
champions cup quarterfinals in 
Bologna, about 200 kilometres 


Milan’s cross-town rival, Inter- 
nationale,. al so sa id it plans to 
play its next UEFA Cup matches 
elsewhere while some players of 
Roma and Lazio, the two Roman 
teams, suggested that the next 
league games be switched to the' 
Flaxmnio Stadium to allow re-, 
sodding of Olympic Stadium. 


Mutton’ Jeff 


WHAT CHA ^ 
DOIN’ THERE? 


CHAMPION** AT DU MONDE DS$ 

LYON 9© 








kes his more during the 
Lyon, France. 


Agassi 


sanctions 

from ITF 

■ 

LONDON (R) — American 
Andre Agassi srin faces sanctions 
fr om the Intern ational Tennis 
Federation (TTF) for puffing out 
of the Grand Slam Cup, an ITF 


Agassi originally signed to play 
in next week’s S6-million tourna- 
ment in Munich, then pulled out. 

Last week be reluctantly 
agreed to play again, fearing he 
woe id be barred from one or 
more of the Grand Slam competi- 
tions next year and might face a 
law suit. 

On Tuesday be withdrew again 
because of injury. 

ITF official Bill Babcock told 
Reuters the federation had re- 
ceived Agassi’s medical report 
and would now ask first reserve 
Brad Gilbert of the United States 
to take his place in the elite 
16-player tourname nt. 

But he said the ITF bad not 
dropped discussions on what 
penalties to impose on Agassi for 
his earlier conduct. 


age and wul be out of action for 
three to six weeks. 

Last Friday Agassi said be 
would reluctantly take part in the 
comp e titi on in Munich because of 
the threat of being barred from 
one or more of next year’s Grand 
Slam tournaments and possible 
law suits for reneging on his 


The cup, with a first prize of 52 
minion, will feature Grand Slam 
champions Ivan Lendl, Andres 
Gomez, Stefan Edberg and Pete 
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MERE. .YOUR LETTER 
CAME BACK MARKEC? 
^IKiSUFRaeKT APPRe55 fT 


‘‘INSUFFICIENT'?! 
LOOK UMAT 
I WROTE... 




1 SANTA CLAU5.. NORTH 

FOLE.. WHEREVER THAT IS.. 
ZIP COPE.. WHO KNOWS? 
PLEASE FORWARD WHY NOT?* 


MAYBE YOU 5H0ULP 
UNDERLINE Au. the 

UX5R0S ANP PUT IN 
SOME HYPHENS.. 



Seles faces Capriati in 
Madrid exhibition finals 


MADRID (AP) — Yugoslav 
Monica Seles made quick work of 
Mary Joe Fernandez Tuesday, 
beating the American 6-3, 6-2 
and earning the right to face 
Jennifer Capriati in the finals of 
an ex h ib i tion tennis tournament 
tn Madrid’s Sports Palace. 

Fernandez stayed even with 


On Wednesday, she was to 
play Capriati, who overpowered 


io 6-2, 6-3 in an earlier match. 

Capriati, the world’s 10th- 
ranked player, dominated no. 7 
Sanchez, breaking her twice in 
the first set and twice in the 



Aga Khan pulls out of U.K. 
horse racing over doping case 


LONDON (AP) — Claimin g in- 
adequate scientific 'procedures 
led to the recent drug-related 
disqualification of one of his fil- 
lies, the Aga Khan is puffing his 
90-bone stable out of Britain. 

The Aga Khan, one of the 
world's leading horse breeders, 
also presented five scientists at a 
news conference Tuesday, to back 
his daixo that disqualifica tion of 
1989 Fngfah Oaks winner Aliysa 


was i m p r oper. 

The Jockey Club, which over- 
sees British horse-racing,. last 
month disqualified Aliysa more 
than a year after a drug test 
pointed to use of the banned 
.substance Camphor. It was .the 
Em time the winner of an English- 
thoroughbred classic race had 
Seen stripped of victory because 
of doping. 
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FORECAST FOR FRIDAY DECEMBER 7, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Rjghler Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: have excellent suggestions for your 

Obstacles and delays are effecting financial success. Give a good 
you today and you probably have practical gift to your atta c hm ent 
the von are Mi n* amund in Cor more romaoce. 
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ber 211 Go along with family views 



TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Be 
sure to take household m em b er s 
along on social gatherings with 
friends. Invite eve i yooe pos si ble 


now how to realize more benefit s 
from yovr buses* inH 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Accept the invitation from a bigwig 


far a very b en eficial and 
time. Take your attachment 


Dec em be r 21) A group of interest- 
ing newco m ers can become your 
very good friends. Tba is a day of 
love and happiness with year dose 


• t k X* * 1 V . -#■ 


January 20) Join with those friends 
who like you at many social festivi- 


4 > y 


briSiai 

st ideas 


vu nx 
Join 

ye arc e 
forces i 


LEOz (July 22 to August 21) Make 
arrangements now to take an in- 
teresting trip with your attach- 
ment. Be very exact today in social 
appointments with your good 


and have a wonderful time. Your 
mate and you can get advice from 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Highly-placed persons will 


PISCES: (Fe b rua r y 20 to March 
20) A good day for extra spark and 
enthusiasm at home. Take your 
att a c hmen t where your mate most 
likes to be seen at for a good time. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HRtSCH 
TSD 7>dun» Uriit Sflftfcw. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*KQf7 7AJ93 ;W43 *KJ 

West North East South 

1 * Pass 2 * ? 

Wba: action do you take? 

Q*2 — East -West vulnerable, as 
South you hoW: 

♦ Void 7AKQ54 ?Jr» +J752 
The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 

19 DU Pass 2 r 

3 * 7 

Wha: 

action do you take? 

QJ — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4KQT7652 ?S 05 *X354 

As dealer, vim action do you take? 

Q-4 — As South, vulnerable, you 


hold: 

+ 1852 ?S :KS753 +9S74 

The bidding bis proceeded: 

West North East South 
1 + DM Rdbi 7 
What action do you take? 

Q-5— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

*6 -?AS4 CQ1Q95 +KQJ63 

Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one spade. Wiui 
action do you take? 

Q.6 As South, vulnerable, von 

— 

♦ Ail 776 0953 4 AJ872 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North Earn Smith West 
1 v X 4 7 

Wfcat do you bid now? 


FORECAST for THURSDAY DECEMBER C 1998 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Doable check whatever yon have 

tn mrtiH and main- SUIC that JTOU 

take into con sideration lO the fac- 
tors involved and that yon have a 
real awareness of exactly what 
your options are. 

ARSES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
yocng creative person will aid you 
greatly at your activities. Divide 
yoor time today more seosbiy 
tfetwnen business and social m- 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 


be used in jour advantage is year 
business. Dehre more deeply into 

your own special gifts so you can 


f GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Some difficulty at work now being 
m bade of yon, full speed ahead. A 
trip with a jovial friend now win 
relieve you of much tension. 


MOON CEDLDSB 
July 21) Make cure 
friends involved in 


(Jane 22 in 
□ do not get 


ruly now by 
with them. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Join 
your attractive friends now in quiet 
r e crea tion, entertainment. Follow 
yoor heart and not your bead in 
dealing with attachment. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You can use an unusual situa- 
tion at yoor activities to greatly 


advance yoor interest. Yoor home 
now should be tin centre for a 
gathering. 

i-iwPA - (September 23 to October 
22) Do everything possible now to 
get your home in the best possible 
condition. Take yoor mgte into die 
world of modern, interesting 

activity. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Ift alright to go on a trip 
with a friend but don’t «ke_ an 
.unpleasant friend. It is not the time 
to c omm it yourself to a new pro- 
ject- 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You are able to do 
something special now that will 
greatly delight a friend. You can be 
happy at home by ex p res sin g your 
own harmony. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
Januaiy 20) Now a pi o gi c ssiv c 
e xpe r t gives you the lowdowu for 
increasing your assets. Join forces 
with an enthusiastic associate for 
better results. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Take as many jaunts to . 
in t er esting places as poss ib le with 
good friends. Contact an under- 
standing companion who has ■ 
knowledge that you need. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Take your own dan with you to 
places of a musemen t and have a 
great time. A good day for yon and 
mate to do some outside activi t i es. 


THE BETTER HALE 




By Harris 


HARRIS 




“ft’s two against one — you're out- 
voted! We watch wrestling!!!" 


i A»i;UlC ' 


U n sc ram ble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


USEAT 



RYDYL 



PLUCUF 



LARULP 







vwoarj 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer the 



Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BRAVE LITHE MEADOW PURPLE 
A ns wer What the chronic procrastinator had— 


A "WATT PRO 


tic procrasti 
BLEM 


THE Daily Crossword 


t Lock horns 
6 Peddle 
10 Deeds 

14 Aqua — 

15 Sftncsky 

16 Rushing held 
IT Muscular 

weakness 
IS Swatting 
IS 3-number 
tottery winner 
20 Aisles 
22 Comfortable 

24 Out of sorts 

25 Brighter 

26 Spread 
3D Cartoonist 

SUvsrstsfn 

31 

32 


38 Arcbaeloglst's 
find 

39 Medley 

40 With difficulty 

42 Metsf sound 

43 Tiny pest 

44 Compel 

45 Aslan capital 

49 SaOor 

50 farad's tongue 

51 Allegories 

56 Got! club 

57 OPEC man 
9 Distributed 

60 Edges 

61 Shriek 

62 Bhutan's 
neighbor 

63 National 
problem 

64 a few 

65 More strange 


1 Rugged rock 

2 Smile Be 
Your_“ 

3 Literary 

conflict 

4 Croon 

5 Out of control 
9 Leather 

substitute 


mu ran aaaa 


ClflQOTrthun* iWb Smfcvi, Inc, 

AP Rights Tlmntd 

Yesterday's Puzzle Salved: 

9 ^ 


7 Conceits 

8 Drowse 

9 Visionaries 

10 Rayed flower ' 

11 Swindle 

12 Concise 

13 More logical 
21 100% 

23 Powder 
25 Lustrous 
2B Beehive eg. 

27 High time 

28 Dossier 

29 Addict 

30 Shore bird 
32 Lazy - 


nnrarin finnn nnrin 
nnnnra nnnn nnrin 
Rnnran nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnri nnn 

nnnnnn 

nnrann 

nnnunnn nnnnnnn 

nn SH2r, nflfir? nnnn 
__SS2 nn[1 nnnnnn 
nnnnnn nniran 

K52r^ nnnnn, rannnnn 
SHHS nrim* nrannn 
nnnri nnim nnnnra 
franrin nnnn nnnnn 


35 Vitality 
38 Bondage 
38 Fugitives 

41 Brute 47 

42 Gommuni- 4 S 

cation device 

44 Row eg 

45 Portion 51 

Spooky H 


Weapon 

Director 

Lubhsch 

Postpone 

Glove part 

Curve 


53 Shane's 
portrayer 

54 Nobeitet 
Wiese! 

55 Headliner 
58 Collector's 
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Gulf crisis costing Saudis 
much of new oil wealth 


LONDON (R) — Saudi Arabia 
has boosted crude oil output to an 
average 7.8 million barrels per 
day, but 40 per cent of the extra 
revenue will go towards keeping 
production high and helping to 
main tain the U.S.-led multina- 
tional force in the kingdom, 
according to the Saudi deputy 
finance minister. 

Abdul Aziz A1 Oraier told 
Reuters Saudi Arabia estimated 
it would be left with no more than 
$30 billion of revenue from oil in 
1990 after meeting exists arising 
from the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
in August. 

He said Saudi Arabia esti- 
mated it would have a budget 
deficit of S6 billion in 1990. 

The cost feeding the 500,000 
U.S. and other troops stationed 
in Saudi Arabia, and keeping 
them supplied with fuel would 
cost Saudi Arabia $10 billion in 
1990, Oraier said. 

The figure also covered help to 
countries affected by U.N. eco- 
nomic sanctions against Iraq and 
support for Kuwaiti refugees who 
fled their country after the inva- 
sion. 

Saudi Arabia was also com mil- 
ted to spend S4.7 billion this year 
alone towards the cost of increas- 
ing its production capacity from 
the pre- invasion level of 538 
million barrels per day, Oraier 
said. 

He expected the deficit to con- 
tinue into fiscal 1991. 

The prospect of talks between 
Washington and Baghdad and the 
possibility of an Iraqi withdrawal 
from Kuwait could cause a drop 
in the price of oil from current 
levels of around S30 a barrel and 
affect projections for the next 
budget. 

Saudi Arabia boosted oil out- 
put from its OPEC-assigned 
quota of 5.3S million barrels per 
day above seven million barrels 
to make up for a potential short- 
fall after Iraqi and Kuwaiti supply 
was boycotted. 

Even calculating a price at $20, 
Saudi Arabia would still face a 
deficit and will have to draw on 
its reserves and cut spending. 


Oraier said. 

“The windfall that is being 
talked about is more imagined 
than real,” he added, referring to 
analyses suggesting that the in- 
creased output was a windfall for 
Gulf producers. 

Economists bad predicted the 
kingdom’s revenues would in- 
crease by up to 60 percent to 190 
billion riyals (S50 billion) in 1990, 
assuming oil prices in a range of 
$20 ro S30. 

Saudi Arabia had set spending 
at 143 billion riyals (S38 billion) 
in 1990. 

Another Saudi official. Prince 
Abdullah Ben Faisal Ben Turki, 
told a London news conference it 
was costing Saudi Arabia be- 
tween S200 and S300 million a 
day to maintain the multinational 
force in the country. 

French mfegBes 
to Saudis 

French defence and electronics 
group Thomson CSF said Tues- 
day it has signed a $680 million 
contract with Saudi Arabia to 
supply Grotale anti-a ir cr af t mis- 
sile systems. 

It was believed to be the largest 
contract signed this year by any 
French arms company. 

The announcement confirmed 
a report that appeared Thursday 
in French daily Le Monde. At the 
time, Thomson said only that a 
deal was being negotiated. 

Thomson said in a statement 
the systems will be delivered as 
soon as possible. 

The Crotale system is a 
ground-to-air system mounted on 
a four-wheel-drive self-propelled 
vehicle that can be transported by 
military aircraft. It can be used in 
all weather and offers anti-air- 
craft protection of fixed installa- 
tions and mobile units. 

The most recent version of the 
system is designed to defeat the 
latest operational types of air 
threats, including Stealth technol- 
ogy, high speed attack, very low 
altitude flight and saturation 
attacks. It is in service with the 
French and Finnish armies. 

Saudi Arabia has already 


ordered Crotale systems from 
France in 1979 and 1984. 

French accounts 

The Gulf crisis will cost 
France's armed forces 1.27 billion 
francs ($253 million) in 1990. 
official figures released Tuesday 
showed. 

The figures appeared in De- 
fence Ministry cost estimates for 
the year's unexpected overseas 
military operations — totalling 
2.93 billion francs ($586 million) 
— currently awaiting parlia- 
ment's approval. 

The Defence Ministry is asking 
parliament to add an extra 1.67 
billion francs ($334 million) im- 
mediately to 1990s military 
budget of 230.77 billion francs 
($46.15 billion). The difference 
will be found elsewhere or voted 
into the 1991 budget. 

The Gulf operation, in which 
more than 6,000 French soldiers 
were sent to Saudi Arabia, was 
the largest unexpected operation 
of (he year, the defence docu- 
ments said. 

Others included French milit- 
ary intervention in the African 
states of Chad, Gabon, the Cen- 
tral African Republic and the 
Comoro Islands as well as in 
Lebanon. 

Benin’s costs 

Germany, prevented by its 
constitution from sending troops 
to the Gulf, is giving U.S. forces 
680 million marks (S450 million) 
of military support equipment for 
the build-up against Iraq, the 
Defence Ministry said. 

A ministry spokesman said 
some of the equipment was from 
the communist military of former 
East Germany, now being inte- 
grated into the united German 
army. 

It includes such items as trans- 
port vehicles, construction equip- 
ment, tents and portable 
showers. 

The equipment is part of a 3.3 
billion-mark (S2.2 billion) Gulf 
aid package Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl promised the United States 
in September. 


Greek 

workers 

strike 


ATHENS (R) — A proposed 
labour law aimed at curbing work 
stoppages sparked a general 
strike by about a million Greeks 
Wednesday. 

The stoppages, to last 43 hours, 
was called by the General Con* 
federation of Greek Workers 
(GSEE), which groups 7S unions 
with members throughout the pri- 
vate and public sectors. 

Work at banks and public 
offices was disrupted, as were 
public services including tele- 
phones, nail and water supplies. 

Buses and trains stopped, gar- 
bage piled up in central streets 
and electricity workers warned of 
power blackouts. 

GSEE Spokesman Rovertos 
Spyropoulos told Reuters. 1 . “The 
strike is going very well and (he 
percentage of participation is ab- 
out 90 per cent. 

No government figures were 
immediately available. 

Teachers, hospital doctors and 
workers at state-owned Olympic 
Airways were expected to join 
the strike Thursday. 

Similar action by the GSEE in 
September, against a social secur- 
ity bill, brought chaos to the 
country for three weeks. 

Under the draft labour law. 
employees could be fired for join- 
ing a strike declared illegal by a 
court, for stopping others from 
working, or for refusing to serve 
on skeleton staffs during a strike. 

The bill, written by the Con- 
servative government which came 
to power in April, was being sent 
to the conservative-controlled 
parliament for debate later 
Wednesday and was expected io 
be passed within a week. 

Political commentators said it 
aimed to discourage strikes 
against an austere 1991 budget 
presented last week. 

“The bill aims to keep workers 
from the only means they have ro 
fight for their rights and to turn 
unions into powerless groups. 
But the fundamental right to 
strike was won after years of 
struggle and no law can take it 
away,” GSEE President Lambros 
Kanellopoulos told reporters. 
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TOKYO — Stocks closed higher after hopes of a peaceful solution 
to the Gulf crisis overcame concern about the worsening state of 
the Japanese economy. The Nikkei Index dosed 331.111 up at 
22,193.72. 

SYDNEY — A late upswing in Tokyo pushed shares higher. The 
All Ordinaries ended 5.0 up at 1,322.0. 

HONG KONG — Stocks ended higher on active overseas buying 
and renewed hopes for peace in the Gulf. The Hang Seng Index 
rose 45.39 to close at 3,06633. 

FRANKFURT — German shares rose on optimism over the Gulf 
crisis. The Dax Index rose 24.62 to 1,470.96. 

PARIS — Renewed investor optimism pushed French shares 
higher at the dose, although the market faltered after U.S. 
threats of massive military action against Iraq. The CAC-40 index 
dosed 13.91 points higher at 1,660.44. 

ZURICH — Swiss shares closed up but off their highs as sentiment 
turned cautious in the afternoon. The Ail-Share SPI Index was up 
six points at 918.6, an increase of 0.66 pa. 

LONDON — Shares gained mondestly at t he d ose, helped by a 
steady performance on Wall Street. The FTSE dosed up 6.3 
points at 2,152.6. 

NEW YORK — Blue chips were firm, gaining continued support 
from weak oil prices and a strong financial sector. The Dow index 
rose four to 2,583. 
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Buy ScB 




U-S. doOar 

661.0 665.0 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

495.5 

498.5 

Pound Sterling 

1276.7 1284.4 

Dutch guilder 

391.1 

393.4 


441.0 443.6 

Swedish crown 

117.6 

116.3 

Swiss franc 

517— 520.3 

Italian lira (for 1001 

58.7 

59.! 

French franc 

130.4 131.2 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

213.0 

210 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.9370/80 

1.1625/35 

1.4930/40 

1.6860/70 

1.2745/50 

30.95/31.00 

5.0550/0600 

1123/1124 

134.00/10 

5.6100/50 

5.8490/8540 

5.6060/6110 

377.10/60 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 
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Iraq, Kuwait to attend 
oil ministers meeting 

Gulf crisis not on OAPEC agenda 


CAIRO iR) — Representa- 
tives from Iraq and Kuwait will 
attend an Arab oil ministers 
meeting in Cairo this week but 
the Gulf crisis is not expected 
to be on the agenda, officials 
said Wednesday. 

Iraq’s ambassador to Cairo, 
Nabil Nejim A1 Takriti, told 
Reuters he would represent his 
country at the 10-member 
Organisation of Arab Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OAPEC) ministerial meeting 
which opens Dec. S. 

“It wilt be a routine meet- 
ing,” the envoy said, adding 
that Baghdad did not plan to 
present any proposals concern- 
ing the Gulf crisis. 

OAPEC experts met in 
Cairo Wednesday to draw up 
the agenda which focuses on 
the organisation’s 1991 work 
plan and budget. The office of 
Egyptian Oil Minister Abdel 
Hadi Kan dee 1 said the Gulf 
crisis was not on the agenda. 

One expert said member 
states responded favourably to 
an Egyptian request to keep 
inter-Arab political disputes 
like the Gulf crisis off the 
agenda. 

“Members responded... ro 
the Egyptian request... to pre- 
pare the ground for a success- 
ful ministerial meeting on 


Saturday,’* said Egyptian dele- 
gate Abdullah Hussein. 

Egypt has bitterly opposed 
Iraq’s occupation of Kuwait 
and Kan dee! said any Iraqi 
attempt to block Kuwait's par- 
ticipation at the Cairo meeting 
would fail. 

Kandeel told Reuters in an 
interview in October there had 
been no requests to move 
O APEC’s headquarters from 
Iraqi-occupied Kuwait to 
another Arab capital, adding 
that Egypt did not wish to 
bring ii io Cairo. 

Gulf-based officials said last 
week some Gulf Arab mem- 
bers might propose a tempor- 
ary move to Cairo, where the 
Arab League is located. 

OAPEC has been virtually 
paralysed since the Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait. Its Secretary- 
Genera] Abdul Aziz AI Turki 
from Saudi Arabia has been 
operating out of Jeddah. 

Iraq had earlier asked for 
the OAPEC meeting to be 
held in Europe tn precede a 
conference of the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC) on Dec. 12 in 
Vienna. 

Kandeel said the other mem- 
bers turned down the request. 

OAPEC groups seven 


OPEC members — Saudi Ara- 
bia, the world’s biggest oil ex- 
porter, Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates, Libya, Alger- 
ia, Iraq and Kuwait — with 
small Arab producers Syria, 
Egypt and Bahrain, 

Unlike OPEC, the Arab 
group does not discuss oil 
prices and production policies 
of its member-states. It only 
promotes inter-Arab coopera- 
tion in energy fields. 

But its meetings have often 
provided an opportunity for 
major Arab oil producers to 
coordinate policies ahead of 
OPEC conferences. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein sacked his Oil Minister 
Issam Al Chalabi last October 
and appointed his son-in-law 
and Minister of Industry and 
Military Industrialisation 
Hussein Kamel Hassan as 
acting oil minister. 

Iraq has been unable to ex- 
port any oil since Aug. 6 when 
the United Nations slapped a 
trade ban against Baghdad to 
force it to quit Kuwait. 

The loss of more than four 
million barrels per day (b/d) 
from Iraq and Kuwait has been 
largely replaced by increased 
production from Saudi Arabia, 
'the UAE and Venezuela. 


World trade bargaining on hold 


By Sally Jacobsen 

The .\ssodated Press 

BRUSSELS, Belgium — Nego- 
tiations to revamp the world trad- 
ing system have been put on bold 
to increase pressure on the Euro- 
pean Community ro accept U.S.- 
backed demands for deep cuts in 
government payments to farmers. 

“The conference is in a very 
serious impasse," said Uru- 
guayan Foriegn Minister Hector 
Gros Espiell, who is presiding 
over the negotiations. 


No fonnal meetings were sche- 
duled for Wednesday, considered 
the critical day in the week-long 
bargaining of the 107-nation Uru- 
guay Round, the most far- 
reaching trade talks ever. 

Breakthroughs are needed, 
Gros Espiell said, by late 
Wednesday in a number of areas, 
especially argjculmre, “if this 
meeting is to end with a package 
of results truly meaningful for all 
participants.*’ 

Friday was the last scheduled 
day of talks. 

The Uruguay Round of nego- 


tiations, held under the auspices 
of the GATT trade agreement, 
kicked off in 1986 in the Uru- 
guayan resort of Punta del Este. 
The negotiations are designed to 
overhaul world trade in 15 areas, 
including agriculture, manufac- 
tured goods, textiles and services, 
such as telecommunications, 
transportation and banking. 

The European Community's 
refusal to go along with deep cuts 
in agriculture subsidies — as de- 
manded by the United States, 
■Argentina and other nations — 
has stalled the bargaining. 


U.S. Democrats 
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war tax 



WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Some top congressional 
Democrats say that if war 
breaks out in the Gulf, law- 
makers should consider an in- 
come tax surcharge to raise the 
tens of billions of dollars the 

The idea — similar to the 
surtax that helped finance the 
Vietnam war — drew a nega- 
tive response from one White 
House official and a mostly 

W 

sceptical reaction from several 
Republican congressional 
leaders Tuesday. 

Nonetheless, some Demo- 
crats say a war against Iraq 
would be so expensive that it 
would be a blow to the 
weakening economy if the gov- 
ernment was forced to borrow 
the money. 

“War is a very expensive 
proposition," said Senate 
Budget Committee Chairman 
James Sasser of Tennessee, 
wbo was among the firs: ro 
publicly discuss the idea. “If 
we go into a war, we have to 
find some way to pay for it, not 
to shove these costs onto fu- 
ture generations by borrow- 
ing.” 

The proposal has yet :o be 
embraced by House Speaker 
Thomas Foley or Senate 
majority leader George Mitch- 
ell. But for Democrats sceptic- 
al of attacking Iraq soon, call- 
ing for a surtax underscores 
the domestic price of going to 
war. 

Sasser said he envisions a 
surtax of about five per cent to 
10 per cent. 

During the height of U.S. 
involvement in South-east 
Asia, President Lyndon John- 
son persuaded Congress to 

approve a 10 per cent income 
tax surcharge to pay for the 
war. Taxpayers would calcu- 
late the amount of money they 
owed the government, and 


simply increase it by 10 per 
cent. 

The surtax was in effect 
from April 1968 through De- 
cember 1969. Because of it, 
fiscal 1969 was the last time the 
federal budget ran a surplus, 
finishing S3.2 billion is the 
black. 

Democratic Congressman 
Leon Panetta of California, 
chairman of the House Budget 
Committee, agreed that a sur- 
tax should be weighed if fight- 
ing breaks out in the Gulf. 

“The prevalent view is if we 
sustain our current level of 
operations, we'd be able to 
handle that,” Panetta said. 
“When you go beyond that 
into a full-scale war, that's 
when the question marks start 
coming.” 

One White House official, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said it would be 
premature to talk about using 
a surtax to pay for a war 
against Iraq. 

“And it's not clear that 
that's the way to go,” the 
official said. 

The administration has not 
released an estimate of what a 
war in the Gulf would cost. 

In September, when the Un- 
ited States was building a force 
of 240,000 troops. Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney said 
the price of maintaining it 
would be $15 billion this fiscal 
year. Last month. President 
George Bush said he would 
add 200,000 troops to the tot- 
al, but the administration has 
provided no new cost estimate. 

Democrats, dting studies by 
private defence analysts, say 

fighting could cost SI billion to 

$2 billion per day. Republi- 
cans, using experts of their 
own, say a three-month war 
could cost $15 billion to $30 
frOlioQ. 


Philippines 

raises oil 

■ ___ 

prices by 45% 

MANILA (R) — The Philippines 
raised domestic oil and gas prices 
by an average 45 per cent on 
Wednesday because of the Gulf 
crisis, the government's energy 
regulatory board said. 

Motorists were hit hardest, 
with prices of premium petrol 
going up by almost 80 per cem. 
The increase in fuel oil prices for 
industry and the power sector was 
a low 1.37 per cent. 

It was the second sharp in- 
crease in oil prices in the Philip- 
pines since Iraq invaded Kuwait 
on Aug. 2. On Sept. 21, the 
government raised prices by an 
average 32 per cent. 

The Philippines, which imports 
almost all its oil, has been under 
pressure from the International 
Monetary Fund to remove sub- 
sidies on petrol and fuel oil and 
curb a widening public sector 
deficit. 

But President Corazon 
Aquino's government has been 
apprehensive about increasing 
prices too quickly m case army 
rebels, who have tried to oust 
Aquino six times, used the issue as 
an excuse for another coup 
attempt. 

Two previous coup bids fol- 
lowed oil price increases — in 
August 1987 and last December. 

The price of premium petrol 
was raised to 15.95 pesos (57 U.S. 
cents) a litre from 8.87 pesos (31 
cents). 
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IEA: Oil 

output up, 
stocks at 
1 0-year 
high 

PARIS (k) — Worid oil produc- 
tion is running flat cut and stocks 
are at 10-year highs in a climate 
of falling demand, the Inscr- 
nai tonal Energy Agency /IE A) 
reported Wednesday. 

Crude oil prices have fluctu- 
ated wildly since Iraq invaded 
Kuwait on Aug. 2 and the United 
Nations imposed an embargo on 
oil from both countries. Major 
producing countries have in- 
creased output to make up for the 
Iraqi and Kuwait crude which the 
restrictions have kept off the mar- 
ket. 

Production by the 15-ir.ember 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) rose 
600,000 barrels per day (bpd) 
from October levels ro hit 22.9 
million bpd in November and 
lifted world supplies, excluding 
the former communist bloc, to 
55.8 million bpd — the highest 
since May. 

But Soviet shipments declined. 
The Paris-based IEA, the West’s 
energy watchdog body, put 
Soviet exports to the West at 1.4 
million bpd since September, 
down 300,000 barrels from the 
average of the first nine months 
of the year. 

Oil markets are being com- 
forted by generally ready supplies 
of crude. As a result prices are 
currently around $30 a barrel, S10 
below the highs set in early Octo- 
ber, but still 50 per cent above 
those just before Iraq invaded 
Kuwait. 

Prices fell $4 Friday on hopes 
that a peaceful solution to the 
Gulf crisis could be found before 
a United Nations deadline of Jan. 
15 passes for Iraq to get out of 
Kuwait. 

Preliminary IEA data showed 
oil stocks in the 24 industrialised 
members of the Organisation of 
Economic Cooperation and De- 
velopment totalled 473.4 million 
tonnes on Nov. 1, 10.7 million 
more than the same month last 
year and the highest since 1981. 
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Bangladesh celebrates 
Ershad’s resignation 


DHAKA (R) — Tens of 
thousands of people rejoicing at 
the resignation of President Hos- 
sain Mohammad Ershad ignored 
security cordons and marched 
through the Bangladesh capital 
Dhaka Wednesday. 

Many carried huge portraits of 
assassinated presidents Sheikh 
Mujihur Rahman and General 
Ziaur Rahman, whose daughter 
and wife spearheaded a fierce 
campaign to topple Ershad. the 
country's longest-serving ruler. 

Witnesses said groups in the 
estimated 15U.000-sirong crowd 
staged displays of dance, music 
and drama. 

They said street celebrations 
would continue until Ershad 
handed power to a caretaker vice- 
president to lead Bangladesh un- 
til new elections were held. 

Police and army guarding 
strategic centres in the city of six 
million people quietly retreated 
as waves of jubilant demonstra- 
tors. some wearing masks, 
poured onto the streets. 

Backstage, key opposition 
leaders held crucial meetings in a 
scramble to find a temporary 
successor to Ershad who resigned 


Tuesday, bowing to demands that 
he step down. 

“We are till waiting for consen- 
sus on a future vice-president and 
discussing other issues." one 
opposition leader said. 

When he resigned Tuesday 
Ershad called a special session of 
parliament for Saturday to name 
a vice-president who would bead 
a caretaker government until 
elections. 

Ershad said in his national 
broadcast that parliamentary 

elections would be held before a 
presidential poll and he would 
stand as presidential candidate 
for his Jatiya Party. 

As the carnival mood spread, 
opposition leaders warned Bang- 
ladeshis against turning rejoicing 
into rampage. 

“Don't take law into your own 
hands." said Sheikh Hasina, chief 
of the Awazni League, after re- 
pons of widespread revenge 
attacks, looting and arson in Dha- 
ka soon after Ers bad's announce- 
ment. 

Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
head Begum Khaleda Zia said: 
“We congratulate all people for 
taking our long-drawn movement 


to victory through sacrifices- Bui 
the extreme need of the hour is 
maintenance of orderliness. 

“We must guard against 
vengeance and personal fends 
that might seriously harm our 
political aims." 

The two leaders made the 
appeal Wednesday in their first 
appearance on state-run televi- 
sion after Ershad said he would 
resign to pave way for free and 
fair elections. 

Journalists who went on strike 
when Ershad declared a state of 
emergency on Nov. 27 suspended 
their action Wednesday but 
opposition parties have not yet 
decided whether to call off the 
eight-hour daily stoppage started 
Tuesday and there were no cars, 
buses or trucks on the streets 
Wednesday. 

Twenty-two opposition groups 
bad called on all workers to go on 
strike for eight hours a day from 
Tuesday. 

More than SO people were kil- 
led and 600 injured in clashes 
between security forces and de- 
monstrators protesting against 
the emergency, according to wit- 
nesses' accounts. 



Ershad had proposed a 10- 

poim peace plan Monday offering 
to lift the state of emergency on 
Dec. 16 but opposition parties 
rejected his overture, saying the 
former general, who seized pow- 
er in a 1982 bloodless coup, was 

trying to buy time. They deman- 
ded he quit first. 

Ershad ruled Bangladesh 
under martial law for nearly four 
and a half years before restoring 
civilian rule in 1986. 

His resignation was the cul- 
mination of a fierce, three-year 
campaign to topple him con- 
ducted by the 22 opposition 
groups who say he ran a corrupt, 
illegal and autocratic govern- 
ment. 


EC ready to give food aid to Moscow 


BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Community (EC) is ready to 
give the Soviet Union food aid 
worth between SI and S2 billion, 
a Belgian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Wednesday. 

EC foreign ministers agreed in 
principle to give the aid at a 
meeting Tuesday, the spokesman 
said, confirming remarks made 
by Belgian Foreign Minister 
Mark Eyskens. 

“There was a consensus on the 
principle of sending food aid," 
the spokesman said. Eyskens said 
the help necessary would amount 
to between SI and S2 billion, he 
added. 

Jacques Delors, president of 
the EC's Executive Commission, 
declined to say after the meeting 
how much aid was needed. He 
promised to make detailed prop- 
osals to EC leaders, who will take 
the final decision, at their summit 
in Rome on Dec. 14-15. 


Delors also called for purchase 
credits, balance of payments sup- 
port and funds to ensure the 
convertibility of the rouble, as 
pan of a campaign to fill the 
empty shelves of Soviet shops. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd said the 12 EC 
member states favoured giving 
food, but he was more reticent on 
the financial aspects of any aid 
package. EC finance ministers 
would consider these at a special 
meeting Dec. 10, he noted. 

Soviet Pfcsident Mikhail Gor- 
bachev appealed in Paris last 
month for aid to help his country 
survive the winter. No formal 
request has been made to the EC, 
but earlier this week a Soviet 
delegation handed the commis- 
sion a list of scarce goods. 

Delors and Hurd both stressed 
that shortages of food and con- 
sumer goods in the Soviet Union 


were due to distribution failures 
caused by the dismantling of the 
command economy rather than to 
falling production. 

Potential donor states have ex- 
pressed concern that any aid 
given might be marooned in de- 
pots or diverted on to the black 
market and never reach the in- 
tended recipients. 

The EC ministers agreed to 
push for Soviet membership of 
the International Monetary Fund ! 
(IMF) and the World Bank. { 
which would open the way for | 
balance of payments aid from ! 
these institutions, the Belgian j 
Foreign Ministry spokesman ■ 
said. i 

They favoured boosting EC 
purchases from the Soviet Union 
in the energy sector and wanted 
to give large-scale technical 
assistance, notably to improve 
distribution, he said. 
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Polish struggle inspires 


world democracies 


Cheney 


GDANSK, Poland (R) — U.S. 
Defence Secretary Dick Cheney, 
making a pilgrimage to the birth- 
place of Solidarity, said Wednes- 
day Poland’s struggle against 
communism was an example to 
the world. 

Laying a wreath to Gdansk 
workers shot by Communist 
troops in 1970, Cheney said a 
towering monument erected to 
them by Solidarity was “an in- 
spiration for democracy every- 
where." 

“It is a special privilege for me 
to have the opportunity to visit 
with you." be told Solidarity un- 
ion leader Lcch Walesa after 
flying from Warsaw at the end of 

a two-day visit to Poland, his first 
to East European country. 

Cheney, who was to travel to 
Brussels later for a meeting of 
NATO defence ministers, told 
reporters in Warsaw the Western 
alliance must remain the pillar of 


European security despite the 
crumbling of the Soviet-led War- , 
saw Pact. 

He said Washington was eager 
to establish close ties with Poland 
and other emerging East Euro- 
pean democracies. 

Walesa, who is expected to win 
Poland's presidential election 
Sunday against outsider Stanislaw 
Tyminskf, told Cheney economic 
. troubles threatened the country's 
fledgling democracy. 

“Right now our revolution is a 
little bit threatened.... we got rid 
of the Communist threat, but 
after the politics have been 
changed we have to take care of 
the economics." be said. 

The Solidarity leader has ac- 
cused Tyminski. who is riding a 
wave of popular discontent at the 
hardships brought by the switch 
to a market economy, of being a 
front for counter-revolutionary 
plotters. 


Panama officer seizes 

■ 

police HQ after jail break 


PANAMA CITY |R) — A for- 
mer Panamanian police chief who 
escaped from jail by helicopter 
occupied national police head- 
quarters early Wednesday, but 
denied he was staging a coup 
against the U.S.-backed govern- 
ment. 

Officials said Colonel Eduardo 
Herrera Hassan. who had been 
jailed since October on the island 
of Naos off Panama City for 
alleged complicity in an earlier- 
coup plot, seized the police build- 
ing with about a dozen armed 
followers five hours after Tues- 
day's escape. 

Radio reports said U.S. troops 
had surrounded the building. less 
than a mile from Quarry Heights, 
head offices of the U.S. Southern 
Command. Washington’s region- 
al military headquarters. 

Southern command spokesman 
could net be reached to confirm 
the reports but a Reuter photo- 
grapher trying to reach the build- 
ing was turned back by U.S. 
soldiers. 

In broadcasts on the U.S. army 
television station, the command 
ordered a bravo alert, its second- 
highest re s t r iction of movement 
for U-S. military personnel in 
Panama. 

In a dawn radio statement. 
President Guillermo Endara told 
parents in the capital to keep 
their children home from school 
Wednesday. 

Herrera allowed radio repor- 


ters inside the police building, 
telling them he and his men were 
not promoting a coup but were 
calling for a “rights movement" 
for policemen. 

“This is not a coup. It is a 
(rights) movement,’' be said, 
adding that he had been rescued 
from jail by policemen who 
wanted him to represent their 
cause. 

“For me, today (Tuesday) was 
a surprise when around dinner 
time, a helicopter flew up. At 
first I didn't know wtjo thev were, 
until they took off their masks..." 
Herrera told KW Continente 
Radio. 

He said the men were police 
officers who asked him to go with 
them and be their spokesman for 
complaints on how the poiioe 
force was run and how its mem- 
bers were treated. 

He said he was expecting rep- 
resentatives from the presidency 
to visit police headquarters for 
talks. 

At a news conference after 
Herrera's escape, but before his 
appearance at the police building, 
Endara said his office had the 
situation under control. 

But the incident raised the 
most serious fears of instability 
since Endara was installed during 
last December's U.S. invasion to 
oust strongman Manuel Noriega, 
now in a Miami jail awaiting trial 
on drug charges. 


Tyminski, 

Walesa 

swap 

insuits 


JASTRZEBEE, Poland (AP) — 
Dark horse presidential candi- 
date Stanislaw Tyminski led min- 
ers in chants of “down with Wale- 
sa" at a rally that grew ugly with 
fistfigfats and arguments. 

Tyminski — an emigre 
businessman who returned to Po- 
land after 21 years to run for 
president — made a home-stretch 
campaign trip into the arising 
region of Silesia, where be did 
well in the first round of voting on 
Nov. 25. 

Saying “Walesa is finished" at 
a raucous 90-minute rally before 
3.000 people. Tyminski predicted 
victory against Solidarity leader 
Lech Walesa in die runoff Sunday 
to name Poland's first popularly 
chosen president. 

About 500 people in the sports 
hall were Walesa backers, and 
the rally turned into a tense 
shouting match between the 
camps, occasionally punctuated 
by fistfights. 

Tuesday was the feas: of St. 
Barbara, the patron saint of mis- 
ers. Many at the rally had a free 
day and were drinking vodka 
before the everting event in this 
city 365 kilometres south' of War- 
saw. 

“We are millions." Tyminski 
| said shortly after arriving on stage 
! to a roar of competing boos and 
cheers. “The decade of the '80s is 
coming to an end. New a new 
decade begins, and this decade 
belongs to us." 

Tyminski was also booed by 
Walesa partisans at rallies Mon- 
day in Warsaw and Sunday in 
Bialystok. 

Noting that Walesa was 
appearing Tuesday night on a 
television show called "difficult 
questions," he said: 

“I have only one question for 
Mr. Walesa. Wha: did he and his 
government do in the last year 
and a half* He appointed this 
government and cur country was 
destroyed, like it was done on 
purpose." 

“How much hatred there is for 
Walesa in our country," he said. 

“Especially here in Silesia. 
Why didn't he come here?" 

Tyminski said he had tamed i 
down an invitation Tuesday night 
to meet with U.S. Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney, who is 
visiting Poland. 

“They (the Americans) don't 
invite unreliable people." be 
said. 


Salvador 
rebels 
down air 
force plane 

SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador 
(AP) — Guerrillas using a 
surface-to-air missile have 
downed a Salvadorean Air Force 
plane in north El Salvador, the 
Armed Forces Press Office said, 
the second such incident since a 
rebei offensive began two weeks 
ago. 

The office, known as Coprefa, 
reported fighting in at least five of 
the country's 14 departments, or 
states. Tuesday with a toll of 18 
dead and 24 wounded, most of 
them combatants. 

Since the rebel offensive began 
at least 220 people have been 
killed and 500 wounded. 

It said an AC-47 gunship was 
supporting troops in the La Lagu- 
na area of Chalatenango province 
30 kilometres north of the capital 
where fighting has lolled four 
government troops and eight 
guerrillas since Monday. 

There was no immediate word 
on the fate of the crew. 

On Nov. 23 a rebel rocket 
downed an A-37 fighter bomber 
over eastern El Salvador, the first 
such incident with a missile in 11 
yeais of civil war. 

Coprefa reported a rebel artil- 
lery attack on bases in the eastern 
diy of Usuhitan 70 miles east of 
the capital, but said there were no 
injuries to government troops. It 
said five rebels died in the fight- 
ing there. 

The Farabundo Marti National 
Liberation Front, in its daily 
radio broadcast, claimed to have 
killed or wounded 23 government 
tr o ops and captured two. 

The left says the offensive was 
launched to push along a stalled 
peace process. 

President Alfredo Cristiani has 
said the offensive could endanger 
the peace talks, although U.N. 
officials have said they see no 
immediate danger of that. 

The United States has halved 
its proposed SS5 million in milit- 
ary aid to El Salvador because of 
human rights issues. The army 
has been implicated in the slaying 
of six Jesuit priests a year ago. 

£i Salvador could risk losing 
the other half of tbe aid if it 
boycotts the peace process. 


Deby named interim Chad leader 


N'DJAMENA. Chad (AP) — 
Rebel commander Idriss Deby, 
the new interim leader of Chad/ 
says he will implement multiparty 
democracy in this nation of 5.4 
million people. 

Deby, who ousted President 
Hissene Habra after three weeks 
of fighting, called for unity and 
promised democratic reforms in a 
nationwide radio address Tues- 
day. 

“I stress that there cannot be 
democracy without political plur- 
alism and secuiarity,” he said. He 
called os Chadian dissidents in 
exile to return, saying he was 
“inviting all the sons of Chad to a 
sincere pardon to solve our prob- 
lems democratically." 

He also expressed his deter- 
mination to keep the min eral-rich 
Aouzoo Strip in northern Chad, 
which is claimed by Libya. 

“We will defend our national 
unity, the territorial integrity of 
Chad within its borders inherited 
from colonisation," Deby said. 

Deby. 38, was named interim 
head of state by tbe executive 
committee of his Patriotic Salva- 
tion Movement. The duration of 
his term was not announced. 

The Executive Committee cre- 
ated a state council under Deby’s 
control and replaced tbe nation's 
constitution, which had been sus- 


pended Monday when Deby dis- 
solved tbe National Assembly. 

Deby had said earlier that he 
wanted to establish a democratic 
government as quickly as possi- 
ble. French Ambassador Fftmoois 
Gendreau said. 

Chad is a former French pro- 
tectorate »nri was incorporated 
into French Equatorial Africa be- 
fore gaining independence in 

1960. 

French Defence Minister Jean- 
Ficrrc Cbevenement said France, 
which withdrew 150 soldiers 
Tuesday, decided to remain neut- 
ral during the battle for lead- 
ership in its former colony. 

“We did not let Hissene Habra 
fall ” he said. “We simply gave 

the order for our Jaguars (war- 
planes) to not bomb or straff 

Idriss Deby's columns.” 

Habre fled the country, re- 
portedly to neighbouring Came- 
roon, on Saturday after a three- 
week war in which government 
troops were routed by rebel sol- 
diers loyal to Deby. 

A day later Deby made a 
triumphant entry into N'Djame- 
na. 

On Monday Deby began, a 
series of consultations, meeting 
with U.S. Ambassador Richard 
Bogosian and senior Libyan offi- 


cials, including die army chief of 
staff. There were no nnmediaie 
iVtaiic of their talks. 

Habre took his family and eight 
cabinet ministers to Maxoua in 
Cameroon, according to tbe state 
newspaper the Cameroon Tri- 
bune. . 

Deby was Habra’s chief aide m 
a 1982 coup, but broke away last 
year and formed a rebel move- 
ment. Habre and U.S- officials 
riaim Libya actively backed De- 
fay’s rebellion, but the Libyans 
and Deby deny it. 

Libya’s army oc cup ie d north- 
ern Chad in 19S3 and 1986, 
prompting France to send troops 
to back Habre. Libya was driven 
out in a series of battles master- 
minded by Deby in 1987. 

Meanwhile two planeloads of 
Libyan prisoners of war arrived 
home from Chad after being re- 
leased by rabies who se iz e d pow- 
er in N’Djamena. 

Tbe prisoners, who had been 
held for up to nine years, re- 
turned Tuesday night, tire Libyan 
News Agency (JANA) said. 
Well* wishers d i nn ^ n g revolution- 
ary slogans greeted them with 
flowers. 

The Libyans were released by 
Deby, who has dose ties to Tri- 
poli* after hxs forces took control 
of N'Djamena Sunday. 


Manila: U.S. making onerous demands 


MANILA (R) — U.S. and Phi- 
lippine officials failed Wednesday 
to resolve disputes over whose 
law should apply to American 
troops in the c oun try, and Manila 
accused Washington of making 
onerous demands. 

A spokesman for tbe Philip- 
pine panel negotiating a new. 
bases agreement with the United 
States said Manila had rejected 
U.S. proposals to limit Philippine 
legal jurisdiction inside tbe bases, 
saying such limits violated the 
country’s sovereignty. 

Wednesday's third round of 
talks coincided with a Manila 
decision to raise fuel prices sharp- 
ly, and a Philippine official said 
the negotiations, which are plan- 
ned to last until Friday, might be 
shortened if demonstrations 
occurred. 

The proposed new treaty calls 


for reduced U.S. military pre- 
sence in its former colony. 

The current agreement which 
allows Washington to operate 
Subic Naval Base, Clark Air Base 
and four smaller facilities expires 
in September next year. 

Philippine spokesman Rafael 
Alunan said the U.S. panel prop- 
osed that Manila waive its legal 
jurisdiction over U.S. sevicemen 
facing criminal charges, except in 
certain cases, and that U.S. con- 
sent was needed in case of sear- 
ches of U.S. facilities and proper- 
ty- 

“We find (the) two points 
...rather onerous," Alunan told a 
press briefing. “We have rejected 
(them) ” 

U.S. spokesman Stanley Scfara- 
ger said the two sides remained 
optimistic they could reach a new 


agreement by January. 

“We're confident that we can 
resolve many issues that at this 
point may look difficult,” Schra- 
ger told reporters. “This is not an 
insurmountable problem." 

Officials said raiiw on military 
aspects of the proposed new trea- 
ty were progressing. 

Alunan said the U.S. panel 
agreed that any new treaty would 
gave the Philippines the right to 
set ceilings on reduced U.S. troop 
strengths. He gave no details. 

Schrager said chief U.S. nego- 
tiator Richard Axmitage stressed 
at Wednesday’s session that the 
United States was flexible. 

The Philippine panel, headed 
by Foreign Secretary Raul Man- 
glapus, wants control of Clark 
and four smaller facilities when 
the current agreement lapses. 
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German Social Democrats struggle 
to repair image after poll defeat 


BONN (AP) — Germany’s once- 
great Social Democrats, facing 
their worst crisis in years, are 
reeling from an election debacle 
and desperately seeking a youth- 
ful leader with the talents of aging 
party warrior Willy Brandt. 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl's coali- 
tion defeated the Social Demo- 
crats. led by challenger Oskar 
Lafontaine, in Sunday's election, 
the first all-German balloting in 
58 years. 

Tbe Social Democrats are a 
party without a platform, crip- 
pled by internal divisions and in 
need of fresh leadership. 

“The Social Democrats' big- 
gest problem is their dearth of 
solidarity," said Renate Koecher, 
a researcher at the Allensbach 
Polling Institute. 

Tbe Social De m o c r a ts lost a 
half-million votes to Kohl’s 
Christian Democrats in the 
opposition party’s worst electoral 
showing since 1957. It was the 
Social De m o cra ts' third defeat by 
Kohl since be came to power 
eight years ago. 

Kohl's grasp on Germany’s 
leadership is already being com- 
pared to that of Konrad Ade- 
nauer. West Germany’s first 
chancellor, who held office for 14 
years. 

“It really is now a fairly unba- 


lanced political system, with a 
very strong predominance of tbe 
government parties,” said Peter 
Pulzer. an Oxford University 
Germany specialist who observed 
the elections. 

It took Willy Brandt finally to 
dislodge Adenauer's Christian 
Democrats in 1969. Tbe Social 
Democrats are now hunting for a 
leader who can do the same to 
Kohl. 

Brandt, 76, is the Social Demo- 
• crats' most popular member and 
is respected throughout the party. 

The Social Democrats' national 
image has been badly tarnished as 
a result of Sunday’s election and 
their campaign tactics. 

Lafontaine refused to embrace 
fully German unity during the 
campaign. Tbe resulting damage 
was especially severe in former 
East Germany, where the party 
captured only 25 per cent of the 
vote. Social Democrats are now 
viewed by many there as political 
pariahs. “The party leadership 
needs rejuvenation.” said 
National Chairman Hans-Jocfaen 
Vogel, who Tuesday announced 
plans to step down. 

The party offered the lead- 
ership to 47-year-old Lafontaine, 
but he turned it down, saying he 
too busy as governor of Saarland 
state. He also complained about 


the half-hearted support his cam- 
paign received among some So- 
cial Democrats. 

“It is impossible to conduct an 
election campaign without soli- 
darity,” Lafontaine said Tuesday. 

Other possible candidates for 
the top party job include Johan- 
nes Rau, Walter Momper and 
Bjoem Engholm. 

Rau, 59, is the popular gov- 
ernor of North Rhine- 
WestphaKa, but be lost heavily to 
Kohl In the 1987 chancellor race. 

Momper, tbe 45-year-old for- 
mer mayor of Berlin, had been 
seen as a rising star wi thin the 
Social Democrats’ ranks, but be 
lost in Berlin City elections Sun- 
day. 

Engholm, the 51-year-old gov- 
ernor of Schleswig-Holstein state, 
is a dapper, pipe-smoking intel- 
lectual popular in his home state. 

One of the Social Democrats' 
best orators — 47-year-old Herta 
Daeobler-Gmelin — has also 
beeD mentioned for the job. 

Regardless of who becomes the 
new party leader, observers say 
the Social Democrats need to 
come up with new ideas. 

Lafontaine spent most of his 
campaign waznine aaainst the nit- 


falls of unification 


U.S. Navy fires officers for Stealth mismanagement 


i 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Two admirals and a captain were 
fired from key supervisory jobs 
because of mismanagement in the 
A-12 “Stealth" attack bomber 
programme, tbe U.S. Navy has 
announced. 

Navy Secretary H. Lawrence 
Garrett said supervisors of the 
bomber project should have been 
able to foresee cost overruns and 
scheduling delays that have ham- 
pered one of the Navy's most 
coveted new weapons. 

“Unfortunately, ... manage- 
ment controls were not properly 
nrrpjemenied , primarily due to 
errors of judgment and failures 
wrtiKD the programme manage- 
ment chain of supervision.” Gar- 
rett said in a Nov. 29 memoran- 
dum to Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney released Tuesday. 

The A-12, which will employ 
Stealth technology designed to 
make the craft invisible to radar, 
is expected to be the centrepiece 
of U-S. naval aviation in the 
1990s. 

Originally scheduled to fly ear- 
ly this year, it is now due to be 
ready by early 1992 at costs high- 
er than envisaged. 

Garrett said Vice Admiral 
Rirfwrd Gentz. commander of 


the Naval Systems Command, 
will retire. Rear Admiral John 
Calvert, the A-12's programme 
executive officer, and Captain 
Lawrence Elberfeld. the project's 
programme manager, will be 
transferred to other duties, he 
said. 

In addition. Calvert and Elber- 
feld will have letters of censure 
put into their personnel records. 

Garrett's moves follow an in- 
ternal report of inquiry that was 
started last July. 

The Navy has a $4. 78-billion 
contract with General Dynamics' 
and McDonnell Douglas to pro-' 
duee six prototype medium-, 
attack bombers. The contractors 
said last spring that costs had 
increased by approximately SI 
bifiion. 

Meanwhile a Lockheed Corp. 
prototype of the advanced tactic- 
al fighter successfully fired a side- 
winder missile in flight, the first 
such launch in the high-stakes' 
ATF competition, the company 
says. 

The launch at China Lake Nav- 
al weapons station last week had 
"zero effect" in the two critical 
areas: Whether the body, 
weapons bay or launcher would 
be scorched and whether the 


handling of the plane would be 
affected, Lockheed Aeronautical 
Systems Co. spokesman Richard 
Stadler said. 

“Our people were ecstatic — 
or as ecstatic as engineers get." 
Stadler said Tuesday. 

A team led by Lockheed and 
one by Northrop Corp. are in a 
winner-take-all competition for 
the S63-biDion contract for the 
ATF, tbe replacement for the air 
force’s F-15 Eagle and the first 
U.S. dogfigbter to carry missiles 
entirely inside its fuselage. 

While production hasn't yet 
been approved, tbe Pentagon has 
said it hopes to buy the first of 
750 planes for the air force in 
1996. The Navy also has indicated 
it may want about 500 similar 
planes. 

Lockheed’s version, tbe YF-22. 
is a stubby- winged, twin-tafied 
aircraft, much more enmpart 
than tbe Northrop version, the 
YF-23, which has a cigar-like 
fuselage and a wingspan that 
looks like a late. Both planes 
have smooth contours for evading 
radar and are built of advanced 
composite materials. 

At a news conference, Sher- 
man N. Muliin. Lockheed's ATF 
programme chief, refused to 


make direct co m p ari sons with 
Northrop’s plane. But be said be 
was encouraged by test flights in 
which tbe Lockheed's ATF per- 
formed op to predictions made to 
the government after com pu te r 
and wind tunnel tests. 

Muliin said the missile firing 
last week cn I urinated four years 
of development 

“After the initial design phase, 
extensive wind tunnel tests were 
conducted to develop the weapon 
carriage and launch system tested 
hoe,” he said. The success of 
this test confirms that the analysis 
tools we’re using are very accn- 


Tom Rooney, ATF program- 
me m a n ager for Northrop Corp., 
said he was “totally satisfied” 
with flight tests on its version of 
the plane, using flights to confirm 
data gathered from wind tunnels 
and computer studies. 

Like Lockheed, Northrop has 
produced two prototypes, which 
are being checked for perform- 
ance in areas such as drag levels, 
h a ndlin g and engine perform^ 

ailCC. 

Firing a missile isn’t pan of the 
test regiment Northrop worked 
out with toe government, and no 
such test is p lan ned. 



Madonna defends 
controversial 
new video 

NEW YORK (AP) — Shemay 
dress “like a bimbo,” but she’s in 
char ge of her fan t as ies and her 
fife. That's what pop megastar 
Madonna told an interviewer jus 
after the U.S. television network 
ABC aired her controversial 
video Justify My Love in its 
steamy entirety. The video, re- 
jected by tbe cable music station 
MTV (Music Television) last 
week, features the bra-and- 
garter-belt-dad singer in an en- 
counter with a lover, played by 
her real-life boyfriend, Tony 
Ward, in a Paris hotel. The video 
is intended to portray the coo- 
pie’s fantasies, which run to bise- 
xuality, voyeurism, group sex, 
cross-dressing and mfld sadoma- 
sochism. “Half of me thought I 
was going to get away with it,” 
said Madonna, speaking on the 
ABC-TV programme 'Nightiine 
via satellite from Los Angeles. 
She said the video — with its 
chains, black leather and cruci- 
fixes — was about “honesty ... and 
toe celebration of sex. There's 
nothing wrong with that.” Bat 
she said she believes in limits to 
what should be shown on TV: “I 
don't believe in gratuitous vio- 
lence and I don’t believe in de- 
gradation.” “Why are we willing 
to deal with the reality of violence, 
and sexism and why aren’t we 
willing to deal with sexuality?” 
she asked. “If we’re going to have 
censorship, let's not be hypocrites 
about thus,” Madonna added. 
“Why is it okay for 10-year-olds 
to see someone’s body bring rip- 
ped to shreds? ... Why do parents 
not have a problems with that?” 

Uz Taylor’s Van 
Gogh fails to sell at 
auction 

LONDON (R) — A Van Gogh 
p aintin g owned by film star Eli- 
zabeth Taylor failed to seD when 
bidding stopped at “£5.8 million 
(SI 1.2 million), Short of the un- 
disclosed reserve price, Christie's 
auctioneers said. “View of the 
Asyhmi and the Chape! at Saint 
Sony," painted in. 1889, had 
Been forecast to fet£h up to £30 
million ($19 nriHion) in a sale 
seen as providing a barometer of 
toe faltering ait- market. Tm 
afraid we have a disappointing 
result, we’ve failed to sell the 
picture,” a Christie's spokesman 
said. The fact that Taylor owned 
the painting, which depicts the 
asylum to which Van Gogh com- 
mitted himself, was expected to 
provide an extra boost to tbe 
price. Taylor’s father bought the 
painting for her in 1963 for 
£92,000 ($178,000 at the current 
exchange rate). Van Gogh's Por- 
trait of Dr. Gadbet sold for a* 
record $82.5 million last May but 
since then the market has been 
hit by economic recession. 

Strikes end at Paris 
opera houses 

PARIS (AP) — A weeldong 
strike by musicians at the Opera- 
Bastille and the Palais Gander 
ended, opera officials said. The 
strike, which forced tbe cancella- 
tion of several performances last 
week, was resolved when musi- 
cians agreed to open negotiations 
with opera Pro- 

ductions of Othello, Tuesday and 
Sa tu rday at the Opera-Bastille, 
and a dance premiere at the 
Palais Gander Thursday will go 
on as planned. 

Murders in New York 
hit new high 

NEW YORK (R) — Gunned 
down for a fancy coat or shot 
dead at random, killings in New 
York have rocketed to a record of 
more than 2,000 so far this year 
and turned parts of toe biggest 
U.S. city into a war zone. Offi- 
cials Monday blamed the increase 
on a flood of illegal guns that 
have turned st r eet s into battleg- 
rounds. “We’re making more 
arrests for guns, confiscating 
more weapons than we ever did 
before,” said deputy inspector 
Thomas Connolly. “There’s no 
question about it. We have s 
proliferation of guns.” Gunfire is 
New York ax^he weekend alone 
c laimed the lives of at feast seven 
people in seven hours, inc lu d in g > 
middle-aged businessman and » 
high school student. They were 
shot by thieves out to rob their 
companions’ fancy coats, Ob* 
coat was Leather and the other 
mink. The violence also left 1 
53-year-old grandmother dead 
when a gunman fighting with 
another man on a st ree t in tbs 
borough of Brooklyn missed ft 
intended target, hitting- tit® 
woman, police said. She was oft 
of dozens of people fafled'V 
random gunfire year, faefad* 
mg at least nine children wb° 
have (fled. 
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